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Date  OppOnent / event LOcatiOn time 
   
Red Desert classic   
2/7/2014  vs. Grand Canyon  St. George, Utah 1:00 p.m. ET
  vs. BYU   St. George, Utah 3:30 p.m. ET
2/8/2014  vs. Utah State  St. George, Utah 1:00 p.m. ET
  vs. Southern Utah  St. George, Utah 3:30 p.m. ET
2/9/2014  vs. Nevada  St. George, Utah 1:00 p.m. ET
   
Baylor University classic   
2/14/2014 vs. UAB   Waco, Texas 1:30 p.m. ET
  vs. Iowa   Waco, Texas 4:00 p.m. ET
2/15/2014 vs. Lipscomb  Waco, Texas 1:30 p.m. ET
  vs. Drake University Waco, Texas 4:00 p.m. ET
2/16/2014 at Baylor   Waco, Texas 12:00 p.m. ET
   
Diamond 9 citrus classic   
2/21/2014 vs. Albany  Kissimmee, Fla. 11:00 a.m. ET
  vs. South Alabama  Kissimmee, Fla. 3:30 p.m. ET
2/22/2014 vs. Georgia  Kissimmee, Fla. 11:00 a.m. ET
  vs. Mercer  Kissimmee, Fla. 1:15 p.m. ET
2/23/2014 vs. Delaware  Kissimmee, Fla. 9:00 a.m. ET
   
3/1/2014  vs. Tennessee Tech  Greenville, N.C. 1:00 p.m. ET
  vs. Tennessee Tech  Greenville, N.C. 3:00 p.m. ET
3/2/2014  vs. Tennessee Tech  Greenville, N.C. 12:00 p.m. ET
3/8/2014  vs. UAB *   Greenville, N.C. 1:00 p.m. ET
  vs. UAB *   Greenville, N.C. 3:00 p.m. ET
3/9/2014  vs. UAB *   Greenville, N.C. 12:00 p.m. ET
3/11/2014 vs. Eastern Illinois  Greenville, N.C. 2:00 p.m. ET
  vs. Eastern Illinois  Greenville, N.C. 4:00 p.m. ET
3/15/2014 at Charlotte *  Charlotte, N.C. 12:00 p.m. ET
  at Charlotte *  Charlotte, N.C. 2:00 p.m. ET
3/16/2014 at Charlotte *  Charlotte, N.C. 12:00 p.m. ET
3/21/2014 vs. Marshall *  Greenville, N.C. 4:00 p.m. ET
  vs. Marshall *  Greenville, N.C. 6:00 p.m. ET
3/22/2014 vs. Marshall *  Greenville, N.C. 1:00 p.m. ET
3/26/2014 at North Carolina  Chapel Hill, N.C. 6:00 p.m. ET
3/29/2014 at Florida International * Miami, Fla. 4:00 p.m. ET
  at Florida International * Miami, Fla. 6:00 p.m. ET
3/30/2014 at Florida International * Miami, Fla. 12:00 p.m. ET
4/5/2014  vs. Southern Miss *  Greenville, N.C. 1:00 p.m. ET
  vs. Southern Miss *  Greenville, N.C. 3:00 p.m. ET
4/6/2014  vs. Southern Miss *  Greenville, N.C. 12:00 p.m. ET
4/9/2014  at North Carolina State Raleigh, N.C. 4:00 p.m. ET
  at North Carolina State Raleigh, N.C. 6:00 p.m. ET
4/12/2014 at Tulsa *   Tulsa, Okla. 2:00 p.m. ET
  at Tulsa *   Tulsa, Okla. 4:00 p.m. ET
4/13/2014 at Tulsa *   Tulsa, Okla. 1:00 p.m. ET
4/18/2014 vs. Elon   Greenville, N.C. 5:00 p.m. ET
4/19/2014 vs. Elon   Greenville, N.C. 1:00 p.m. ET
  vs. Elon   Greenville, N.C. 3:00 p.m. ET
4/26/2014 at Louisiana Tech *  Ruston, La. 3:00 p.m. ET
  at Louisiana Tech *  Ruston, La. 5:00 p.m. ET
4/27/2014 at Louisiana Tech *  Ruston, La. 2:00 p.m. ET
4/30/2014 at James Madison  Harrisonburg, Va. 3:00 p.m. ET
  at James Madison  Harrisonburg, Va. 5:00 p.m. ET
5/3/2014  vs. UTEP *  Greenville, N.C. 1:00 p.m. ET
  vs. UTEP *  Greenville, N.C. 3:00 p.m. ET
5/4/2014  vs. UTEP *  Greenville, N.C. 12:00 p.m. ET

 
 Gold - HOme White - aWaY      * - cOnFeRence event

Pirate
Softball

visit ecupirates.com for  
event details & results.
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Date  OppOnent / event LOcatiOn time
   
2/14/2014 vs. James Madison  Greenville, N.C. 3:00 p.m. ET
2/15/2014 vs. James Madison  Greenville, N.C. 2:00 p.m. ET
2/16/2014 vs. James Madison  Greenville, N.C. 1:00 p.m. ET
2/18/2014 vs. Campbell  Greenville, N.C. 4:00 p.m. ET
2/21/2014 at Virginia  Charlottesville, Va. 3:00 p.m. ET
2/22/2014 at Virginia  Charlottesville, Va. 1:00 p.m. ET
2/23/2014 at Virginia  Charlottesville, Va. 1:00 p.m. ET
2/26/2014 at VCU   Richmond, Va. 3:00 p.m. ET

11th annual Keith Leclair classic   
2/28/2014 vs. Western Kentucky Greenville, N.C. 5:00 p.m. ET
3/1/2014  vs. Pittsburgh  Greenville, N.C. 3:00 p.m. ET
3/2/2014  vs. Ohio State  Greenville, N.C. 2:00 p.m. ET
   
3/5/2014  at UNC Greensboro Greensboro, N.C. 4:00 p.m. ET
3/7/2014  vs. Marshall *  Greenville, N.C. 5:00 p.m. ET
3/8/2014  vs. Marshall *  Greenville, N.C. 2:00 p.m. ET
3/9/2014  vs. Marshall *  Greenville, N.C. 1:00 p.m. ET
3/11/2014 vs. UNC Greensboro Greenville, N.C. 5:00 p.m. ET
3/12/2014 vs. Wake Forest  Wilson, N.C. 6:00 p.m. ET
3/14/2014 vs. Tulane *  Greenville, N.C. 6:00 p.m. ET
3/15/2014 vs. Tulane *  Greenville, N.C. 2:00 p.m. ET
3/16/2014 vs. Tulane *  Greenville, N.C. 1:00 p.m. ET
3/19/2014 vs. VCU   Greenville, N.C. 6:00 p.m. ET
3/21/2014 at Charlotte *  Charlotte, N.C. 6:00 p.m. ET
3/22/2014 at Charlotte *  Charlotte, N.C. 2:00 p.m. ET
3/23/2014 at Charlotte *  Charlotte, N.C. 1:00 p.m. ET
3/25/2014 vs. UNC-Wilmington Greenville, N.C. 6:00 p.m. ET
3/26/2014 vs. North Carolina Central Greenville, N.C. 6:00 p.m. ET
3/28/2014 vs. UMBC   Greenville, N.C. 6:00 p.m. ET
3/29/2014 vs. UMBC   Greenville, N.C. 2:00 p.m. ET
3/30/2014 vs. UMBC   Greenville, N.C. 1:00 p.m. ET
4/2/2014  at North Carolina State Raleigh, N.C. 6:00 p.m. ET
4/4/2014  at Rice *   Houston, Texas 7:30 p.m. ET
4/5/2014  at Rice *   Houston, Texas 3:00 p.m. ET
4/6/2014  at Rice *   Houston, Texas 1:00 p.m. ET
4/9/2014 v s. North Carolina State Greenville, N.C. 6:00 p.m. ET
4/11/2014 at Old Dominion *  Norfolk, Va. 6:00 p.m. ET
4/12/2014 at Old Dominion *  Norfolk, Va. 3:00 p.m. ET
4/13/2014 at Old Dominion *  Norfolk, Va. 1:00 p.m. ET
4/15/2014 at UNC-Wilmington Wilmington, N.C. 6:00 p.m. ET
4/17/2014 vs. Middle Tennessee State * Greenville, N.C. 6:00 p.m. ET
4/18/2014 vs. Middle Tennessee State * Greenville, N.C. 6:00 p.m. ET
4/19/2014 vs. Middle Tennessee State * Greenville, N.C. 12:00 p.m. ET
4/22/2014 vs. North Carolina  Greenville, N.C. 6:00 p.m. ET
4/25/2014 at Florida Atlantic *  Boca Raton, Fla. 6:30 p.m. ET
4/26/2014 at Florida Atlantic *  Boca Raton, Fla. 4:00 p.m. ET
4/27/2014 at Florida Atlantic *  Boca Raton, Fla. 12:00 p.m. ET
4/29/2014 at North Carolina  Chapel Hill, N.C. 6:00 p.m. ET
5/2/2014  vs. Florida International * Greenville, N.C. 6:00 p.m. ET
5/3/2014  vs. Florida International * Greenville, N.C. 2:00 p.m. ET
5/4/2014  vs. Florida International * Greenville, N.C. 1:00 p.m. ET
5/9/2014  at Southern Miss *  Hattiesburg, Miss. 7:00 p.m. ET
5/10/2014 at Southern Miss *  Hattiesburg, Miss. 3:00 p.m. ET
5/11/2014 at Southern Miss *  Hattiesburg, Miss. 12:00 p.m. ET
5/13/2014 vs. High Point  Greenville, N.C. 6:00 p.m. ET
5/15/2014 vs. UTSA *  Greenville, N.C. 6:00 p.m. ET
5/16/2014 vs. UTSA *  Greenville, N.C. 6:00 p.m. ET
5/17/2014 vs. UTSA *  Greenville, N.C. 11:00 a.m. ET

 Gold - HOme White - aWaY      * - cOnFeRence event

Pirate
baSeball

visit ecupirates.com for  
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Brandan Stith and Caleb White first met in a youth football game on opposing teams.
White ran for three touchdowns and returned a kick for a score to lead his Buckingham team to vic-

tory in the little league championship contest in Brunswick County, Va.
“We couldn’t do anything with him,” recalled Stith, who was instrumental more recently in Bruns-

wick County High School’s three straight state basketball titles.
Stith and White have made a rapid transiton from high school to college as fresh-

men in the East Carolina basketball program.
A season-ending injury to Marshall Guilmette, the transfer of Robert Samp-

son to Georgia Tech and the departure of Ty Armstrong from the program were unan-
ticipated circumstances in the aftermath of a 23-12 season in 2012-13 that culminat-
ed with the CollegeInsider.com Tournament championship.

The Pirate rookies have helped offset the personnel voids in ECU’s final 
season in Conference USA.

The value of the duo’s experience going into ECU’s first season in the 
American Athletic Conference in 2014-15 is priceless.

“They’ve had a tremendous impact on our team,” said Pirates coach 
Jeff Lebo. “Obviously, with the way that we had injuries and defections, they’ve 
been forced to be on the floor and be in the rotation early.

“That’s something that we didn’t have a lot of say in but they’ve really 
handled it very well for freshmen. They’ve worked hard in practice. They’re 

still learning. They’re still getting better.
“The best way to learn and develop and get better is having a chance 

to play. I think this year they will have learned a lot about the game, a lot 
about the level and a lot about what’s expected of them on a daily basis. You 

can’t put a price tag on that.”
White, a 6-feet, 6-inch left-hander from Virginia Episcopal 

School has provided some needed scoring punch. He was shooting with 
a significant degree of accuracy in an 11-5 start with a 12.1 scoring 
average. White was hitting 54.9 percent of his field goal attempts, in-
cluding 44.9 percent from behind the arc.

