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Notes, Quotes & Anecdotes

PIRATES PREPARE FOR
SPRING FOOTBALL
by Al Myatt
East Carolina is scheduled to start spring football practice March 20
and play the spring game April 12.
It will be a time to evaluate who will fill the spots created by the loss of 20 seniors
from a 10-3 team in 2013.
“We’ve got to replace two all-conference guards (Jordan Davis and Will Simmons)
on the offensive line,” said Pirates coach Ruffin McNeill. “We’ve got to make sure our running back position is solidified.”
In two years after transferring from Southwest Mississippi Community College, Vintavious Cooper gave ECU two 1,000-plus yard rushing seasons. He was MVP of the Beef O’Brady’s
Bowl as the Pirates defeated Ohio 37-20 at Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg, FL.
“We know we’re going to add some young guys coming in from the signing class that
will be in that mix,” McNeill said. “We will continue improvement with the wide receiving
corps. We know we’ve got some really good players and we need to make sure we get those
guys in the right spot offensively.
“We’ve got to make replacements on the offensive line and add depth on the offensive line, competitive depth.
“Defensively, we’ve got to make sure we continue to develop there. We have a
chance to have a really good group.”
The secondary lost Damon Magazu, Chip Thompson and Adonis Armstrong. Michael Dobson finished his college career with 14 tackles and an interception in the bowl game.
“The initial focus in the spring is always personnel,” McNeill said. “Secondly, is continued development of schemes — offensively, defensively and special teams. ... You’re always trying to
tighten the screws. We’ll get some tweaks after watching film.”
The coaching staff has been paying attention to detail, examining packages of tape from the
2013 campaign.
“We need to keep doing the effective things and improve what was not effective,” McNeill said.
“We’re going over cut-ups, watching offensive cut-ups, watching defensive cut-ups, getting a jump start
on recruiting for 2015 and 2016, meeting about the signees, making sure everybody is up to date and
then meeting with players.”
The cut-ups are situational segments from the past season that allow the coaches to see what
was effective for the Pirates in specific phases of the game and what was not.
The graduate assistants compile the film segments for evaluation.
“It will be something like all first-and-10 runs, first-and-10 passes, red zone cut-ups — cut-ups
of all the red zone plays the offense ran,” McNeill said. “Runs and passes. There’s numerous different cutups you can have. Third and long, offensively. Down and distance cut-ups. Defensively, same thing. First
down defense. Second down defense. Third and long. Blitzes, stunts. There’s a lot of different areas of cutups. It’s very time consuming but it’s a needed process. You can see that this is good to us in the red zone on
offense. This is good to us in the red zone on defense. There are so many areas to attack.”
McNeill doesn’t want his staff to get stale as it prepares for the spring season which will get the
program ready for the challenges in the fall.
“Recruiting is stressful but these guys just dived right into it the day after (signing day, Feb. 5),” said
the Pirates coach of the advance prep for the spring sessions. “I force them to get out of here. It’s not long
Left: Coach Ruffin McNeill (ECU Media Relations photo)
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nights right now. When it’s done, I want them out of here. I make
Lincoln (Riley, offensive coordinator) and Rick (Smith, defensive
coordinator) get the guys out of here. Work out at mid-day. Spend
time with your family.”

Field trip
Inside receivers coach and recruiting coordinator Donnie Kirkpatrick was joined by some of his colleagues as Kirkpatrick’s son, Davis, made his first collegiate start for the Pirates on
the mound against Campbell on Feb. 18 at Clark-LeClair Stadium.
Kirkpatrick, who was also a standout quarterback at
nearby D.H. Conley High School, went five inning for the win as
ECU topped the Camels, 8-3.
“That was awesome,” McNeill said. “The boys went down
and saw Davis. We’re proud of Davis. I know Misty (Davis’ mom)
and D.K. are proud as well.
“They got a gem in Davis. I tell you what, he can still
throw the football, too. I don’t think Billy (Godwin, baseball
coach) wants him to throw the football right now.”
Kirkpatrick’s composure as a freshman was impressive.
“It doesn’t surprise me,” McNeill said. “He’s a coach’s kid,
a C.K. Davis was a great get for our baseball team and our university. He’s going to be a special one, I think.”

Above: Zay (Isaiah) Jones, son of former Pirate, Robert Jones, is showing
strong leadership skills. (ECU Media Relations photo)

Establishing program leaders
One of the offseason objectives is putting together a network of team leaders.
“I’m meeting with offensive and defensive leaders,” McNeill said. “It’s a necessary deal. The meetings are going great with
the present kids on the team. We’re meeting with those guys and
explaining their present responsibilities to them, their new responsibilities. They may have known them but it’s been declared
to them — by me to them.
“We’ve got some young leaders. It doesn’t matter what
age group either. For example Zay (Isaiah) Jones (rising sophomore receiver and son of former Pirate and Dallas Cowboy great
Robert Jones) is going to be a leader. Davon Grayson (rising sophomore receiver) is going to be a leader. You don’t have to be a
senior to lead.
“We’re doing it with about 18 guys right now and it could
expand.”

6

Left: Freshman Davis Kirkpatrick is the son of ECU football’s inside
receivers coach Donnie Kirkpatrick. (ECU Media Relations photo)

Grove won’t play
A series of injuries generated concerns for linebacker
Jeremy Grove about his long term health and he opted not to play
as a senior after missing much of last season.
Grove was in on seven stops in the bowl win over the
Bobcats, bringing his career tackles to 246, including 100 solos.
“I am thankful for the opportunity East Carolina University and Coach (Ruffin) McNeill gave me,” Grove said in a statement released by the athletic media services office. “This was a
difficult decision, but after evaluating my neck at the end of the
season, I feel it is better for my health and future to stop playing
football. I will always cherish the memories I have of being a Pirate. The relationships I made and the memories I have will last
a lifetime.
“This has been an amazing experience that has taught me
a lot about life and my character. I want to thank my family, the
coaching staff, athletic training staff and everyone who has supported me throughout my football career. If I could do it all over
again I wouldn’t change one thing about my journey. Go Pirates!”
McNeill was supportive of Grove’s choice.
“Jeremy played the game the way it’s supposed to be
played — with pride, toughness and a great amount of unselfishness,” McNeill said.” We will all miss his leadership and spirit, but
I respect the decision he made for a much bigger game and pur-

pose. He’s a Pirate and always will be.”
Zeek Bigger stepped up when Grove went out in 2013
and finished the year with 77 tackles, 38 unassisted. Bigger is the
top returning tackler for the Pirates, finishing behind seniors Derrell Johnson and Magazu last season.

Zangari responds
Mike Zangari has stepped up with the Pirates facing limited numbers in the frontcourt.
He had 15 rebounds in a close loss at North Texas and
scored 17 points in a late season win at home over Rice.
“He’s gotten some valuable game minutes,” Lebo said. “I
think that will help him and he’ll get an understanding of what he
needs to do to get even better next year. He’s found out about the
speed and the physicality and the size. It’s tough because we don’t
have anybody for him to practice against like that. ... He’s been a
little stunned when he gets into the game because we don’t have
that size to play against him every day in practice.
“But he’s really gotten better, getting valuable minutes for
us. It’s helped him already but I think it will help him in the offseason. We really want him to work on that left hand and shooting
Below: Michael Zangari (34) and Prince Williams deny a shot attempt from
Louisiana Tech forward Isaiah Massey. (W. A. Myatt photo)
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the ball from the perimeter a little bit, being active rebounding
the ball and becoming a little more crafty around the basket being
able to get shots off around some size. There are things he’ll be
able to work on in the offseason.”

White fills need
Freshman Caleb White was averaging 12.2 points as the
Pirates headed into the home stretch of the regular season. White’s
offensive contributions have been much needed with the number
of players who have been injured or left the program.
“Thank God, he’s been good,” Lebo said. “We’ve really
needed him to be offensively aggressive. He doesn’t know how
good he can be. He has a high, high ceiling. Once he gets stronger
and once he can learn to rebound the ball a little bit better, he’s
going to be even better. ... He can shoot it. He can drive. He’s really
a guy who doesn’t turn the ball over very much. He’s probably a
little bit too conservative offensively.
“You don’t usually say that about a freshman. They’re
usually out of control but we’d like to see him a little more aggressive and he’s starting to do that, getting 12 to 14 shots. We haven’t
had a situation where we needed a freshman to score since I had
Tony Douglas at Auburn as a freshman like we’ve needed Caleb
to score.
“That’s a hard thing for a freshman. He wants to fit in.
He’s not a ball hog. He wants to make the right plays but we really
need him to score the ball. He’s really been surprisingly consistent
for us, too.
“For a freshman to be consistent, especially at this time
of year, we’ve been really pleased with his play. I think he’ll continue to get better and better.”

C-USA Tournament in El Paso
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The Conference USA basketball tournament is returning to the Don Haskins Center, capacity 12.000, at Texas-El Paso,
March 11-15.
The 10th through 15th seeds will play the first day, a
Tuesday. The top four seeds have a double bye and don’t play until
the third day of the tournament. Florida International is not playing in the event.
The final will be shown on CBS at 11:30 a.m. on Saturday,
March 15.
The Pirates had their best showing ever in the league
event when it was in El Paso in 2011. ECU beat Central Florida
and Alabama-Birmingham before falling to Memphis after point
guard Brock Young was injured.
“It’s a good place to play, a nice arena,” said ECU coach
Jeff Lebo.
As in 2011, the event will coincide with spring break.
That’s a good thing for the Pirates because of the travel involved.
“It’s such a long trip for us, it’s hard,” Lebo said. “We’ll
probably have to go out commercially on Sunday (March 9). It
takes all day to get out there. We’ll get out there late on Sunday.
It’s a difficult trip. If you go out of Raleigh-Durham, it’s two legs.
If you go out of Greenville, you have to take three legs. It’s a hard
place for people in the East to get to but it’s a nice venue. The fans

have tremendous interest in basketball. They do a good job with
the tournament. Their city really supports the event.”

Lebo’s contract extended
Adjusted terms for coach Lebo extended his contract
two years through April 15, 2021. In his fourth season at ECU,
Lebo had a 71-57 record with the Pirates when the new agreement
was announced.
“This contract extension is a strong statement of support
and commitment for Coach Lebo and our men’s basketball program,” athletic director Jeff Compher said in a release from the
athletic media relations office. “We believe Coach Lebo is well on
his way of transforming our program and it could not be happening at a more important time as we transition into the extremely
competitive American Athletic Conference. He has brought balance to East Carolina basketball with a championship mindset,
both on the court and in academic achievement.”
Lebo guided ECU to a 23-12 record in 2012-13 and the
CollegeInsider.com Tournament championship. This current
team has overachieved under his leadership despite significant
personnel losses for a variety of circumstances.
“ECU and Greenville are home,” Lebo said. “My family
and I feel blessed to be at such a wonderful place. It is the people
who truly make a place special and I couldn’t be surrounded with
better players, staff and administration.”
Lebo expressed his gratitude to Chancellor Steve Ballard,
Compher, executive associate athletic director Nick Floyd and
athletics director emeritus Terry Holland.
“I greatly appreciate the faith and support they’ve shown
me since my arrival at ECU,” he said.
Lebo’s 55.4 percent winning percentage is the highest of
any Pirates hoops coach since the program transitioned to Division I in the mid-1960s.