“He’s a very solid player,” Lebo said of White. “He can do a 
little bit of everything. He can put it on the floor. He can pass. He’s 
got a pretty good basketball IQ. He’s got good size for position. 
He’s really shooting the ball at a high level for us. He’s really effi-
cient. He’s not a guy who turns the ball over. He’s a conservative 
player. He’s not a guy who gets out of control. He’s not a guy who 
plays the game too fast. He’s not a high risk type of player. He’s 
really, really solid and very, very efficient. ... He’s been a pleasant 
surprise. For the most part, he’s been very consistent for us. For 
a freshman, you sometimes see them going all over the place but 

Young talents 
step in and step up

By Al Myatt

Brandan Stith and Caleb White assert themselves early

Caleb White (left, ECU Media 
Relations photo) and Brandon 
Stith (opposite page, W.A. Myatt 
photo) are two freshmen who are 
making an impact.
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he’s been a guy who’s been pretty solid each and every night.”
White has room for improvement as well as time to get it done.
“He’s got to be able to help us rebounding the ball,” Lebo said. “He’s got 

size and athleticism.”
Stith has not been scoring at the same rate as his classmate but has provided 

more of a frontcourt presence. The 6-7 son of former Virginia star, NBA veteran and 
Old Dominion assistant coach Bryant Stith was averaging over nine rebounds per game 
in mid-January, a team high, and he led the Pirates in shot blocking, too. Stith, who was 
coached by his dad in high school, also was contributing over six points per game during 
the first half of his first season in college.

“His ability to rebound the ball this year is something we really need,” Lebo 
said. “He gets those playing around 23, 24 minutes a game. It’s not like he’s playing 36 
minutes and getting double figure rebounds. He’s learning about the physicality of the 
game. He’s playing out of position a little bit but he’s been active for us on the glass. 
Offensively, he’s not there all the way yet but that’s something that he’ll keep working 
on and get better at. We’re real excited about him.

“The one thing that he brings us is a mentality and a willingness to learn. 
Every day in practice, he brings that and that’s great to see.

“Both of those freshmen, they do that very, very well. That’s encouraging as 
a coach.”

Lebo and staff deserve credit for bringing in players who can immediately 
contribute to the program. Junior college transfer Antonio Robinson also has had an 
impact.

White had offers from Cincinnati, Richmond, Tulane and Virginia Tech out 
of Virginia Episcopal School in Lynchburg, where he was coached by former Virginia 
hoops standout Curtis Staples.

“East Carolina had a lot of positives,” White said. “A beautiful campus. The 
academics were solid. On my visits, I met a lot of positive and great people. Everybody 
wanted to speak and everybody showed interest. It seemed like everybody in the city 
of Greenville was donned in their purple and gold. They were really excited about the 
programs we have here and the school in general.”

A building relationship with Lebo was also an influential factor in White’s col-
lege choice. The new $17 million practice facility also got his attention.

“That really speaks to the direction that ECU is going in,” White said. “It’s a beau-
tiful facility. We’re building great things. I wanted to come and be a part of that and do my 
part in helping that as well.”

White followed ECU’s CIT run as a senior at VES.
“I actually got down to the Loyola (Md.) game,” he said. “It was such a great atmo-

sphere in there (Williams Arena at Minges Coliseum). It looked so positive. I just couldn’t 
wait to get out there. In talking to the guys as they were making that run, they were all 
hyped up and excited about it. The coaches were telling me about all the games I didn’t 
make it to. It built a lot of anticipation for me.”

White also played football and baseball at VES. He lived at the school after 
transferring from Buckingham County following his sophomore year and that experience 
helped his adjustment to college. Staples helped him prepare for the next level.

“He coached me through a lot of things, off the court as well,” White said. “Being 
at the boarding school, away from home, all of that translated well once I got here.”

Workouts in the summer and individual sessions with first-year ECU assistant Mike 
Netti helped White develop confidence.

Nerves haven’t bothered White, even in tough environments at Duke and N.C. State.
“My only concern was just being there and playing how I knew I could play for my team-

mates around me,” he said. “Being able to deliver when my teammates were counting on me was my 
only concern.”

White wants to major in business. He has an uncle, Craig White, who has his own business 
in Maryland and the Pirates freshman would like to follow a similar career path whenever his playing 
career is complete.

Stith wants to major in criminal justice, his interest developing from crime scene investigation 
shows on television.

“I would always watch mystery documentaries and try to solve the case,” he said.
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Read more from Al Myatt at Bonesville.net.
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Stith’s dad counseled him on his college choice but left 
the decision up to his son who was weighing offers from Char-
lotte, Delaware State, Liberty, Ohio, Virginia Commonwealth and 
Virginia. Duke, Richmond and Wake Forest were also interested 
in Stith.

“I liked everything about East Carolina,” Stith said. “The 
campus is magnificent. The people here are really nice. The coach-
ing staff made it feel like it was a second home.”

Stith is in the first recruiting class to have access to the 
practice facility throughout their ECU career.

“It’s a place where I can go that I can really call my own,” 
Stith said. “During the summer we had to share the gym with stu-
dents. Sometimes it didn’t really work out as planned. Now that 
we have our own facility, we can go in there whenever we want 
and however long we want. That really helps.”

Although the level of play is higher at ECU than high 
school, Stith is making the adjustment.

“Back at Brunswick, most of the time I was the tallest 
and biggest person on the court,” he said. “At East Carolina, that’s 

not the case. I really have to work on my fundamentals and con-
centrate on parts of my game that would really help me in college 
that I really didn’t focus on in high school.”

Stith has exceptional jumping ability, a physical asset 
that is partially God-given but also has been enhanced through 
family workouts.

“Back in high school my dad and brother (Virginia sign-
ee B.J. Stith), we would go through a vertical leap program and 
use cross training in track and field. That really helped my ability 
to run and jump.”

Lebo says Stith has a nonstop motor. It has helped him 
power past the adjustment to playing his first season at ECU.

“I love competition,” Stith said. “I love a good game. 
Having an opportunity to play against good competition will help 
me improve my game.”

Pirate fans can appreciate the youthful tandem in the 
present and look forward to watching them progress in the future.
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Chemistry  
is Key for 
Stellar 
Squad By Bethany Bradsher

Heather Macy didn’t have 
to watch very many practices 

in the preseason to confirm 
 her hunch that the 2013-

’14 Lady Pirates have 
boatloads of talent, and 

a 12-1 charge through  
the non-conference 

slate bore out her 
impression.
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The thing Macy was less certain of is the intangible that 
has allowed ECU to continue its success into the intensity of the 
Conference USA schedule – the team’s unity and unselfish disre-
gard for the spotlight.

At an early January victory over College of Charleston, 
redshirt sophomore Jada Payne paced the team with 26 points 
and 11 rebounds for her third double-double of the season. In 
a tight 61-58 C-USA opening win over Florida Atlantic a week 
later, it was redshirt junior Abria Trice with 16 points and seven 
rebounds, her best outing this season. And when the Lady Pirates 
pounded national powerhouse Louisiana Tech at home ten days 

after that, it was time for freshman J’Kyra Brown to shine with 
career-best 29 percent and a stunning 78.6 percent accuracy from 
the field.

“I’ve said from the beginning that we have really talented 
players, and the key was going to be the chemistry of the players 
and having a really selfless approach,” said Macy, who is in her 
fourth season leading the program.

With the crucial C-USA Tournament opening on March 
11 in El Paso, Macy and her staff keep constant tabs on factors like 
team health, confidence and bench depth. The confidence ques-
tion is answered with the Pirates’ 15-2 record four games into the 
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conference slate; they are a team that believes they can prevail over any 
opponent, and they have done so using a wide variety of weapons. And 
through all of those wins, Macy has seen the kind of team depth that can 
translate into a postseason run.

The conference portion of the season has been particularly chal-
lenging because so many of the opponents are new – a trend that will 
repeat next season with the entry into the American Athletic Conference, 
Macy said. The Pirates have been challenged by the strength of C-USA 
newcomers like Old Dominion and Louisiana Tech – programs with a 
storied history of conference titles and postseason appearances.

Another area of strength that Macy is counting on, at least for 
the four home games remaining on the Lady 
Pirates’ docket in the month of February, is the 
support of the Minges faithful. As they have 
collected one victory after another, the regular 
attendees in the community have spread the 
word to build a solid faction of the Pirate Na-
tion with a special loyalty to women’s basket-
ball.

“We had two games over the break 
when the students were gone, and our commu-
nity support is so good that I couldn’t even tell 
the difference,” Macy said.

In the midst of the sustained team suc-
cess that has characterized the team this season, 
Macy has garnered some nationwide attention 
with an invitation to speak at the Nike Cham-
pionship Basketball Clinic in Myrtle Beach in 
April. She has presented at the events before, 
but for this particular clinic Macy is the only 
female speaker in a lineup that includes Kan-
sas State head coach Bruce Webber, Villanova 
head coach Jay Wright, Iowa head coach Fran 
McCaffrey, as well as former NBA and NCAA 
Coach Mike Dunlap.

Good chemistry: For the East Carolina women’s 
basketball, cohesion and humility are taking the 
team far. Sophomore Jada Payne (left), fresh-
man J’Kyra Brown (top right), and redshirt junior 
Abria Trice (bottom right) are just three examples 
of stars who’ve each had opportunities to shine 
thanks to the selfless approach that Coach Heath-
er Macy tries to instill in her players. 

All photos courtesy of ECU Media Relations.

#
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Fifteen Questions for

Pa r i S
Paris Roberts-Campbell played in all 66 games in his first two seasons in the East Caroli-

na basketball program. He was a role player on the 2012-13 team that went 23-12 and won the 

CollegeInsider.com Tournament but is counted on for more scoring this season as a junior. He 

has responded by scoring at a 14.2 clip through 16 games, compared to a 5.4 average his first two 

years at ECU. Roberts-Campbell is majoring in communication. He was All-State in the North 

Carolina Independent School Athletic Association as a high school junior in 2010, helping United 

Faith Academy to a state championship.   By W.A. Myatt

Favorite restaurant in Greenville?

Chili’s. 

What is your favorite video game?

The only video game we play is NBA 2k14 on the PS4. 

What led to your decision to play basketball at east 
carolina?

It was a great environment when I came on my visit. I came 
to watch them play UCF and they beat them (68-61 Feb. 5, 
2011). Another reason was my Grandmother, she lives like 
thirty minutes down the road and I’m real big on family. 

What has led to you accepting a larger role in scoring 
this year, as opposed to previous seasons?

It’s really what I have to do this year. Last year, we had great 
scorers on the team. I like to accept and play my role, and 
that’s what I had to do. 

Why did you choose to wear #22?

I used to wear #15 in high school, until I transferred. Once 
I got to my new school, they didn’t have #15, #22 was the 
only number and I decided to stick with it. 

Who’s the toughest player you’ve every had to  
defend?

Dwayne Davis, from Southern Miss. 

What do you enjoy doing in your free time?

Playing NBA 2k14. That’s all we really do in our free time. 

roberts-Campbell

12
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Paris Roberts-Campbell played in all 66 games in his first two seasons in the East Caroli-

na basketball program. He was a role player on the 2012-13 team that went 23-12 and won the 

CollegeInsider.com Tournament but is counted on for more scoring this season as a junior. He 

has responded by scoring at a 14.2 clip through 16 games, compared to a 5.4 average his first two 

years at ECU. Roberts-Campbell is majoring in communication. He was All-State in the North 

Carolina Independent School Athletic Association as a high school junior in 2010, helping United 

Faith Academy to a state championship.   By W.A. Myatt

roberts-Campbell

ECU Media Relations photo 13
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How has the new practice facility affected your indi-
vidual development?

It’s great. It’s always open so there’s no excuses not to get in 
there and get shots up. At least once every day, I try to get 
in there and get some shots up. I think it really has helped 
my game. Before, it was either hit or miss with Minges 
— sometimes the goals would be up and sometimes they 
wouldn’t. Now, we can always get in the gym. 

Who’s the funniest person on the team?

Everyone has their own different humor, we really have a 
funny team. It might be Akeem (Richmond), though.

Do you have any rituals or superstitions you do  
before games?

I listen to the same music playlist before every game. 

How important was winning the CIT last year in put-
ting East Carolina basketball on the map?

I think a lot of people know about us now, as opposed to 
last year. The way we won it, the game winner, gave us a lot 
of publicity. 

If you could take the floor with four players from any 
era, at their prime, who would you choose?

Allen Iverson, Reggie Miller, LeBron James and at center, 
DeMarcus Cousins. 

If you could go on a vacation anywhere in the world, 
where would you choose?