Baseball’s start deceiving
The ECU baseball team began the season with a 3-5
record but that was a little deceiving because three of the losses
were at Virginia, which was ranked No. 1 nationally by Baseball
America. The Pirates weren’t blown out against the Cavaliers, losing 3-2, 4-0 and 6-2.
“I feel good about where we’re at but we’ve got to keep
getting better,” said ECU coach Billy Godwin. “One thing we’ve
got to do is we’ve got to do a better job of taking care of the ball.
We replaced 75 percent of our infield. (Zach) Houchins is the only
guy back. Those guys need game experience to grow. We just have
to keep working in practice, taking care of the baseball. That’s
something I feel like we’ve really got to emphasize and tighten up.”
Freshman Kirk Morgan started the season at shortstop.
Senior Drew Reynolds has moved from designated hitter to play
second base to let the Pirates get an extra bat in the lineup with
the DH. Junior college transfer Hunter Allen plays second when
Reynolds is called to the mound. Luke Lowery has moved from
catcher to first base and was hitting .304 after the Virginia series.
“This isn’t the first good team we’ve played,” Godwin
said. “We’re going to do that here.”

#

Football Recruiting Report
PIRATES SHORE UP TALENT AHEAD
OF CONFERENCE MOVE
by Sammy Batten
The pending move from Conference USA to the American
Athletic Conference created some new challenges for East Carolina’s
coaching staff as it recruited the Class of 2014.
First, most recognize the AAC lineup of football programs that will feature schools like Central Florida, Cincinnati,
Houston, Rutgers and South Florida when ECU comes aboard in
July is better from top to bottom than C-USA. Therefore, the Pirates needed to sign better talent than ever before.
Second, ECU recruited the Class of 2014 for the first
time under a bit more stringent academic entrance requirements
under the AAC umbrella. The Pirates for many years under
C-USA rules could recruit and enroll a limited number of academic non-qualifiers who sat out their first year of football while
proving themselves academically. Former defensive end C.J. Wilson, now with the NFL’s Green
Bay Packers, is just one of the many success
stories that practice produced for ECU.
The pace of signing non-qualifiers
has slowed at ECU the last few years, but that
option won’t exist at all in the AAC.
The new hurdles only seemed to energize Coach Ruffin McNeill and his staff, which
wound up adding 27 new players as the national signing period opened on February
5. The group includes prospects for nearly
every position, four of whom are already
enrolled, and is highlighted by four other
players who didn’t decide on becoming
Pirates until the morning of national
signing day.
Here’s a postion-by-position look at the recruiting Class of
2014 and some thoughts on how each
player may figure into ECU’s future
plans.

QUARTERBACK
The one position the staff
failed to meet their goal with this
class was an important one - quarterback. But the result wasn’t from
any lack of effort. Twice within the
last six months of the recruiting cycle the Pirates received a verbal
commitment from a talented prep quarterback only to see them
back out of that pledge and sign with another school. The first
was John Wolford from Jacksonville, Fla., who broke many of Tim
Tebow’s passing marks. Wolford announced his intentions to play

for ECU amid significant fanfare in mid-September of 2013, but
apparently unwilling to waiting a year to compete for playing time
while Shane Carden completed his record-breaking career led to
a change of heart in December. Wolford eventually switched his
verbal to Wake Forest where he could compete to be the starter
next fall.
The Pirates quickly moved on to Raleigh’s Shawn Stankavage, an impressive “sleeper’’ prospect whose father Scott had
played quarterback for North Carolina in the 1980s. The younger
Stankavage gave his commitment to ECU in late January, but that
lasted less than a week. After making an official visit to Vanderbilt
on the weekend after picking the Pirates, Stankavage signed on
with the Commodores, leaving the Pirates empty handed.

RUNNING BACK
The biggest mystery as signing
day arrived revolved around the decision of
Virginia Beach, Va., running back Anthony
Scott. The Pirates received a commitment from
Scott’s Green Run High School teammate, defensive end Shaun James, at mid-summer. The
5-foot-9, 180-pound Scott decided to wait on
making a college decision in hopes of receiving more scholarship offers during the
course of his senior season. Old Dominion
in nearby Norfolk made a strong run for
Scott, but the real threat to the Pirates
came from Virginia Tech. The lure of
playing in the Atlantic Coast Conference kept Scott in play right up to
signing day when he finally decided
the best opportunity was with ECU.
Scott is an all-purpose back
who can run with the best of them,
but is just as dangerous catching the
ball out of the backfield. He rushed
for 1,313 yards and 22 touchdowns
as a senior at Green Run, while also
making 37 catches for 915 more
yards and eight scores. Those statistics earned him The Virginian-Pilot’s Beach District Offensive Player
of the Year honor over a host of other talented, college-bound
players. Ideally, the Pirates would like to redshirt Scott in 2014.
But looking at ECU’s backfield situation in the wake of Vintavious
Cooper’s graduation makes me believe the Pirates are one injury
away from burning Scott’s redshirt.
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WIDE RECEIVER
The Pirates experienced several significant losses over
the past year in their receiving corps. Academic issues, injuries
and suspensions sent talented players like Jabril Solomon, Danny Webster, Quataye Smyre and Davon Grayson to the sidelines.
Grayson should be able to bounce back from his knee injury and
Solomon is working to regain his eligibility. But Smyre is no longer with the program and Webster’s return doesn’t seem likely after mulitiple suspensions.
Those losses in combination with the graduation losses
of Lance Ray and Reece Wiggins made wide receiver a crucial area
for ECU in the Class of 2014. By signing eight players at receiver
positions the Pirates more than offset their losses.
Two signees who could make an immediate impact are
Trevon Brown from Wilmington and Curtis Burston of Apex.
Brown actually signed with ECU’s Class of 2013, but due to issues
with the NCAA Clearinghouse he didn’t enroll last fall with the
rest of the class. As a senior at New Hanover High, Brown produced 64 catches for 1,182 yards and 11 touchdowns to earn Area
Offensive Player of the Year honors from the Wilmington StarNews. Burston had 40 catches for 759 yards and 13 scores in just
seven games as a senior at Middle Creek High due to an injury.
Brown and Burston are the kind of big, physical receivers who are
matchup nightmares for cornerbacks. The fact that both of them
are already enrolled at ECU for the spring semester will give them
a head start in cracking the receiver rotation.
Another tall, rangy receiver who opted for ECU on signing day is Terrell Green from Charleston, S.C. Green, who averaged 21.5 yards as catch as a senior, was sort of a late bloomer in
recruiting because most of his junior season was wiped out due to
an elbow injury. But his size (6-foot-4) will make him a valuable
asset in the red zone at some point for ECU.
Three of the Pirates’ receiver signees will be making a
transition after playing quarterback in high school. Malik Gray of
Inman, S.C., Dre Massey from Mauldin, S.C., and Quay Johnson
from Knightdale, N.C., are all quick, dynamic athletes with quickstrike capabilities running with or catching the football.
Add 6-5, 225-pound tight end/H-back Steve Baggett
from Beaufort, S.C., and the Pirates have a class of young athletes
who should help stabilize the receiving corps for several years to
come.

OFFENSIVE LINE
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Three starters completed their eligibility at the end of the
2013 season, including All-Conference USA selection Will Simmons at guard. So right along with receiver, this was an area of
major need for ECU in recruiting this time around as evidenced
by the fact seven players were signed for the three line positions.
Kyle Erickson is a potential center prospect from Fayetteville, N.C., who was tutored by former Pirate offensive lineman Brian Rimpf at Jack Britt High School. Des Barmore from
Columbus, Ga., Erik Lenzen of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., Garrett McGhinn from Tallahassee, Fla., and Messiah Rice of Orangeburg,
S.C., are all tall, long-armed tackle prospects who have excellent
potential but will need time to develop physically.
The Pirates are expecting immediate help from two junior college transfers who joined the class on national signing day.

Quincy McKinney from Hutchinson Community College in Kansas should compete for a starting job at guard right
away. The native of Columbus, Ga., signed out of high school with
South Carolina, but failed to meet NCAA academic entrance requirements and enrolled instead at Fork Union Military Academy. After a semester there, McKinney signed with N.C. State and
spent two years in Raleigh before leaving school in May 2013 and
heading to Hutchinson. He’ll have two years of eligibility remaining at ECU and his major-college experience should enable him to
blend in right away with the Pirates.
Dontae Levingston, a transfer from Santa Monica College in Calif. picked the Pirates over multiple scholarship offers
that included Kansas, Kansas State and Texas Tech. He’s expected
to compete for playing time at tackle next fall.

DEFENSIVE LINE
East Carolina is pretty well stocked at the tackle positions, but defense end was an issue that required attention in the
Class of 2014. In signing Alex Evans from Silver Spring, Md., and
Shaun James of Virginia Beach, Va., the Pirates secured two tall,
athletic pass rushers who conceivably could make it on the field
next fall in reserve roles. Both, however, are raw talents who could
benefit greatly a redshirt season to mature physically.
A third end who’ll be joining the program in January
2015 is another Virginia Beach, Va., product, Tony Baird. Baird
produced a remarkable senior year at Ocean Lakes High School,
where he collected 132 tackles, 23 tackles for loss and 17 quarterback sacks. He’s accepted an offer to join ECU as a “gray shirt,’’
which means he’ll delay his enrollment until next year when he’ll
be added to the scholarship roll.
Although he wasn’t actually part of the recruiting class,
N.C. State transfer K’Hadree Hooker will be eligible to compete
for playing time at the tackle positions this spring. Hooker, from
Deep Run, N.C., was one of the state’s top prospects at South Lenoir High as a senior. He’s a powerful, physical player who we
expect to make a significant contribution somewhere up front for
the Pirates next fall.

LINEBACKER
Just because of the number of linebackers required to
execute ECU’s 3-4 defensive system, there will always be a significant number signed to every class. The 2014 group was no exception as three players were signed for the inside positions and three
for the outside.
Yiannis Bowden from Kernersville, N.C., could be a real
prize out of the class. A 6-5, 215-ponder who runs like a receiver,
Bowden has the ability to make big plays rushing the passer from
the edge, but is also capable of dropping into pass coverage. Massaddiq Walton from Virginia Beach, Va., is a similar athlete who
fancied himself a basketball player early in his prep career before
becoming fully committed to football.
The third outside linebacker signed by ECU is Markel
Winters from Tallahassee, Fla. Winters committed to the Pirates
just 48 hours before signing day and may be closer to physically
being ready to contribute in college than Bowden or Walton. He’s
a 6-3, 226-pounder who plays aggressive and with an attitude.
At the inside spots, ECU is bringing in three distinct-

ly different players in Joe Carter from Ponte Vedra, Fla., Kyron
Speller from Virginia Beach, Va., and Ray Tillman of Lithonia,
Ga. Carter is the old-school guy who consistently makes plays
and is always around the football, while Speller is the physical,
head hunter capable of producing the SportsCenter hits. Tillman
is a tough customer, too, but probably plays faster than Carter or
Speller.
Any or all the linebacker prospects could find their way
onto the field next fall as special teams players, although redshirting the whole group would be preferable. The recent news that
Jeremy Grove won’t be returning for his senior year, however,
could open the door for one or two of the inside linebackers to
move into backup roles earlier than anticipated.