I’d go to California. That’s somewhere I’ve always wanted to 
go. I’d like to see what the west coast is like. 

How have coach Lebo and staff helped your develop-
ment as a player?

They really stay on me about being aggressive and mak-
ing the right plays. They tell me the shots will fall so I just 
need to keep being aggressive. They really help me get in 
the right mindset. 

What’s your favorite thing about playing basketball 
for ECU?

My teammates and the staff, we’re like a big family and  
everybody loves each other here.#

14
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Pirates thin but willing

East Carolina basketball coach Jeff Lebo continued to probe and analyze in an effort to get 
the most out of his diminished personnel as the Pirates initiated Conference USA play for the last 

time. Those efforts included devising game plans as well as practice plans.
A relatively short rotation due to injuries and exits from the program created a 

wariness of burnout.
“It’s a work in progress every day, trying to get a little bit 

better,” Lebo said. “We’re trying to figure out how to practice 
and how to find the magical spot where we don’t overwork 
them but yet we get our work done.”

C-USA has a new scheduling format for the 
2013-14 season. Games are played on Thursdays and Sat-
urdays instead of Wednesdays and Saturdays. The Pirates 
have a travel partner, new league member Old Dominion. 
Teams will be either at home or on the road for their pair 
of weekly games. When ECU plays a team on Thursday, 
ODU will play that team on Saturday and vice versa.

“Playing on Thursday and Saturday with low 
numbers will be a difficult thing with one day in the mid-

dle to prepare,” Lebo said. “I’ve been in this situation 
one time with these low numbers. It’s not a fun thing 
to endure. It’s a difficult, frustrating at times, kind of 
process but the kids have been great with it. They’ve 
really worked hard. They understand where they are 
and what they have to do. We really have no margin 
for error in conference play. That’s the pressure that 
we feel each and every night.”

Media timeouts every four minutes help 
keep ECU’s limited numbers fresh. Lebo also has 
three full timeouts and two 30-second timeouts per 
game at his disposal.

“Our kids are in pretty good shape,” said 
the Pirates coach. “One thing about low numbers, 
they get in shape. They know what it’s like to have 
to play. What concerns us more is having foul prob-
lems and getting guys out of position a little bit. 
We’ve been playing different ways a little bit to try 
to preserve our people a little bit for second halves.”

 

Good shooting vital

Without a dominating inside game, it’s im-
portant for ECU to shoot well, particularly from be-

yond the 3-point arc, and to get to the free throw line 

Notes, Quotes & Anecdotes

HOOPS EDITION
by Al Myatt

Left: Coach Jeff Lebo (ECU Media Relations photo)
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Richmond was connecting at a rate of 39.7 percent, 81 
of 204.

As a team, ECU was making 8.9 threes per game, which 
tied for 14th with Villanova among 345 teams in NCAA Division I.

The Pirates were also getting to the free throw line, rank-
ing 21st nationally in free throws made (329) and 23rd in free 
throws attempted (459) through 17 games.

Transfers waiting in the wings

The numbers issue in terms of basketball personnel 
should improve by the time ECU joins the American Athletic 
Conference for the 2014-15 season.

Terry Whisnant, who made 35.6 percent of his 3-point 
attempts at Florida State as a sophomore in 2012-13, is counted 
on to fill the shooting void resulting from the loss of Richmond.

The Pirates should gain some frontcourt help from a pair 
of 6-7 forwards, Keith Armstrong and Michel-Ofik Ngeze, who 
are sitting out the current campaign.

Armstrong played on the high school level at Wakefield 
in Raleigh averaging a double-double with 14.3 points and 12.1 
rebounds in 2009-10. He played at Fishburne Military Academy 
in Waynesboro, Va., in 2010-11, averaging 5.9 points and 7.6 re-
bounds.

A foot injury limited his playing time during his sopho-
more season at Robert Morris before he relocated to ECU. He was 
on hand for 10 minutes in an NIT upset of Kentucky.

Ngeze will have three years of eligibility at ECU after av-
eraging 7.6 points and 3.7 rebounds in 14.5 minutes as a freshman 
at Winston-Salem State.

Ngeze averaged 25 points and 10 rebounds for Mount 
Zion in Durham before going to The Orme School in Arizona 
and helping that program to the 2011 state championship with a 
25-0 record. The native of Geneva, Switzerland helped his 17-and-
under and 18-and-under teams to Swiss national championships.

Big-bodied Kanu Aja (6-9, 250) will be transferring to 
ECU from City College of San Francisco. The arrival of incom-
ing freshman Grant Bryant (6-7, 195) from Kell High School in 
Marietta, Ga., also will help ECU deal with its current size deficit.

The most heralded of ECU’s incoming freshmen is 6-3 
point guard Lance Tejada of Blanche Ely High School in Pom-
pano Beach, FL. Rated a three-star recruit, Tejada was averaging 
24.6 points per game and 4.8 assists in the Tigers’ 17-1 start to the 
present season.

Ruff takes up for Derrell Johnson

ECU football coach Ruffin McNeill was generally pleased 
after a 37-20 win over Ohio in the Beef O’Brady’s Bowl at Tropi-
cana Field in St. Petersburg, FL, on Dec. 23.

He did got a little emotional as he looked around the 
postgame locker room and considered the 20 seniors who will be 
leaving the program.

“Coaches don’t cry,” McNeill said. “Their eyeballs may 
sweat a little bit. My eyeballs sweated just a little bit.”

McNeill also expressed his disbelief that senior lineback-
er Derrell Johnson did not make first team All Conference USA. 

by going to the basket aggressively.
Well into January, senior guard Akeem Richmond was 

leading NCAA Division I in 3-pointers per game with 4.69.
Richmond had the range on Jan. 2 at Campbell’s Gore 

Arena when he scored 37 points on 10 of 17 shooting on threes, 
setting building records for points, threes attempted and threes 
made.

The basketball facility at Campbell’s Pope Convocation 
Center had produced losses on visits in 2010 and 2011 but Rich-
mond’s efforts led a 79-71 ECU win in the most recent meeting.

Richmond played on the high school level at Southern 
Lee, just a short drive from Buies Creek.

“I had some family and friends here and I wanted to 
make a good showing for them,” Richmond said.

First-year Camels coach Kevin McGeehan had seen 
Richmond at Rhode Island before he transferred to ECU. McGee-
han was formerly an assistant at the University of Richmond.

“I don’t know what he had to drink this morning but I 
need some of that,” McGeehan said after witnessing Richmond’s 
shooting exhibition.

Richmond’s performance was amazing. He said a phone 
conversation with former ECU point guard Miguel Paul had en-
couraged him to be more assertive offensively, not that Richmond 
ever really needs to be told to shoot.

Asked about his range, he replied, “When I walk in the 
gym.”

Lebo, a highly-capable shooter in his own playing days, 
marveled at Richmond’s second 37-point effort of the season.

“Akeem was terrific,” said the Pirates coach. “Unbeliev-
able, shooting the basketball. We rode him the whole game. ... You 
need to shoot well when you have trouble rebounding the ball.”

When Richmond is hot, Lebo wants him to put the ball 
up.

“I give him a little freedom when he gets rolling,” Lebo 
said. “I thought that the ones he missed were his best looks. He 
missed like three that were like he pump faked, he got a guy up 
and sidestepped. That’s his shot. ... That’s how he is sometimes. He 
makes some of the ones, you go ‘Oh, my Lord.’ He hits those and 
he sometimes misses the ones that you think he’s so wide open 
that you expect him to make. He had a big night. We needed every 
one of them.”

The shooting light for Richmond doesn’t change.
“It’s always green for him,” Lebo said. “He can miss 18 in 

a row. Whether I think it’s green or red, he thinks it’s green. He’s 
got the mentality of a shooter. He thinks the next one is going to 
go down. That’s what he does for us. I let him do what he does 
best for us.

“He kind of has a feel for the game and knows when he’s 
on and when he’s off, when to pass it up because you can’t do it 
every time down the floor. I’m fine with it.

“I’ve seen it too often. We’ve ridden his outside shooting 
a ton.”

Richmond hasn’t been the Lone Ranger from 3-point 
land for the Pirates. Paris Roberts-Campbell had hit 32 of 98 for 
32.7 percent two games into the C-USA schedule. Freshman Ca-
leb White had dropped 23 of 52 for 44.2 percent. Petar Torlak had 
made 10 of 17 from long range for 58.8 percent.

Left: Senior guard Akeem Richmond (W.A. Myatt photo)
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cana Field in St. Petersburg, FL, on Dec. 23.

He did got a little emotional as he looked around the 
postgame locker room and considered the 20 seniors who will be 
leaving the program.

“Coaches don’t cry,” McNeill said. “Their eyeballs may 
sweat a little bit. My eyeballs sweated just a little bit.”

McNeill also expressed his disbelief that senior lineback-
er Derrell Johnson did not make first team All Conference USA. 

Johnson was a starter since his freshman year.
“Derrell Johnson is the best linebacker I ever coached 

and coached against,” said the ECU alumnus and coach. “I’ve 
coached against some great ones. He made second team All Con-
ference. Second team. ... Guys, that guy is big time. He’s big time. 
56 (Johnson’s number), he’s a war daddy. 

“I’ve known and been on defense all my life. I’m in my 
29th year of college ball. That guy ... is a war daddy. He’s one of the 
best linebackers I’ve coached. If y’all respect my defensive knowl-
edge, he’s one of the best I’ve coached. ... He never complained 
about not getting any awards. He’s always, ‘Yes sir, no sir.’ He’ll 
graduate in May. War daddy.” 

The diatribe on McNeill’s perceived slight on Johnson 
was spontaneous. It followed a question on whether the Pirates 
should receive Top 25 consideration going into next year after a 
10-3 season in 2013 with the players who are coming back.

“I didn’t mean to go off on that,” McNeill said. “But I 
want our kids to get all the praise they possibly can. We’re a team 
first but when the kids have earned and done everything you’ve 
asked and then they’re humble and don’t say anything, then they 
have to have a voice that stands out and fights for them. 

“I don’t hesitate to fight for our kids because they’ll fight 
for me. They love me and I love them but they won’t say a word.”
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Left: Senior guard Akeem Richmond (W.A. Myatt photo)

Geneva, Switzerland native, sophomore forward Michel-Ofik Ngeze  
(ECU Media Relations photo)
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Ten wins
ECU won 10 games for only the second time in its foot-

ball history. The 1991 football team, the measuring stick for Pirate 
football success, went 11-1 and finished No. 9 in the final Associ-
ated Press rankings.

“Wins are hard,” McNeill said. “I cherish every win. Wins 
are hard. Having been in it so long, Erlene (McNeill’s wife) and I 
have traveled, so many cities ... I get emotional when I think about 
it. ... I’m daddy to those guys. Erlene is mama.” 

Riley staying

Some anxiety rippled through Pirate Nation in mid-
January as Sammy Batten of The Fayetteville Observer and Bones-
ville.net reported that ECU offensive coordinator Lincoln Riley 
had been interviewed by Notre Dame regarding its quarterback 
coaching position.

Riley also was linked to the vacant offensive coordinator 
post at UNC Chapel Hill.

That sort of interest is to be expected when you’re calling 
the plays for a team that averaged 40.2 points per game, tied for 
eighth with Clemson in the Football Bowl Subdivision in scoring 
offense.

Staff continuity has generally characterized McNeill’s 
four years at the helm.

Riley said his family was happy in Greenville and he was 
looking forward to continuing his coaching career at ECU for the 
present time.

Godwin attends AAC meetings

ECU baseball coach Billy Godwin went to the baseball 
meetings for the American Athletic Conference in Providence, 
RI, in January, even though the Pirates will play the 2014 season 
in Conference USA before moving to the AAC for 2015.

Tulane also will move to the AAC at that time. Godwin 
is familiar with former C-USA programs which have already tran-
sitioned to the AAC such as Central Florida, Houston and Mem-
phis.

“I think it’s got a chance to be a great baseball league,” 
Godwin said. “It’s got a chance to be a top to bottom quality league 
with quality programs.”

Rebuilding the infield

The Pirates open the 2014 baseball season at home 
against James Madison at 3 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 14.

“Positionally, we’ve got some veteran guys back,” God-
win said. “I feel really good about our outfield with (Ben) Fultz, 
(Garrett) Brooks, (Dylan) Brown and we’ve added a kid named 
Ian Townsend from St. John’s River. He had a tremendous fall, a 
big left-handed hitter who has a chance to hit in the middle of our 
lineup.

“We’ve got Zach Houchins back at third, who is a very 
good player,” Godwin said. “The big question to me is we’re basi-

cally replacing the entire infield outside of third base.”
The Pirates plan to move Drew Reynolds from the des-

ignated hitter role to second base. That will give Godwin some 
flexibility with the DH spot.

“We can play the hot hand, play matchups and get the 
offense we need,” said the ECU skipper.

Luke Lowery will move from catcher and compete with 
freshman Bryce Harman for the job at first base. 

“The one thing we didn’t resolve coming out of the fall 
was our starting shortstop,” Godwin said. “We had two kids. One 
was coming off an injury (freshman Kirk Morgan) and the other 
was injured during fall camp (junior college transfer Hunter Al-
len). It was really hard to determine who’s going to win that job.

“I’m excited to have the opportunity to go out and work 
with two guys who are now 100 percent.”

Travis Watkins returns at catcher. Freshman Eric Tyler 
was a surprise behind the plate in the fall.

“We feel really good with our depth there,” Godwin said. 
The Pirates have considerably more mound experience 

than a year ago. The Pirate pitchers who are back have about four 
times the total number of innings worked as compared to the 
2013 staff.

“Experience is a huge key,” Godwin said.
Transfers Reid Love and Brett Saunders are solid addi-

tions. Freshman Davis Kirkpatrick, the son of football assistant 
Donnie Kirkpatrick, from D.H. Conley could become a weekend 
starter with Ryan Williams moving to the closer role.

“We brought in some freshmen left-handers to give us 
some matchup opportunities out of the bullpen that we really 
haven’t had,” Godwin said. “We can probably put (Nick) Dura-
zo from midweek starter back to the bullpen, where he’s better 
served.

Godwin also can summon Reynolds and Brett Mabry in 
relief situations. 

“That’s pretty exciting,” Godwin said.

New foes in C-USA

The Pirates will encounter some new opponents in their 
last C-USA baseball tour with rookie programs in the league out-
numbering the returners.

“Florida Atlantic is going to have a super team,” God-
win said. “Florida International was in a regional two years ago. 
Middle Tennessee has been a good program over the years. I think 
San Antonio made a regional last year. Old Dominion is coming 
in and Charlotte is back.

“It’s a different dynamic,” Godwin said. “I’m just excited 
that on our schedule we have two bus trips (Charlotte and ODU). 
That hasn’t happened a lot (in C-USA). That’s happened every 
other year to Marshall.

“I know the new coaches and the type of programs they 
run. We all want to play good people who do things the right way. 
I think Conference USA has done a good job of attracting those 
schools for our baseball league.” 

Read more from Al Myatt at Bonesville.net. $
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Game-by-Game
By Kevin Monroe
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Game #1 vs. Old Dominion

Shane Carden wasted no time establishing himself as one of the best quarterbacks in the conference with a brilliant opening 
game performance, setting a school record with 446 passing yards.  He completed 46 of 54 passes, five touchdowns and 
didn’t throw an interception.  It was simply one of the best performances by a quarterback in ECU’s history.  Freshman Davon 
Grayson caught three of those touchdowns becoming the first true freshman receiver in the school’s history to catch three 
TD passes.  Defensively the Pirates struggled, they allowed Old Dominion QB Taylor Heinicke to have his way with them as he 
was 38 of 51 for 338 yards and three touchdowns.  He also rushed for 52 yards and a score, but Shane Carden and the Pirate 
offense was too much to overcome… east carolina 52 – Old Dominion 38

The 2013 season began with tons of expectations.  
Shane Carden returned as the unquestioned leader of 

the Pirate offense after a freshman year that saw him take over 
the starting job from Rio Johnson, and blossom into a young 
star at the quarterback position.  

It didn’t hurt that he had one of the best receivers in 
the country, Justin Hardy, as a target. Justin stepped in where 
Lance Lewis left off and took the position to another level in 
2012.  

The prospect of what these two could accomplish 
in 2013 was very lofty, but not only did they meet those 
expectations, they surpassed them.  

Having a good receiving corps is great, but it doesn’t  
really matter if there is no running game to set up the pass.  

That’s where Vintavious Cooper came in. 
As a junior college transfer in 2012, he became the first 

Pirate running back in the Ruffin McNeill era to rush for 1000 
yards in a season. A converted QB, Vintavious has a knack for 
making the right cut with the football, because he understands 

defenses and what to expect from them when he has the ball 
in his hands.  

Defensively, East Carolina had a lot of question marks 
because of its lackluster performance in 2010 and 2011 that 
saw former defensive coordinator Brian Mitchell released. 

There was, however, a tinge of optimism with the 
hiring of Rick Smith as the new coordinator, as well as the 
return of a few very good players in the front seven, like three-
year returning starter Derrell Johnson who was on pace to start 
more games than any Pirate in school history.  

Linebackers Jeremy Grove and Kyle Tudor both 
exploded onto the scene in 2011 as aggressive tacklers with a 
nose for the football.  The secondary was definitely considered 
the weak spot going in, but juco transfers Chip Thompson and 
Adonis Armstrong, alongside senior standout Damon Magazu, 
were poised to have breakout seasons.  

Summer and fall camp were the best yet for the 
McNeill regime and the Pirates seemed poised for a big season 
heading into the first game against Old Dominion.

Shane Carden (5)

20
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Game #2 vs. Florida atlantic

This was the Thursday night game that may have changed the look of Pirate uniforms 
for years to come.  The debut of the black uniforms electrified Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium.  
The Pirates were undefeated in 2013 while wearing all black, and they looked good 
doing it. This game was all about the defense. Florida Atlantic struggled to even get first 
downs going 7 of 18 on the day on third down. ECU held FAU to under 4 yards per play 
and under 300 total yards.  The Pirate offense cooled off from their display in game one, 
but still managed to score 31 points… east carolina 31 –  Florida atlantic 13

Game #3 
vs. virginia tech

Another stellar defensive 
performance against one of 
the nation’s best rushing teams 
through the first two weeks of 
the season.  Virginia Tech was 
held to just 53 yards rushing on 
34 carries, but they managed 
to convert nearly 50% of 
their 3rd down opportunities. 
Offensively, ECU had a rough 
day. The high-powered offense 
that showed itself over the 
first two weeks was held down 
versus Virginia Tech, only 
accumulating 46 yards in the 
second half of this game… 

virginia tech 15 – ecU 10

Game #4 
vs. north carolina

This game marked the re-emergence of the 
offense.  The Tarheels couldn’t stop the ECU 
offense through the air or on the ground.  
Vintavious Cooper rushed for a career-high 
186 yards, and Shane Carden tallied three  
rushing touchdowns.  Carden also had a big 
day through the air with 376 yards and three  
passing touchdowns. The Pirates led 28-10 
at halftime and never looked back… 

east carolina 55 - north carolina 31

All images in this feature are courtesy of ECU Media 
Relations, except Game #13, by W.A. Myatt.Vintavious Cooper (21) 21
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Game #5 vs. middle tennessee

The Pirates had to bounce back a week later after the most emotional win of the Ruffin McNeill era because it was the first win at 
North Carolina in almost 40 years.  Maybe not as intense as the Hail Mary versus Tulsa, or the overtime win against N.C. State, but 
just as meaningful.  Middle Tennessee is an up and coming program with tons of talent.  Carden had another big day going 43-57 
for 365 yards, but ECU struggled to put the ball in the end zone. Luckily the defense came through again holding a team in the 
teens for the second time in 3 games… east carolina 24 – middle tennessee 17

Game #6 vs. tulane

This game was all about missed 
opportunities. It was the first time 
in the 2013 season that the Pirates 
didn’t score a touchdown on their 
opening drive after driving the ball 
inside the five and getting stopped. 
ECU struggled the entire game to 
get something going offensively and 
had to comeback from a 10-point 
deficit late in the 4th quarter to have a 
chance to win. Warren Harvey missed 
a 42 yard field goal at the end of the 
game that would have won it and they 
eventually lost in triple overtime. It 
was probably the most disappointing 
loss of the year because the Pirates 
were at least two touchdowns better 
than Tulane… tulane 36 - ecU 33

Game #7 vs. southern miss

USM is going through a tough time in their program. It’s really unfortunate to see them 
this way, because they used to be ECU’s biggest rival and dominated them throughout 
the 90s. This was never a game. The Pirates scored 55 points through three quarters, 
including a 24-point third quarter. It wasn’t until the fourth quarter after the Pirates 
pulled their starters, did USM finally score a touchdown. The Pirates were  11 of 17 on 
third downs and had 30 first downs in the game… east carolina 55 – southern miss 17

Justin Hardy (2)

Pirate Defense
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Game #8  
vs. Florida international

This game was similar to the FAU game 
early in the season.  The Pirates were the 
better team by a lot and jumped out to an 
early 21-3 lead.  Florida International really 
struggled to move the football, but the 
Pirates didn’t put them away the way they 
did against Southern Miss. Justin Hardy 
threw a TD and caught a TD on his way to 
a big day.  It took 13 fourth quarter points 
to finally pull away.  The defense played well, 
the offense struggled with consistency, but 
the team pulled it together to get a good 
road victory…

east carolina 34 - FiU13

Game #9 vs. tulsa

Shane was on fire again against the Golden Hurricanes, 
accounting for seven touchdowns — five passing and two  
rushing.  Justin Hardy had another big day, breaking Lance 
Lewis’ career TD mark of 23 and becoming the first ECU 
receiver with two 1,000-yard seasons.  The defense made 
the difference in this game picking off three Tulsa passes, 
and gave the offense plenty of scoring opportunities.  
Another big day for the Pirate offense led to a big win…

east carolina 58 - tulsa 24

Game #10 vs. UaB

It was Senior Day, and once again the offense was hitting 
on all cylinders, rolling up a season-high 625 yards of 
total offense with 278 of it coming on the ground.  Reese 
Wiggins had a career day with 142 yards receiving and 
three touchdown catches.  Another senior, RB Vintavious 
Cooper, rushed for 126 yards and three touchdowns.  The 
defense played well also picking off a couple passes and 
holding UAB to 7 points through 3 quarters...

east carolina 63 - UaB 14

Reese Wiggins (15)Justin Hardy (2)

Pirate Defense
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Final analysis 

East Carolina ended the season 10-3 and was in every game except for the Marshall game.  It could have very easily won 12 games.  
As a long time Pirate fan, it has been a while since ECU went into every game on the schedule not hoping to win, but expecting 
to win.  The best news for the 2013 ECU team is that the majority of its starters will be back in 2014.  The non-conference schedule 
will be tougher and the conference will be new as the Pirates head into the AAC in 2014.  That being said, with the nation’s most 
accurate passer returning expect big things from ECU in 2014.  

Game #11 
vs n.c. state

This is another emotional game for 
the Pirates that they controlled from 
start to finish leading by 28 points 
with 1:56 left in the game.  N.C. State 
struggled to stop the Pirates all day 
long rolling up numbers through the 
air and on the ground. Tay Cooper 
rushed for 148 yards averaging over 
six yards per carry. Shane Carden 
passed for 255 yards and three TDs 
while rushing for two others. The 
defense dominated again, but gave 
up three late TDs to make the final 
score much closer than it really was…

ecU 42 – n.c. state 28

Game #12 vs. marshall

If the Tulane game was the most surprising game of the year, this game was the most shocking.  Marshall played the best game 
they have played all year and the Pirates played their worst.  Nothing went right all game from the opening kickoff.  The Pirates got 
down early 24-0 and could have been 31-0 if not for a holding call.  ECU was 7-18 on third downs and never seemed to get into 
an offensive rhythm.  Conversely the Herd was 10-14 on third downs and ECU never really stopped them… marshall 59 – ecU 28

Game #13  
vs. Ohio (Bowl Game)

The Pirates jumped out to the early 14-0 
lead, but then seemed to get complacent.  
Ohio had a good football team and used 
some trickery to keep themselves in 
the game, even taking the lead 20-17 at 
one point.  Luckily, the Pirates got up off 
the mat and scored three unanswered 
touchdowns to end the game. It was a 
big rushing day for the Pirates with both 
Tay Cooper and Breon Allen averaging 7 
yards per carry.  The defense also showed 
up big getting 3 interceptions and 2 of 
them coming in the 4th quarter to salt the 
game away… 

east carolina 37 – Ohio 20
Players are in a celebratory mood as they gather around defensive coordinator  
Rick Smith after the Pirates’ bowl win over Ohio.  (W.A. Myatt photo)

Shane Carden (5)
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The Inside
Slant
by Brian Bailey

Donnie Kirkpatrick just wrapped up his 
ninth season on the East Carolina football staff. 
Coach “K” serves as the inside receivers coach 
and the recruiting coordinator for head coach 
Ruffin McNeill. Recently Coach Kirkpatrick was 
my radio guest on The Brian Bailey Show on Pi-
rate Radio 1250 &930 when he wrapped up the 
Beef ‘O’ Brady’s Bowl win and the upcoming  
recruiting season…

How was the bowl experience for the team?