DEFENSE BACK
The Pirates suffered some big losses at the safety positions due to graduation with both starters Damon Magazu and
Chip Thompson graduating along with top reserve Michael Dobson. Signing three safeties in the 2014 class helped offset those
departures, especially since two of the signees are already enrolled
at ECU.
Those two - Blake Norwood from Pensacola, Fla., and
Cody Purdie of New Bern, N.C., - are likely to make a quick impact. Norwood was also part of the 2013 recruiting class, but delayed his enrollment until January 2014. He’s a free safety with a
real nose for the football and an athlete very similar to Magazu.
Purdie played linebacker and running back at powerhouse New
Bern High School. He’ll have a lot to learn making the transition
to becoming a full-time safety, but his physical style will probably

land him a special teams role very early.
Drew Turnage from nearby Ayden, N.C., was also a twoway prep star whose versatility will allow him to work at either
safety position.
ECU signed only one cornerback in Corey Seargent of
Rock Hill, S.C., but he’s a good one. Seargent is a bigger, aggressive
corner who likes to hit people and he comes from a highly successful prep program at Northwestern High.

OVERVIEW
McNeill and his coaching staff successfully navigated the
new challenges posed by the transition to the American Athletic
Conference and signed a class that met the majority of their needs.
Something that has been overlooked in regards to the
recruiting done by McNeill since arriving at ECU is the depth he’s
developed in the program. While early classes tended to feature a
large number of junior college players because of immediate holes
that needed to be filled on offense or defense, the Pirates have now
built their depth to the point that fewer “quick fixes’’ are necessary
and they’re able to redshirt more and more recruits.
That’s the sign of a strong foundation for success being
constructed, and the Class of 2014 is just another building block
in that process. While many members of this class are capable of
making contributions next fall, a good number of them will likely
be redshirted. Given that time to develop physically and mentally,
the Class of 2014 has the potential to be one of the best in McNeill’s tenure at East Carolina.
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Fifteen
Questions
for

Caleb

WHITE

Caleb White has made an immediate impact for
the East Carolina basketball program as a true freshman.
White played baseball, basketball and football at Virginia
Episcopal School in Lynchburg. His high school basketball coach was former Virginia guard Curtis
Staples. The 6-feet, 6-inch left-hander
was ECU’s third leading scorer
with a 12.5 average when he
took time out for an interview with Pirates’ Chest
magazine.
By W.A. Myatt

Pirate Club photo

Q: Favorite restaurant in Greenville?
A: Either (Carolina) Ale House or Waffle House.
Q: Favorite video game?
A: Any of the Call of Duty games.

Q: How much have you developed as a player after entering
college?
A: A lot. My understanding of the game is a lot better but I still
have a long ways to go with it.
Q: What made you decide to play your college basketball at
East Carolina?

Q: Do you have any routines or rituals you do before games?
A: No. I just like to listen to a wide variety of music. Some guys
only like to listen to “hype” music, but I like listening to everything before games. I just try to stay loose, not get too focused in
or too serious.
Q: Who’s the toughest player you’ve had to defend in your
career?
A: Aquille Carr (attended Seton Hall University). He played for
Baltimore Elite, one of my AAU opponents.
Q: Why do you wear #2?
A: I originally only wore #5, but when I got here, (former ECU
player) Ty Armstrong had #5. I’d worn #2 one time in my life in
AAU and my AAU coach really meant a lot to me,
so I just picked #2.
Q: Did you expect to get as much
playing time as you’re receiving this season?
A: Not as much. I knew I
would get some, but not
this much.

A: The coaching staff, the people here and relationships I developed with teammates.
Q: Which Pirate basketball uniform is your favorite to wear?
A: Gray.
Q: You played baseball and football, as well as basketball in
high school - how did you make time to put in the practice
required to play basketball at a high level?
A: It was tough. After my baseball practices, my coach and I
would have to go in the gym and work out extra. I would shorten
my dinner time or be late for curfew back at the dorm. I made
time here and there.
Q: What do you consider to be the strongest part of your
game?
A: My ability to shoot the ball.
Q: What part of your game do you feel needs the most
work?
A: My aggressive mindset and toughness, period, on the court.
Q: Who has had the biggest influence on you in your life?
A: My mother. My mom is my rock, growing up it was just her. My
dad wasn’t really there a lot. She really took care of me, she was
always there doing anything, anything I could ask for, and more.
She’s always been there and I love her for that.
Q: What makes Jeff Lebo a great coach?
A: He’s fiery. He always wants the best for you and he has great
ways of getting it out of you.
Q: What is your favorite thing about East Carolina?
A: Really, just being here with my teammates.

PEP BAND
By Bethany Bradsher

Don Good started playing trumpet in pep bands more
than 60 years ago, and music has been part of his life ever
since. So when he started attending East Carolina basketball
games in seats that were positioned right behind the ECU Pep
Band, he made an instant connection with the students.
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Soon Good and his wife, Katherine, considered the band
an integral part of their fan experience, a sentiment shared by
many others in the Pirate Nation. The band, which maintains a
constant presence behind the basket, helps amplify the fervor in
the building for both men’s and women’s games, and it has become part of the reason visiting teams would rather avoid trips to
play in Minges.
When Bill Holmes took a position as a graduate assistant
for the ECU band program, he became one of the pep band’s conductors, and it has become one of his favorite responsibilities. Besides directing the music, the conductor makes sure that the band
members display good sportsmanship, but in Holmes’s experience

the students manage to keep it funny and spirited without veering
into mean territory.
“The pep band really adds some life and literally puts enthusiasm and energy out there for the crowd,” Holmes said. “It
really just changes the atmosphere for the crowd.”
The students in the Marching Pirates must audition each
fall to be part of the pep band, Holmes said, and the group includes about 30 musicians. Typically the full band plays at men’s
basketball games, and they are divided into two smaller bands
who alternate in playing for women’s games.
Pep band members often come armed with creative
cheers for Pirate opponents, or call out “bounce” every time a visiting player dribbles the ball. And any time a non-ECU shooter
lines up to take aim at the free throw line, a unique sea of enormous heads comes bobbing up to distract them.
Some of the heads are ECU-themed – coaches Jeff Lebo
and Heather Macy. Some pay homage to famous and infamous