The whole thing, but especially the “Beach Bash” was really well 
done. Sometimes you go to bowl games and things aren’t very well 
organized. I thought we had just enough time on the beach and 
with all of the activities, I think when our kids are 90 years old 
they will think back to all of the fun that they had in St. Peters-
burg.

Does winning the bowl game make things easier and 
better in getting ready for 2014?

It really does. It sets the whole tone, the whole moral. The kids 
have enjoyed the break and have healed up. When you win that 

last game there is just a little more excitement starting with that 
first meeting. UCF last year used the same bowl game that we just 
won into a BCS bowl winning season and that’s our goal now.

How does the move to the american athletic confer-
ence change things at east carolina?

Our goal will not change at all. Our goal will be to win the con-
ference and to win the bowl game. I’ve laughed at some of the 
comments. This is the first year that we haven’t played UCF. We 
led that same bunch 14-0 early on last year when we lost. Sure, we 
wanted to play better but we came away from that game thinking 
UCF was a pretty good football team. We have played many of 
these same teams and programs before. It’s really just going back 

ECU Media Relations photo

One-on-One
with Donnie
Kirkpatrick
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to the old league and our goals will continue to be the same. I 
think we’ll be picked to do pretty well in this new league and I 
think that will be our expectations.

are recruits and coaches talking about the move to 
the american athletic conference for east carolina?

I think it’s a matter of perception. We have moved up but now 
people believe that we are much closer to the ACC’s of the world. 
Winning is always the number one thing. Tradition is also big for 
sure. I remember when the news broke last year (that East Car-
olina would be joining the Big East which later turned into the 
American Athletic Conference) I was in between high schools on 
a recruiting trip. The coach that I went to visit had already heard 
the news. The recruit had a look in his eye that yes, he would now 
talk to us because of our move up. 

We have had to explain just what the American Athletic Confer-
ence is after the Big East basketball schools kept that name. That’s 
one thing that we have had to do. That’s part of recruiting to sell 
your story. We’ve tried to get that story out and it’s big that we are 
moving up into the American. 

Quarterback shane carden returns for his senior sea-
son. What kind of senior season do you look for from 
carden?

I think he loves the situations when people tell him that he can’t 
do something. I think he really thrives on that. He is a great leader 
for our football team. I think this summer that he and Justin Har-
dy will get more preseason recognition than anyone that has ever 
played in the East Carolina program. 

What is the key to recruiting at east carolina?

What you have to do at East Carolina is to do a great job in evalu-
ation. You have to try and figure out who are the Justin Hardy’s? 
Who are the players that we can get that could actually play any-
where in the country? If we keep winning, keep winning in double 
digits then we’ll get plenty of good players. 

What is a way to sell a recruit on east carolina?

A good example is Robert Jones, whose son Isaiah was a standout 
as a freshman this past season. Robert told me that he didn’t think 
he would have been a first round draft pick by the Dallas Cow-
boys if he had gone to a BCS type of school. He said by coming to 
East Carolina and playing so early that he became the player that 
turned into an All-American. 

What is the plan for this 2014 recruiting class at east 
carolina?

We are still planning on signing a full class of 25. We are expecting 
four players to start school in January, and they will count back to 
last year’s class. That’s one of the hardest things that I have to do as 
the recruiting coordinator because I have to rely on so many oth-

ers to make sure our math comes our right. Our compliance folks 
are really good and we all work together to make sure we have the 
right numbers. 

As of the first week of January we have sixteen student athletes 
that have told us that they are definitely going to be Pirates. We 
still have some battles to go for sure. We are going to sign a big 
class of offensive lineman, anywhere between five and seven of 
those. We like to have 18 offensive linemen in our program. Most 
of them will be high school kids but we could pick up a junior 
college lineman or so. We are going to sign several wide receivers. 
Our numbers are down there, but our talent is way up. We are 
really excited about the talent in our receiving corps. We would 
like to petition the NCAA to play with two footballs so we could 
really throw it around. We will sign about five receivers. We’d like 
to sign a pair of running backs. We have good running backs but 
we need some depth. We don’t have the running backs committed 
yet because we are going after some really good ones that are on 
a lot of lists. We will sign a quarterback for sure. Since we have a 
senior at quarterback it’s a good time to sign one. 

What about on the other side of the football?

Defensively we are going to sign a lot of guys that are defensive 
ends/linebacker guys. Some of them will beef up and move into 
the defensive line. Some of them will stay as linebackers. They’ll 
be a few swing guys and a couple of inside type linebackers. We’re 
getting hit in the secondary with some graduations so we’ll re-
place some of those in recruiting as well. 

the national signing Day is like christmas for college 
football fans. How do you think the pirates will do?

I think Santa will do us right. I’ve been good and I know Coach 
Ruff has been good so we expect Santa to really look out for us.  
I think Santa is really going to bring us some nice presents this 
year.   

Quarterback Shane Carden (W.A. Myatt photo)
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Jeff Hoffman had his 21st birthday on 
Jan. 8 and received a few gas cards which 
would help get him back to Greenville from 
Latham, N.Y., after the holiday break.

The East Carolina pitcher may be able to buy his own gas 
station by the time he turns 22. 

His financial assets could improve that much by then.
In the meantime, Hoffman will be pumping gas for the 

Pirates this spring with a fast ball that tops out at 98 miles per 
hour.

Hoffman was named the 2013 winner of the Robert A. 
McNeece Award in the Cape Cod Baseball League in August. The 
honor goes to the league’s top pro prospect. The Cape Cod League 
had 256 former players in Major League Baseball in 2013.

Hoffman has played two summer seasons for the Hyan-
nis Harbor Hawks, staying with the same host family both years.

“Playing against some of the best competition in the 
country day in and day out, you really learn a lot,” Hoffman said. 
“You get to see all those guys play. If you know how to be a student 
of the game, it can really help you progress as a player.”

The junior right-hander is projected to go high in the 
MLB draft in June, possibly No. 1.

He has become a top prospect in two years with the Pi-
rates.

Playing professionally has been Hoffman’s dream, even 
as he was leading Shaker High School to its first New York state 
championship. He was undrafted out of Shaker despite throwing a 
complete game shutout in the title game.

“In the long run my goal is to be a professional baseball 
player,” Hoffman said. “The college step was necessary because my 
body wasn’t physically ready yet. I needed a place that would de-
velop me mentally and physically.”

Hoffman was 6 feet, 4 inches and weighed 165 pounds in 
high school. His fast ball ranged from 90 to 92 mph. He’s grown 
an inch, added 30 pounds to his frame with strength and condi-
tioning plus a supervised diet. His velocity has increased with his 
gains in size and strength.

“What attracted me to East Carolina the most was the 
coaching staff,” Hoffman said.

Former Pirate players such as Seth Maness of the St. Lou-
is Cardinals and Michael Anderson, who was from the same area 
of New York as Huffman, were also influential.

Hoffman watched Maness pitch in the World Series with 
some mixed emotions because Hoffman likes the Boston Red Sox.

“I just picture him in an East Carolina uniform still,” 

Hoffman 
becomes 
major 
prospect
at ECU
By Al Myatt

ECU Media Relations photo
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Hoffman said of Maness. “I remember watching him pitch a few 
times when I got down there when I was still in high school. The 
main thing that goes through my head is I want to be there. 

“ ... That’s the greatest job in the world, to go out there 
and be able to play baseball for a living.” 

Pirates coach Billy Godwin became aware of Hoffman in 
the recruiting process as a result of a tip from Elon. Godwin had 
helped the Phoenix find a catcher the previous year.

As former New York Yankees catcher Yogi Berra once 
said, “Ninety percent of pitching is mental and the other half is 
physical.”

Hoffman has made strides in both areas as a Pirate.
“We knew when he came in as a freshman, he had 

a chance to be special, because of his size and the way his arm 
worked,” Godwin said.

ECU pitching coach Dan Roszel has been a vital element 
in Hoffman’s progress.

“I am extremely proud of Jeff,” Roszel said. “What he is 
becoming is because of all of the dedication to detail, desire to be 
the best and discipline to do what’s right on and off the field.

“Jeff has been one of the most motivated young men 
I have ever had the opportunity and privilege to coach. Jeff has 
plenty of outstanding qualities but the desire to be the best has 
taken him to where he is right now.

“Jeff ’s progression can be seen first from his time and 
effort in the weight room and the significant gains in strength and 
his conditioning level taught from both strength coach Blaine 
Kinsley and our head athletic trainer Zac Womack. They un-
doubtedly have had a major impact in how he has performed on 
the field.

“Jeff has taken steps each year to learn the feel of his de-
livery and more importantly learn the mental side of the game. Jeff 
came to ECU with a belief that he could pitch here and it showed 
as a freshman when he relieved early in the season and finished as 
one of our best starters.

“Jeff displayed the confidence of an upperclassmen early 
in his career and is truly the most competitive ball player on the 
field. Jeff has a bright future ahead of him and is just now starting 
to scratch the surface of his potential. We work each day at mak-
ing progress towards mastering the feel and understanding of his 
delivery and work hard at being a complete pitcher with all of our 
drills and pitching talks.”

The Hoffman package has become an impressive one on 
multiple levels.

“I’ve really learned a lot about pitching,” Hoffman said. 
“That’s the thing I’m most proud about in college.

“Coach Roszel does a great job of teaching us not only to 
throw pitches or when to throw pitches but he really makes sure 
we know why we’re throwing certain pitches.”

Hoffman has developed a hard, sweeping curve that has 
become a strikeout pitch.

Godwin has weighed in with his knowledge as well. 
“Jeff and I have had a lot of conversations on the mental 

side and we see him making tremendous progress there,” God-
win said. “Most people think these kids come in and they want 
them to be the finished product but they’re not. That’s the neat 
part about my job and our job as coaches. We help them develop 
in a lot of areas. Guys develop and evolve. I’m really pleased with 
what he’s become.”

Hoffman had a 6-7 record last season with a 3.20 earned 
run average.

“People go, ‘That’s just OK,’ “ Godwin said of those num-
bers. “Again, it’s a developmental process and if you look at what 
we asked him to do, he came in here and became our midweek 
starter halfway through his freshman season. Then we go from 
that to asking him, ‘Hey, be our Friday night guy.’ I don’t remem-
ber a pitcher giving us as many quality starts.”

A quality start is defined as six or more innings with 
three or fewer earned runs. Hoffman averaged over seven innings 
per start last year.

“That’s what you want,” Godwin said. “You want a work-
horse.”

Hoffman was facing quality competition on a weekly ba-
sis in Conference USA.

“Last year in our league, I would say the Friday night 
pitching was as good across the board as any time I’ve been in the 
league,” Godwin said. “He was matching up against everybody’s 
best. Now that he’s had that experience, he’s ready to move for-
ward and we expect great things out of him.”

The Pirates open the season at home on Feb. 14 with a 3 
p.m. game against James Madison.

Hoffman will lead a mound staff that is vastly more ex-
perienced than a year ago when ECU was 31-26 overall and 14-10 
in C-USA.

“We know what it takes to win,” Hoffman said. “What 
these young guys coming in haven’t seen before, we have the ex-
perience to kind of show them the ropes.”