Energizing Fans
from Behind
the Basket

The sea of enormous heads bobbing around
in the Williams Arena Pep Band section helps
keep the mood light and distract the opposing team’s free throw shooters. (ECU Media
Relations photo)

pirates – Captain Crunch, Captain Hook and Captain Jack Sparrow. President Obama, Miley Cyrus and Abraham Lincoln make
occasional appearances too, just because they can.
The Goods have soaked up the pep band’s unique ambience throughout the season, but recently they took the initiative
to contribute something of their own to the band’s presentation.
It started when Good, with his understanding of the delicacy of
brass instruments, became concerned about the close quarters of
the pep band in the bleachers and noticed that the instruments
were often close to colliding.
Don Good went online with the intention of ordering a
new trombone for the band, a lower-cost instrument that would
suit the pep band’s purposes. But instead of the brass trombone he
was expecting to find, he discovered a rainbow of colored trombones, including some in a perfect shade of Pirate purple.
“I happened to stumble across them, and I said, ‘Hey,
purple, why not?’” he said. “So I bought one as a trial basis, and

I gave it to a player named Frank, and he was very enthusiastic
about it.”
Soon Good talked with the conductor about the purple
trombone and asked if he could get a few more, and now the pep
band is the proud owner of four purple trombones. At least two or
three of them are generally in use at any given game, Good said,
because individual musicians have been assigned the instruments
and they don’t all get scheduled to play every game.
The trombones, which are made of ABS plastic with fiberglass slides, actually produce a pretty good sound in Minges,
and they give one more unique facet to the band that has already
established itself as the arena’s zone for the zany and the offbeat.
One of the principles of the band, according to Holmes, is that
fans don’t quite ever know what they will do when they show up
for a game. Keeping fans – and opponents – guessing is a big part
of the fun, Holmes said.

#
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A K E E M

R I C H M O N D

Homesick No More
By Al Myatt

Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski took a few moments to speak to Akeem Richmond of East Carolina
after the Blue Devils had held off the Pirates for an
83-74 win at Cameron Indoor Stadium in Durham
on Nov. 19.
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“He told Akeem, ‘A lot of of us missed on you,’ “ said
Richmond’s dad, Eric.
Richmond’s story starts chronologically with his father
who came to ECU out of Lee County High School in Sanford as
Eric Beck, a football running back in 1981.
His dad, now Eric Richmond, was admittedly impatient,
and thought he should have been playing for coach Ed Emory as
a freshman. He left school and joined the Navy.
A decade later, Eric was watching the NBA playoffs.
Vickie Richmond was expecting. Akeem Olajuwon, now Hakeem
Olajuwon, was playing for the Houston Rockets.
“I’ve got it,” Eric yelled.
“Got what?” Vickie wanted to know.
“The name for the baby,” he said.
Akeem O. Richmond was born April 10, 1991. Akeem is
Arabic in origin. It means intelligent.
Richmond’s scoring ability developed at an early age.
“We took him to the nationals when he was nine years
old,” his dad said. “There was a game where the team scored 47
points. He scored 45.”
As a youth he went to basketball camp at North Carolina.
He subsequently was invited to be a ball boy at the Smith Center.
“That was pretty special, getting to watch guys like Raymond Felton, Ty Lawson and Chris Paul play,” Richmond said.
Richmond’s scoring ability is based on two factors, a
high degree of confidence and a willingness to get a lot of shots
up on his own.
He takes 300 to 500 shots a day in addition to practice
with the team.
“You didn’t have to find Akeem to work out — he would
find you,” said Chris Cherry, who is now at South Central in Winterville. He coached Richmond at Southern Lee.
Richmond scored 2,846 points in high school, the second highest career total in the NCHSAA record book. He made
the Associated Press All-State team three times.
The recruiters came, including former ECU coach Mack
McCarthy but Richmond was intrigued with Rhode Island.
“I should have told him we were going to East Carolina,”
said his dad as he reflected on the verge of Richmond’s last regular
season home game with the Pirates.
“It seemed like a great situation,” Richmond said in ret-

rospect of his decision to cast his lot with the Rams of the Atlantic
10 Conference.
Jimmy Baron was a prolific 3-point bomber for Rhode
Island. His dad, Jim Baron, was the coach.
“He was a senior and he was a shooter,” Richmond said.
“I saw the way Coach Baron let him shoot the basketball. He was
leaving so I figured I would step right in and get some valuable
minutes.”
Richmond hit 81 threes as a freshman for the Rams in
the 2009-10 season. He dropped 75 more from long distance as
a sophomore.
“As time passed I began to become homesick,” Richmond said. “It was pretty difficult for me.”
It was pretty difficult for his family to see him play, too.
The venture to see Rhode Island play involved the expense of an
airline flight or an extended drive from Sanford.
ECU coach Jeff Lebo and the Pirate program provided a
solution to Richmond’s homesickness.
“We had known about him,” Lebo said. “Obviously, he’s a
North Carolina kid. We had known about him and where he was.
We found out in the transfer process that he was thinking about
making a move to come back closer to home.
“Being closer to home was really a big deal. Rhode Island
was such a long trip for his family to watch him play. It was cold
and he was kind of ready to make the trek back closer to home.
N.C. State had some interest, I know, through that process but we
were lucky enough to get him here.”
Richmond’s game has evolved at ECU. A year ago, he was
playing fewer minutes and taking fewer shots. He was a productive secondary option in an East Carolina offense that featured
Maurice Kemp and Miguel Paul. His shooting range helped open
up the interior of opposing defenses when Lebo could afford him
minutes.

The shot
Injuries to other personnel helped Richmond get more
playing time as the 2012-13 season progressed. His three to win
the CollegeInsider.com Tournament at Weber State may well have
become the most celebrated moment in Pirate hoops history. It
capped a journey for the Pirates collectively and for Richmond
individually.
“It means a lot to me,” Richmond said of his place in
ECU basketball annals as a result of Paul’s assist in Ogden, Utah.
“I actually have the date (April 2, 2013) tattooed on me.”
The full tat states “Confidence is a stain that won’t wipe
off.” The date is in red ink.

ECU Media Relations photo
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“It’s going to forever be a part of my life,” Richmond said.
“It was a really big shot. I know I’ll never be forgotten for that shot
here at East Carolina University.”
Richmond has become a marked man for opposing defenders this season as injuries and exits from the program have
significantly reduced Lebo’s rotation.
“He’s taking such a brunt of everybody’s defense,” Lebo
said. “They’re trying to do everything that they can to keep him
from getting shots and making somebody else beat them. Surprisingly, he’s still been scoring the ball pretty well, which is really
amazing because he goes from being like the fifth guy coming off
the bench, really playing like 10 or 12 minutes a game for us early
last year. He played more late because we had some injuries. Now
all of a sudden he’s being like face guarded from the time he steps
out on the court in warm-ups.”
Lebo made a similar transition as a scorer in his playing
days at UNC.
“That’s a hard, difficult thing,” said the Pirates coach. “I
went through that as a player, too. It’s a hard, frustrating thing.

You just don’t get the same looks. You don’t get the same opportunities. It’s a whole another level or two when you’re the No. 1 guy
versus the fourth or fifth option.”
Richmond has had some ups and downs as a senior but
the ups have been off the chart — 37 points in wins over Fayetteville State and Campbell, the career 3-point school record in just
two seasons, 27 points on Senior Night in a 75-68 nationally-televised win over Charlotte — to name a few.
“He’s helped us win a ton of games with his ability to
make shots,” Lebo said. “He’s flat saved us a ton. You think about
that one (the dramatic buzzer beater in the CollegeInsider.com
Tournament championship) but there’s been multiple times last
year and this year where he has saved us in a lot of ways. I can
think of three or four games last year and three or four games
this year. He gets fouled on a three against (UNC) Greensboro
and makes three foul shots on a comeback. He goes for 37 against
Campbell to win that game. SMU last year. We were in the tank
and he all of a sudden makes four in a row.”
Richmond’s status with the Pirates has reached legendary status.
Sure, programs missed on Richmond. Maybe he missed on the Pirates, too.
But his two years at ECU have been incredibly special.
And his homesickness? Cured.
His family can see him play. He
talks to coach Cherry regularly. His support
group keeps him ready.
“They just put me back together
when I have bad games,” Richmond said.
“Of course, they’re there for me when I have
good games. They tell me how proud they
are of me. ... They can just fill the car up and
drive two hours now. All my sisters (Tenille,
Emma, Michelle and Dorece), all my cousins, all my nieces can get there.”
A teammate compared him to former Detroit Piston marksman Vinnie Johnson, referring to him as “the Microwave” in
his junior season at ECU.
“I’m not trying to be anybody
really but myself,” Richmond said. “I’ve
watched clips of Ray Allen (Miami Heat)
and how he moves without the ball. I’ve
watched a few clips on Jason Terry (Sacramento Kings) but I just try to go out there
and do what I do.”
What he has become is a more
complete player, a team leader and an icon
for a program that has made vast strides in
erasing a losing identity.
On ECU’s hypothetical Mount
Rushmore of basketball cultural change,
he’s right there on the mountain with Lebo,
Kemp and Miguel Paul.

#
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Richmond accepts his jersey from athletic director Jeff Compher on Senior Night. (W. A. Myatt photo)

I’ve Been Everywhere, Man.
By Jeff Charles
When I hear the old Johnny Cash song, a big smile
comes across my face. You know the one, “I’ve travelled every
road in this old land, man, I’ve been to Boston, Charleston,
Dayton, Louisiana, Little Rock,” and on and on.
This is the first year I can remember that I was able to
do every football and basketball game. The schedule just worked
out that way. Most years I will miss some basketball games due
to football game conflicts during the overlap. So here’s to another
year on the road. Like the song says “I’ve been everywhere, man.”

New Place – Kingston, Rhode Island, the home of the
URI Rams. We flew into Providence and the entire area is beautiful. It was extremely cold though. No wonder Akeem Richmond
transferred to ECU.
Old Place – Hattiesburg, Mississippi. I started going
there in 1984. I would guess about 30 trips to the home of the
Golden Eagles. My collegue, John Cox, has probably been to
Greenville 50 times. We each need a condo.
The Sunshine State – Hey Florida trips are always nice.
St. Petersburg is a beautiful city. We were there for the bowl game
and the weather was great. Then in January we were on the east
coast and the weather wasn’t so great. Boca Raton is a vibrant upscale city. Miami is Miami, you take the good with the bad. Remember the old joke, “crime is down in Miami, they ran out of
victims.”
Two Trips – Murfreesboro, one for football, one for basketball. This city has really grown, it is now a bedroom community for Nashville. A really nice place with so much to offer.
Texas Too – Let’s see how many cities in the lone star
state the Pirates have played in. Here goes, Dallas, Houston, Denton, Fort Worth and El Paso. They’re all different. Dallas is metropolitan, Houston is huge, Denton is a great college town, Fort
Worth is fun and El Paso is diverse. This west texas town is a cultural experience right on the border of Mexico with Juarez right
across the bridge. The people are great and they do a fine job of
hosting the Conference USA basketball tournament.