Hoffman wants to keep his priorities in order in what 
could be his final season on the college level.

“It’s real exciting,” he said of the draft possibilities. “It’s 
really first and foremost that I do what I have to do this year for 
the Pirates. I want nothing more than to take this team as far as it 
can go. We have the talent. We have the depth. We have the guys 
this year who can take East Carolina farther than they’ve ever 
been.

“I say that with complete confidence. I don’t have a doubt 
in my mind that we can get in position to get a chance to play for 
Omaha. ...

“All the draft rankings and that stuff will take care of it-
self once we do what we’re supposed to do as a team.”

Watching Hoffman grow up before his eyes has been an 
enjoyable experience for Godwin.

“It’s been a lot of fun to watch Jeff mature and develop 
from a physical and mental standpoint,” Godwin said. “We’re real 
excited about what he has the capabilities of doing for our pro-
gram. I’ve never been in his situation with the draft and those 
type of things that are looming. He’s really turned into a leader 
on our pitching staff. He really wants our program to win and be 
successful. 

“He wants to be a huge part of that, which we know he’s 
going to be.”  #
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Often times I mention to folks the East Carolina Univer-
sity and Greenville, North Carolina I came to in 1988 doesn’t even 
resemble the two places today. 

Most places don’t change a whole lot. Especially cities 
in the midwest and northeast, just trying to hold on these days. 
Those tough economies have a real impact on educational institu-
tions and the population base.  

Thankfully, that’s not the case at ECU and Greenville 
where the growth has really been incredible.  There is an energy 
here that is sadly lacking in other parts of the country. Those of 
us who live here shouldn’t take the strides this university, this city 
and this region have made for granted. 

What is encouraging is the bright future. That’s not to say 
we don’t have our challenges, we certainly do. As we’ve all begun a 
new year in 2014, let’s take a moment to reflect back.  

My frame of reference is over twenty-six years — more 
than a quarter of a century (that sounds scary) — so here’s the way 
it was then, and here is how it is today. 

Let’s start with athletic facilities. Ficklen Stadium had 
35,000 seats, Minges Coliseum was a glorified high school gym 
complete with wooden bleachers, and Harrington Field had a ca-
pacity of 2,000 with a press box the size of a postage stamp.  

The athletic department offices were scattered every-
where. My first office was in Scales Field House. Other offices were 
in Minges, and the Pirate Club was where the ticket office is today.  

Sports Information was in a trailer.  
The weight room was in an old skating rink. 
Fast forward to today.  
Dowdy Ficklen Stadium Bagwell Field has 50,000 seats, 

two major expansions in recent years, and aesthetic improve-
ments including a state of the art video board.  

Minges Coliseum, renamed Williams Arena Minges 
Coliseum in the early 1990’s, thanks to a generous gift from Wal-
ter and Marie Williams, received a total facelift. I’m still amazed 
to see how the “old Minges” was transformed into a real coliseum 
with 7,200 seats. What is exciting are plans for the future with 
much needed video upgrades. 

Clark-Leclair Stadium can take its place as one of the fin-
est baseball stadiums in all of college baseball. Built on the same 
site as Harrington Field, this facility is a true jewel. I never take 
it for granted, especially when I walk into the press box, and our 
Pirate IMG Sports Network Booth, which is nicer than some ma-
jor league baseball booths. The great seats, concessions, restrooms 

and amenities are first class.  
The Murphy Center replaced a grassy area and a chain 

link fence behind the football end zone. Thanks to the Murphy 
family, this structure added so much. The strength training area is 
the envy of programs throughout the country.  The banquet facil-

A Visit with  
“The Voice”
by Jeff Charles

Inside Minges Coliseum - 1988

ECU ThEn & now

That vacant lot beside Minges? That was the site of what  
was to become the ECU basketball practice facility.

In the 1980s, Ficklen Stadium stood alone with  
Minges Coliseum and Scales Field House
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ity upstairs, with the connecting walkway into Minges Coliseum, 
is a great venue for gatherings.  

The Ward Sports Medicine Building was also a vacant lot 
in 1988. I remember my interview with then Director of Athletics 
Dave Hart, when he unveiled the blueprints for this new facility, 
thanks to the Ward family.  In 1989 we were in the new home of 
Pirate Athletics, with offices finally under one roof. The beauti-
ful new Smith-Williams Basketball Practice Facility was not long 
ago grass and sidewalks. The Pirate Nation stepped up again.  Not 
only does this new structure house the men’s and women’s basket-
ball offices and practice courts, it will also house the ECU  Hall of 
Fame, a real shrine to Pirate greats, and replace the wall in Ward 
where the plaques are now displayed in a hallway. 

Finally, the Olympic Sports Complex off Charles Boule-
vard totally changed the athletics plant. The softball stadium, the 
track, the new building with coaches offices is very impressive.  
Visitors to campus remark about the complex on their first visits 
to ECU. 

In 1988 Greenville was a town of 45,000, kind of a sleepy 
little southern college town with big plans for the future. Today, 
Greenville is a vibrant small city of 85,000 and growing every day. 
It used to be when ECU was not in session you could really see a 

big difference in traffic and the hustle and bustle. Today you can’t 
really tell that much if the students are here or not unless you go 
on campus.  As the hub of medical facilities, services, and retail 
shopping, Greenville has really emerged and continues to grow. 

Just take a look around. We’ve come a long way, baby, 
and the best is yet to come. “Keep painting ‘em purple.”

All photos courtesy of ECU Media Relations

Below: Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium and surrounding facilities - 2013

Minges Coliseum - 2013

30

2014-02-PC.indb   30 1/29/2014   1:54:53 PM



31

It might be tempting to dismiss informal  
volleyball games, trust exercises and psychology 
books as irrelevant to a softball team gunning for a 
conference championship.

But head coach Beth Keylon-Randolph, her seven  
seniors and the rest of the East Carolina softball team will be 
quick to correct that way of thinking. The Lady Pirates, who open 
their season on February 7 in a tournament hosted by BYU, are 
convinced that their focus on mental preparation and team unity 
will help provide an edge on the field.

“Every day we do something with the mental or the lead-
ership role, not just physical skills,” said Keylon-Randolph, who is 
starting her second season at the helm of the Pirates. “We neglect 
that sometimes when we’re doing the Xs and Os, but they are ea-
ger to be better in that.”

A few of the exercises that have moved ECU past soft-
ball skills alone include reading assignments from top sports psy-
chologists (the players were assigned chapters to read and then 
discuss as a group), trust games to help the women learn how 
to encourage and motivate each other and team volleyball games 
with the sole purpose of letting them have fun together. The re-
sult? According to senior Jill Jelnick, the team is closer than ever, 
with a laser focus on creating a unit that is far better than the sum 
of its parts.

“Right off the bat, we’re just in a better place now than 
we were this time last year,” said Jelnick, an outfielder from Aliso 
Viejo, Calif. “We have a lot of depth this year. We have a really 
strong senior class, and we haven’t had that in the last three years.”

That senior class includes many of the players who have 
carried the Pirates offensively in recent seasons, like Jelnick, the 
team’s leadoff hitter, Alex Fieldhouse, who earned C-USA Hitter 
of the Week in April 2013, and Jordan Lewis and Kristi Oshiro, 
both named to the Conference USA all-conference second team 
last year. The other two returning seniors, Jasmine Robbins and 
Chelsea Kaluhiokalani-Glackin, have also become consistent con-
tributors, and senior transfer Shelby Johnson is one of the team’s 
leading power hitters.

They are also a group that shared the high of winning a 
conference championship as freshmen and weathered the coach-
ing change that marked their junior season. Now, with all of that 

Above: Senior hitter Jill Jelnick  (ECU Media Relations photo)

Better all around
Multi-faceted approach sharpens East Carolina’s 

softball team ahead of season’s start

The Bradsher 
Beat

by Bethany Bradsher
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behind them, the upperclassmen are prepared to be strong 
leaders for their younger teammates and lead the charge for 
a season that ends in national prominence.

“We’ve been through a lot together,” said Oshiro, 
a second baseman from Hawaii whose younger sister Kacie 
is also an ECU freshman teammate this year. “It’s definitely 
brought us a lot closer. I think we’re ready for anything.”

Add that abundant supply of maturity and experi-
ence to Keylon-Randolph’s increased comfort level with her 
role and you get a team that already knew it was better than 
last year before it faced its first official game. It only took a 
few practices leading into the fall scrimmage season to set a 
new, higher standard.

“Now they know us as a coaching staff, they know 
what our expectations are, they know how we’re going to be 
with them, and I feel like they’ve worked really hard over 
the break on how to be better leaders,” Keylon-Randolph 
said. “They’re hungry, they’re eager, they’re seniors, they 
love ECU, they want to go out on a really high note and 
play the best ball they can play this year.”

The pitching staff doesn’t include any seniors, but 
the arrival of junior transfers Gabby Andino and Caroline 
Umphlett has meant an infusion of depth to the group. 
Junior Sarah Christian, the pitching workhouse over the 
past two years, has made great strides over the offseason, 
Keylon-Randolph said, throwing faster and improving her 
movement on the mound. Andino and Umphlett, who 
transferred to ECU from Florida State and BYU, respec-
tively, both bring power pitching and experience to reduce 
the pressure on Christian.

One of the major alterations in the Lady Pirates’ 
schedule this year features three straight road trips to open 
the slate – the first two hosted by BYU and Baylor and the 
third, the Diamond 8 Citrus Classic in Florida, featuring 
schools from Delaware, Georgia and Alabama. Ironically, 
ECU’s season opener pits them against Grand Canyon, the 
school that handed the women’s basketball team its first loss 
of the season, but Keylon-Randolph believes it is a schedule 
full of new looks and challenges that will sharpen the team 
for conference play.

By the time the Lady Pirates arrive back in Green-
ville on March 1 for their home-opening series against 
Tennessee Tech, the players expect the Pirate Nation to be 
ready to play its part for a team that will have improved 
considerably through its weeks of travel. If the fans show 
up, the seniors plan to make sure the trip is worth their 
while.

Opposite page: Senior 2B Kristi Oshiro; This page – Top: Coach 
Beth Keylon-Randolph; Bottom: Senior 3B Alex Fieldhouse (ECU 
Media Relations photos)

#
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Freshman year in college. For any teenager leaving home and start-
ing life in a new place, it’s a seismic adjustment. Instantly, college freshmen are 
responsible for their own academics, social life and time management, and some 
crumble under the load of that independence.

Now take the above scenario and insert a new country, with a dif-
ferent language, unusual food and a culture much different from the only one 
the student has ever known. Add to that the demands of being a scholarship 
athlete – practices, study halls, meetings, weights – and you understand the 
strength of character it requires to thrive as an international student-athlete 
at East Carolina.

This year 27 international students are attending ECU on athletic 
scholarships competing for six different teams, representing 22 countries. 
Plenty of students come from Rocky Mount and Raleigh and Reidsville to be-
come Pirates, but still others come from Serbia and Slovenia, Slovakia and 
Sweden. And in surveying a cross section of this ECU United Nations, one 
underlying theme emerges. They might be far from home, but they have found 
a different kind of home right here.

Internationals make the decision to suit up for East Carolina for a 
host of different reasons, but very few ever see the campus before they move 
in. A few take college tours with other top athletes from their country, but 
more commonly coaches recruit via e-mail or other social media tools. In 
most cases, Pirates from across the globe say that it was a connection with the 
coach that won them over.

Greenville has been home to some talented international athletes 
over the years, but few have made the kind of splash in their sport as senior 
tennis player Joran Vliegen from Maaselk, Belgium, who in October became 
the first Pirate player to ever win the ITA Carolina Region Singles Champion-
ship and is entering the spring season as the No. 23 singles player in the na-
tion. And when it came time to choose a college, Vliegen had to rely solely on 
his interactions with coach Shawn Heinchon and the pictures and videos he 
had seen of the ECU campus.

“The main reason I came to the U.S. was to combine my studies with 
my sport, a combination we don’t have in Europe,” said Vliegen. “So I basically 
got recruited, and picked ECU because I felt I had a good relationship with my 
coach and from what I saw of ECU, I was immediately impressed.”

Basketball player Jenka Stiasma, a native of Slovakia, attended high 
school in Florida, so she had a more traditional route to college. She had sev-
eral options, but when she stepped foot onto the ECU campus and met coach 
Heather Macy and her staff, her decision was no longer complicated.

“I came here, and from that moment, I was like, ‘This is my home,’” 
said Stiasma, a 6-3 freshman post player. ”It’s really important for me, because 
I’m far away from my real home.”

Patriek Wolterbeek, a teammate of Vliegen’s on the tennis team, had 
never even considered ECU as one of his finalists until he committed to the 
University of North Florida and the agreement started to fall apart. By the 
time he restarted his search, most of the schools where he inquired had given 

PirateS 
WorldWide

By Bethany 
Bradsher

Left: Patriek Wolterbeek from Spijkenisse, Netherlands
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out all of their scholarships, but when he crossed paths with East Carolina he 
knew that the roundabout path had led him to the right destination, he said. 

“When East Carolina came through with an offer, it was an easy 
decision,” said Wolterbeek, who came to ECU from Spijkenisse, Netherlands. 
“It is a privilege to be a Pirate.”

Some international athletes get to their home countries twice a year, 
but some aren’t even able to return home that often, and American team-
mates frequently host their foreign friends for Thanksgiving and other holi-
days. The advent of Skype and a messaging app called WhatsApp have revo-
lutionized the ability of athletes to stay in touch with family and friends, even 
across continents and oceans. Of course, just seeing a loved one on a screen 
isn’t a substitute for real quality time, and they do get homesick at times, 
Wolterbeek said. 

“I made the choice to live wherever I am at that moment,” he said. 
“Friends stay forever, whether you talk with them every day or once a month. 
So when I am representing East Carolina as a tennis player, I am fully focused 
on what I am there for.”

Golfer Nicoline Engstroem Skaug is fortunate – she’s only a sopho-
more and her parents have come to Greenville from her home in Oslo, Nor-
way twice to visit. She has strengthened her golf game under coach Kevin 
Williams, she said, but she also sees the overall experience of moving across 
the world as one that has matured her in other ways.

“I feel like I have developed a lot as an athlete,” Skaug said. “I have 
probably developed even more as a person, figuring out who I want to be, 
what I want to do and what works for me.”  

The majority of international Pirate athletes are well-adjusted and 
very quickly figure out how to thrive at East Carolina, but one topic still 
evokes thoughts of home – the food. Every one of the student-athletes in-
terviewed said that the food from home is what they miss most, and several 
mentioned the difficulty of finding specialties from countries like Israel or 
Hungary in Eastern North Carolina. One adjustment has been the portion 
sizes, Skaug said, which are much larger here than in Norway.

“I mostly miss the food,” said Amit Bechar, a swimmer from Reut, 
Israel whose sister Noam is also on the Pirate swim team. “The Mediterranean 
food we have in Israel will be forever my favorite food, and it’s hard for me to understand American nutrition.”   

ECU has scholarship 
athletes from around 
the globe. The pinpoints 
on the maps below and 
at  right provide a visual 
for the widespread reach 
of Pirate recruiting. In-
cluded are: New Zealand 
(below), Canada (center), 
Austria, Belgium, Croatia, 
Denmark, Greece, Hun-
gary, Israel, Lithuania, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Po-
land, Russia, Serbia, Slo-
vakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, 
and the UK. 

Above: Jenka Stiasna from Zvolen, Slovakia
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Fanny Wolte
Graz, Austria
Women’s Golf

Damen Brenard
Nalinnes, Belgium

Men’s Tennis

Joran Vliegen
Maaseik, Belgium

Men’s Tennis

Julien Dodu
Oshawa, Ontario

Swimming and Diving

Danielle McIntosh
Newmarket, Ontario

Soccer

Fran Krznaric
Zagreb, Croatia

Swimming and Diving

Anna Maria Svanbergsson
Copenhagen, Denmark
Swimming and Diving

Anastasia Amoiroglou
Thessaloniki, Greece
Swimming and Diving

Attila Kiraly
Budapest, Hungary

Swimming and Diving

Amit Bechar
Reut, Israel

Swimming and Diving

Noam Bechar
Reut, Israel

Swimming and Diving

Rokas Cepulis
Siauliai, Lithuania

Swimming and Diving

Patriek Wolterbeek
Spijkenisse, Netherlands 

Men’s Tennis

Emily Eng
Auckland, New Zealand

Women’s Golf

Dana Gray
Rotorua, New Zealand

Women’s Tennis

Nicoline Engstroem-Skaug
Oslo, Norway
Women’s Golf

Fredric Lehfeldt
Oslo, Norway
Men’s Tennis

Jakub Trzasakski
Barlinek, Poland
Cross Country

Maria Storozheva
Moscow, Russia
Women’s Tennis

Nikola Simic
Novi Sad, Serbia

Swimming and Diving

Peter Torlak
Belgrade, Serbia

Basketball

Jenka Stiasna
Zvolen, Slovakia

Women’s Basketball

Jera Majeric
Prevalje, Slovenia

Swimming and Diving

Nicolas Soriano
Barcelona, Spain

Men’s Tennis

Frida Gustafsson-Spang
Kinna, Sweden
Women’s Golf

Michel-Ofik Nzege
Geneva, Switzerland

Basketball

Daniel Woods
Pontypool, UK

Swimming and Diving

International  
Yearbook 2014

In alphabetical order by country. All photos courtesy of ECU Media Relations.
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Two new Pirate Club assistant directors have spent the last 
few months on the road becoming acquainted with ECU fans across 
the Tar Heel State and beyond its borders. 

Drew Moeller and Kyle Verber each bring a wealth of experi-
ences on different campuses to their new posts in the Pirate Nation, 
and both have embraced the spirit of the fan base and the opportunities 
for growth that lie ahead for the Pirate athletic program.

“I’ve been visiting some people, building relationships, be-
ing seen, letting people know we are here to work with them, to grow 
the membership and take this place to where we know it can be,” said 
Moeller, who spent last year as an intern with the Wolfpack Club at 
N.C. State. “With the move to a new conference, there’s a ton of excite-
ment around here.”

A graduate of Appalachian State, Moeller is passionate about 
both college athletics and the benefits of a higher education, so a post 
in the Pirate Club is a perfect fit for him. His territory includes Pirate 
Club chapters in 17 Eastern N.C. counties and the Roanoke Valley.

“I like the fact that what I’m doing is providing an opportunity 
for a young person to get an education,” he said.

Verber’s most recent position was with the Army “A” Club at 
the United States Military Academy, and even if the atmosphere at a 
military school is different from ECU, both campuses feature fan bases 
with plenty of excitement about the athletic program. A Georgia native, 
he earned his undergraduate degree at Eastern Kentucky University 
and an MBA from Kennesaw State University.

“I knew what the Pirate Nation was coming into this job, and 
the support from the Pirate Nation was a big draw,” he said. “When all 
of our teams are doing well, it makes our job a little bit easier.” 

Through the athletic scholarship fund industry, Verber be-
came acquainted with Pirate Club senior associate athletics director J. 
Batt, and he jumped at the chance to work with Batt at ECU. The chap-
ters under Verber’s guidance include Wake, Alamance, Durham and 
Orange, the city of Greensboro, much of Virginia and the Washington, 
DC metro area. 

“We are incredibly excited to add Drew and Kyle to the Pi-
rate Club family,” Batt said. “These two high energy professionals will 
help to serve and help grow our Chapter system and annual scholarship 
fund.”#

Drew Moeller

Kyle Verber

PIRAtE ClUb 
HIRES nEW 
ASSIStAnt 
DIRECtoRS

By Bethany Bradsher
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C. Felix Harvey, III, a legendary benefac-
tor and entrepreneur in Eastern North Carolina, 
died Jan. 2, at the age of 93 in Kinston.

One of Harvey’s last contributions in a lifetime of giv-
ing was a donation of $500,000 for co-naming rights on the new 
Olympic sports teams building at East Carolina.

Walter Williams, a legend in his own right in his support 
of ECU athletics, had purchased naming rights for the state-of-
the-art center and, along with former Pirate Club Executive Di-
rector, Dennis Young, had encouraged Harvey to do the same.

The names of the two regional giants, Williams and Har-
vey, will grace the facility.

Harvey was an alumnus of UNC-Chapel Hill but that 
didn’t keep him from helping the Pirates and other educational 
institutions. He was a bigger man than that.

“Giving money was a part of Felix Harvey’s persona,” 
said Bill Clark of Clark Homes in Greenville, whose name is on 
Clark-LeClair Stadium, ECU’s baseball facility. “He was generous. 
He was benefactor to a lot of people and institutions. He support-
ed ECU very well because it was part of Eastern North Carolina.”

Harvey emerged during hard times and difficult person-
al circumstances from a successful farm family.

Harvey was born in 1920 and was truly a child of the 
Great Depression, which struck in 1929.

Harvey’s grandfather headed up the family’s farming and 
business interests until his death in 1931. Harvey’s father passed 
away two years later when Harvey III was just 13.

Those circumstances may have caused Harvey to mature 
at an early age as the man of the house.

Harvey graduated UNC in 1942 and served on a PT boat 
in World War II.

In 1950, he became CEO of the family business at age 29.
Harvey Enterprises diversified under his leadership. He 

helped start one of the first John Deere Tractor dealerships in 
the south. Harvey also oversaw expansion into a dairy, an LP gas 
distributor, a cotton brokerage and a trucking firm, according to 

information that accompanied his induc-
tion into the North Carolina Business Hall 
of Fame in 2001.

In 1955, Harvey founded the 
Life Insurance Company of North Caro-
lina, his first publicly traded company. It 
merged with Georgia International Life 
Insurance Company in 1963. Harvey be-
came its chairman in 1969.

Harvey’s interests continued 
to evolve. He founded a savings bank in 
1978. When that was sold in 1993, he sub-
sequently started “the little bank,” which 
has branches throughout Eastern North 
Carolina. Harvey Enterprises had more 
than 1,000 employees in 2010.

“This is pure speculation,” Wil-
liams said. “Over the years, he had given 
considerably more to Chapel Hill, appar-
ently, but I think as he got older he began 
to realize that he had a lot of employees 
that graduated from East Carolina that 
were eastern kids and they had done a good job for him. I think 
as he mellowed he began to realize that Eastern North Carolina 
would probably never be anything but a farm community if some-
body didn’t help it move forward.

“I think he felt that when Dr. (Leo) Jenkins (Former East 
Carolina president and chancellor) made his inroads and got the 
med school, Felix began to realize that Greenville and East Caro-
lina University were sort of the hub of the east. Of course, Leo had 
said that for some time. Felix told me several years ago that any-
thing he gave away would be to East Carolina, that he had given 
enough to (North) Carolina.”

Harvey was involved in the community in addition to his 
financial interests.

As a member of the Kinston school board he helped ush-
er in potentially-divisive integration with relative smoothness.

A  Parting Gift ...
Felix Harvey grew his wealth,

but gave back as well
By Al Myatt

38

2014-02-PC.indb   38 1/29/2014   1:55:04 PM



39

Harvey got the Global TransPark at the Kinston Airport 
off the ground. The two-mile runways are among the longest in 
the state. In 1996, the Global TransPark was designated a foreign 
trade zone, which means companies can export and import prod-
ucts there without many customs restrictions and tariffs.

“It was a lot of years ago,” Clark recalled. “Felix called me 
about the Global TransPark. It was tough for me to give any mon-
ey to anybody back then. He said, ‘I’ve got you down for $25,000,’ 
and I liked to have choked. But I did it and I was glad I did. If he 
wanted to raise money, all he had to do was call people he knew.”

Williams had a similar experience with Harvey. 
“It was the first time I met him in 1984 and we were 

just getting started,” Williams said. “He came in my office and sat 
down in the chair in front of my desk and said a few words. He 
said, ‘I’m working for the Global TransPark and I need $25,000 

out of you.’ That was a whole lot of money to us. I said, ‘Felix, I’m 
not going to give you an answer today. I’ll give you one by the first 
of the week.’ We decided if he was involved in it, it ought to wind 
up being a success. I told him we would give him the $25,000 and 
our friendship started from there.”

June Cummings of the United Way said Harvey was al-
ways interested in the fundraising efforts of her group.

“Every time I would see him he would ask ‘How’s the 
campaign?’” Cummings said. “If I told him it was going good, he’d 
say, ‘Great.’ If I told him it wasn’t going well, he’d say, ‘Come and 
see me and we’ll talk.’ He was that kind of man.”

Harvey was a man of faith, supporting his church, Queen 
Street United Methodist in Kinston, and the Salvation Army.

“He carried out his faith through his generosity,” said 

Janet S. Carter / Kinston Free Press photo
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former Kinston city councilwomen Alice Tingle. “He was an ad-
vocate for the highest quality of life for the citizens in our town.”

Despite his assets, Harvey was not given to displays of 
wealth. He lived in the same house since 1948.

“He never bragged about what he did or what he gave,” 
said Clark, who occasionally played golf with Harvey. “He was su-
per intelligent but he was not pretentious at all.”

Harvey was in good health until suffering a stroke in No-
vember of 2013.

ECU athletic director Jeff Compher appreciated the op-
portunity to get to know Harvey.

“I feel really fortunate to have had the chance to meet 
Mr. Harvey over time,” Compher said. “The last few months I feel 
like I got to know him and understand a lot about who he was as 
a person. He gave me some of the books he has written. He signed 
them for me and I was very touched with that.

“I really appreciate what he’s meant his entire life to East-
ern North Carolina, how much he’s given back to this region and 
certainly how much he’s given to ECU and the Pirates. Every time 
I walk in Harvey Hall (the great room in the Murphy Center), 
especially now, I think of him and his family. It’s very special for 
me having had the chance recently to get to know him through 
Walter Williams.

“He introduced me to him. We had lunch together and 
followed up with him after he turned ill. We were able to visit 
with him. ... He’s just one of those guys who epitomizes hard work, 
the American dream and understanding the significance of giving 
back and sharing, not only the gifts that he’s received but his story 
through his books and other things, through his family. It was 
really special to get to know him.

“For him to make this final gift just said so much.”
Harvey was on hand when the Smith-Williams Center, 

the new basketball practice facility was opened.
“We brought him in and just that week he had pledged 

the $500,000 for the Olympic sports building,” Compher recalled. 
“While we were going into the ceremony, we acknowledged him 
and he said, during that time, ‘The well’s not dry.’ In his heart, he 
really wanted to give as much as he could to ECU and our athlet-
ics program. He’s certainly done that and we’re most appreciative.”

About 2,000 attended a celebration of Harvey’s life at 
Kinston Country Club after he passed away at his home, sur-
rounded by family.

“He was quite a guy,” Williams said. “He usually told you 
what he thought. ... I wish he were still living. I think he could 
have done a lot more for our region because I think he had the 
will to do it. We just need more Felixes. If we could get more peo-
ple to contribute, we might make more progress than we’ve been 
making. He had the resources to back up what he talked about.”

Harvey hosted a seafood cookout at his farm shortly 
before his health declined. Pirate Club Executive Director J. Batt 
presented Harvey with some Pirate cuff links, an inside joke.

Harvey had told Batt, to “lose” his cuff links when they 
first met.

It didn’t take Harvey long to respond.
“We’re going to auction these cuff links,” said the vener-

able benefactor.
The bidding started at $50 and went to $100 before Clark 

spoke up.
“One thousand dollars,” Clark bid.

The auction closed. The money went to the Pirate Club. 
As in many Harvey transactions, everybody won.

The Kinston police showed up for the occasion with a 
pair of $14,000 dogs, which had been trained to assist law enforce-
ment. They showed their capabilities by sniffing out some drugs 
that had been planted. The police wanted Harvey to see what the 
dogs could do. He had, not surprisingly, paid for the canines.

“He was a great philanthropist, community leader and 
business man in Eastern North Carolina,” Batt said. “He may have 
gone to school a little west of here but he was incredibly generous 
to East Carolina University and ECU athletics.”

Harvey’s grandson, Charlie McNairy, was awarded a 
Morehead Scholarship to UNC from Kinston High School. He 
made Phi Beta Kappa and played basketball for the Tar Heels un-
der Dean Smith. McNairy made the All ACC Academic team and 
later earned an MBA from Harvard.

McNairy is carrying on the family tradition. McNairy 
was involved in raising $250 million to invest in farmland for In-
ternational Farming Corporation, a company he founded in Kin-
ston in 2010.

McNairy said working at a fruit stand his grandfather 
started in the 1990s, Falling Creek Produce, along with his sib-
lings and cousins, helped develop his business acumen.

“He always said that life was 10 percent what happened 
to you and 90 percent your attitude and how you responded to 
it,” McNairy said. “We’ve all embraced that. I never wanted to let 
him down.”

The Olympic sports building that will bear Harvey’s 
name will honor his memory. It will be an honor for ECU, too, to 
be associated with a great man’s legacy.

The Kinston Free Press, Matt Maloney of the Pirate Club 
and Triangle Business Journal contributed to this story.

“I really appreciate what he’s meant his 

entire life to Eastern North Carolina, how 

much he’s given back to this region and  

certainly how much he’s given to ECU  

and the Pirates. Every time I walk in  

Harvey Hall (the great room in the  

Murphy Center), especially now,  

I think of him and his family.”

— Jeff Compher , ECU Director of Athletics
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Ahoy, New Little Pirate!
Riley DRew waRRen

Tyler (‘05) and Luanne (‘04, 
‘07) Warren are pleased to 
announce the birth of their 
daughter, Riley Drew Warren, 
born October 21, 2013. Her 
birth weight was 9 lbs., 7 oz. 
and she was 20 ½” long.

Tyler and Luanne are  
excited about her joining them 
and cheering on the Pirates! 
ARRRGH!!!

M e M b e r ’ s  C o r n e r

send Us Your 
Announcements!

We want to know about you, your family and news 
in your life that we can share with other Pirate 

Club members. Please mail information to:

East Carolina University Pirate Club 
304 Ward Sports Medicine Bldg. 

Greenville, NC  27858-4353
Attn: Member’s Corner

Or Fax to: (252) 737-4664
You can also e-mail us at: 

bakermo@ecu.edu
Subject Line:  Member’s Corner

 ECU Pirate Club/Pirates’ Chest Subscription Change of Address Form

      Please submit form to:
 East Carolina University Pirate Club
 304 Ward Sports Medicine Bldg.
 Greenville, NC 27858-4353

You may also e-mail your change-of-address information to bakermo@ecu.edu 
or send via fax to (252) 737-4664.

Both your Pirate Club mailing information, as well as your Pirates’ Chest 
subscription information will be updated with this form.

Name

Old Address 

City

State   Zip

Phone

Name

New Address 

City

State   Zip

Phone
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JanUaRY

 Wyatt C. Aideuis

 Robert “Britt” Bobbitt, IV

 Jessica Bolin

 Kaitlyn Clark

 Kensley Cox

 Abigail Elizabeth Ellis

 Asher Matthew High

 Cohen Margaret Hunt

 Hayes Lee Johnson

 Caroline M. Mann

 Lillian G. Mann

 Hailey Mickey

 Caroline Noonan

 Caleb Pait

 Alex Sayre

 Davis Sikes

 Caleb Sloan

 Jackson T. Southern

 Abigail Grace Staley

Pirate Kids Club Birthdays

Happy Birthday, Kids!

Ryan Gillikin

Lee Jackson

Owen Johnson

Hunter Kinion

Charles Martin, IV

Lilly Martin

Norman “Bryce” Mitchell

Wilson Moore

Dustin Mullins

Laney Mullis

Emma Owens

Margaret Owens

Ryan Pyburn

Bin Sloan

Evan Teets

Jayden Turner

Caroline Wainwright

Maggie Whitehurst

Elizabeth Worthington

Brandon Yates

 

Noah James Staley

 Cady Walker

 Camden Mae Wallace

FeBRUaRY

Mallory Askew

Coby Beck

Davis Allen Brinkley

Sarah Buck

Jack Croom

Presley Cuellar

Justus Dixon

Sawyer Edmondson
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A student-athlete has… Does the student-athlete lose amateur status in that sport?
Inquired about projected draft selection 
with their sport’s professional league…

NO; An individual (and/or his or her parent) may inquire about his or her eligibility for a pro draft 
without affecting his/her amateur status.

Entered a professional draft YES; **Please refer to the exceptions below. **
Signed with an agent YES; even if the student-athlete (and/or his or her parent) has only verbally agreed to be repre-

sented by an agent.
Received benefits from an agent YES; student-athletes (and/or his or her parent) are not permitted to accept any benefits (e.g., 

money, transportation, lunch, etc.) from a prospective agent or his or her “runner” without affecting 
their amateur status.

Signed a contract with or received com-
pensation from a professional team

YES

Participated in a tryout with a professional 
team

NO; Provided the student-athlete does not miss class time for the tryout. Also, the student-athlete 
may receive actual and necessary expenses in conjunction with one 48-hour tryout per professional 
team.

Young people all over the United States and the 
world aspire to become professional athletes in their re-
spective sports. There are many avenues individuals may 
take to achieve their goal with participation in intercollegiate 
athletics being one of these options. 

Students electing to pursue their education and refine their 
athletic skills and abilities at the collegiate level must ensure that they 
remain eligible to compete at the college of their choice. If not handled 
properly, a student-athlete’s pursuit of a professional sports career, in-

cluding possible involvement with sports agents, can render him or her 
ineligible for intercollegiate competition. Therefore, it is important that 
our student-athletes, their families and friends are educated on the rules 
and regulations regarding involvement with professional teams, agents 
and their sport’s professional league’s draft.

NCAA legislation affords student-athletes some flexibility when 
considering their pursuit of a professional athletic career. Below you will 
find a chart that provides information regarding activities that will and will 
not jeopardize a student-athlete’s eligibility for intercollegiate athletics.

Professional Draft
and Agents

ComPlIAnCE
CoRnER

** Football Draft Exception – NCAA Bylaw 12.2.4.2.3.
In football, an enrolled student-athlete (as opposed to a pro-

spective student-athlete) may enter the National Football League draft 
one time during his collegiate career without jeopardizing eligibility in 
that sport, provided the student-athlete is not drafted by any team in 
that league and the student-athlete declares his intention to resume in-
tercollegiate participation within 72 hours following the National Football 
League draft declaration date. The student-athlete’s declaration of intent 
shall be in writing to the institution’s director of athletics.

**Men’s Basketball Draft Exception – NCAA Bylaw 12.2.4.2.1.1.
In men’s basketball, an enrolled student-athlete may enter a 

professional league’s draft one time during his collegiate career without 
jeopardizing eligibility in that sport, provided: (Adopted: 4/30/09 effective 
8/1/09)

a) The student-athlete requests that his name be removed 
from the draft list and declares his intent to resume intercollegiate partici-
pation not later than the end of the day before the first day of the spring 
National Letter of Intent signing period for the applicable year; (Revised: 
4/28/11 effective 8/1/11)

b) The student-athlete’s declaration of intent is submitted in 
writing to the institution’s director of athletics; and

c) The student-athlete is not drafted.

**Women’s Basketball Draft Exception – NCAA Bylaw 
12.2.4.2.1.2.

In women’s basketball, an enrolled student-athlete may enter 
a professional league’s draft one time during her collegiate career with-
out jeopardizing eligibility in that sport, provided the student-athlete is 
not drafted by any team in that league and the student-athlete declares 
her intention to resume intercollegiate participation within 30 days after 
the draft. The student-athlete’s declaration of intent shall be in writing to 
the institution’s director of athletics.

**Sports Other Than Basketball and Football Draft Exception 
– NCAA Bylaw 12.2.4.2.4.

An enrolled student-athlete in a sport other than basketball or 
football may enter a professional league’s draft one time during his or 
her collegiate career without jeopardizing his or her eligibility in the ap-
plicable sport, provided the student-athlete is not drafted and within 72 
hours following the draft he or she declares his or her intention to resume 
participation in intercollegiate athletics. The student-athlete’s declaration 
of intent shall be in writing to the institution’s director of athletics.

If you have any questions related to NCAA rules, or have 
knowledge of a possible violation, please contact the Office of Compli-
ance at 252.737.4533.
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