Above photo: Meade Field at the University of Rhode Island (Wikipedia photo)

Tulsa Time – This Oklahoma city is becoming very
famalier and the Pirates will visit often in the future with the Golden Hurricane moving into the AAC too. This is a clean city and
spread out, TU’s campus is nice, just minutes from downtown.
Huntington – This West Virginia town feels like a combination of midwestern cities and southern one’s too. Lots of
places would love to have the downtown. Just like Greenville you
feel like you’re in a college town. Purple here, green there. Similar
towns and markets.
Birmingham – It grows on you a little bit. No this is not
Atlanta, but the largest city in Alabama has changed and transformed itself over the years. The Vulcan proudly stands tall over
the community welcoming you to the home of the UAB Blazers.
New Orleans – Enough said.
Going back to – Cincinnati, Memphis, Orlando, Tampa.
The AAC here we come or were we just there? Like Hattiesburg,
I’ve lost track of the trips to Memphis, how many times can you
go to Graceland? Cincinnati is one of my favorite towns because I
grew up 84 miles from the city. The Montgomery Inn is a must on
the Ohio River, the best ribs you’ve ever tasted.
Orlando – A great place if you like traffic and an airport
that is a zoo. The UCF campus continues to amaze. It is a virtual
boom town with over 50,000 students and still growing.
Tampa – I’ll take Tampa over Orlando. The bay is beautiful, the downtown is vibrant.
Headed Out – To Philadelphia, the home of the Temple
Owls. Philly is northeast, and looking forward to broadcasting
from “The Linc.” We’ve never been to Storrs, home of the UCONN Huskies. That should be a fun trip, a new place, and I’m running out of new places!
Till next time, “keep painting ‘em purple.”

#
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Hoffman
Set for
Draft
President Teddy Roosevelt once
quoted a West African proverb, saying
if you “speak softly and carry a big stick
you’ll go far.”
In the case of Pirate Junior pitcher
Jeff Hoffman it’s a case of speaking
softly and carrying a big arm.
By Brian Bailey

ECU Media Relations photo

Hoffman could become the highest East Carolina athlete ever drafted later this spring.
He is projected as a top five pick in the first round of the Major League Baseball Amateur player’s
draft in June.
Hoffman is that good. His fastball is well into the 90’s. He has the perfect pitcher’s build.
He is low key and focused. He’s also grounded, hoping to be a key component to a Pirate baseball
team desperate to get back into the NCAA baseball regionals in 2014.
“I just want to go out there and do what I’ve been trying to do my whole career here,” said
Hoffman. “I just need to throw strikes and give my team a chance to win every game that I pitch
in. I have a really good defense behind me. We are young but these guys have great potential if I
just keep the ball down in the zone.”
Hoffman came into the 2014 season after a great summer this past season in the Cape
Cod League. His stock was already high before that experience. Now, that stock has exploded. Still, Hoffman knows that he can and will get better.
“Besides the fast ball I’ve been developing my off-speed pitches,” Hoffman said.
“I think I can go out there every day and try to make all of my pitches better. I will throw a
change-up and two different curve balls. I just want to really gain command of them, getting
them into the zone consistently.”
Hoffman returned as the Pirate’s Friday night starter this season. For Pirate coach Billy
Godwin, Hoffman provides a sense of relief for those key, opening games of the conference sets.
“I just want Jeff to be good, one pitch at a time,” said Godwin. “I want him to be as good
as he can possibly be and that’s the key. If you look at what Jeff did last year, he had 108 innings.
If you took 15 of those innings away then Jeff was as good as anyone in the country. But in those
15 innings he gave up multiple runs and that’s what we have to try and eliminate those multiple
run innings. I think it’s a maturity issue, from going from mid-week starter to the Friday night role,
which is a lot to handle. He’s come a long way and I’m excited he’s in that Friday night role for us
again this year.”
Hoffman buys into the maturation process of the art of pitching.
“What I have learned is that when you’re in those big situations it’s just not a case of gearing up and throwing your hardest fastball,” explained Hoffman. “It’s understanding that you need
to pitch to the situation. You may have to throw 92 or a two seamer down in the zone to get the
out. You have to stay out of the big inning.”
ECU associate head coach and pitching coach Dan Roszel has watched Hoffman from day
one with the Pirates.
“I’m proud of him,” said Roszel. “A lot of publications are saying how good he is and that’s
all good news for the Pirates because our name is getting out there. Jeff’s name is also getting
out there and he’s worked hard for it. It’s not just him showing up with a blessed arm. He’s done
everything in the weight room and he’s been a leader on and off the field.”
Roszel knows that Hoffman’s pitch is his fastball. He also knows it’s how Hoffman develops the rest of his arsenal that will depend on just how good he is on the next level.
“His strength is that he’s got a really good past ball,” explained Roszel. “He’s 6’4 and it
goes downhill. He has the off speed step to go with it. He’s like every young man in that he’s
got a lot on his plate and the mental game is a big thing.”
With literally millions of dollars on the line, it would be easy to become selfish.
That’s not the case with Jeff Hoffman.
“With all the rankings and all that stuff that’s out there I just look at it as it’s ECU
that is on the front of my jersey,” said Hoffman. “Hopefully that’ll bring us some recruiting edge. Hopefully my name may be getting out there. People will see the jersey.
People will know where I go to school and that’s a big thing for the future of this
program.”
Hoffman says he’s ready for what the future holds.
“I don’t feel any pressure,” said Hoffman in concluding.
“I know if I go out there and do my best my talent is going to
dictate all that stuff. If I go out there and do what I’m supposed
to do and if our team goes out and does what it’s supposed to
do, then we are going to go a long way.”#

Record-breaking Kobe

CONSISTENTLY
A WINNER
When you have coached the same program for 32 years, even some significant
milestones can get past you. After all, Rick Kobe’s East Carolina swimming and diving
teams win more consistently than almost any other team on campus. And with constant recruiting demands and some 60 athletes to oversee as they pursue even greater
goals, no one around the Minges pool has time to keep a scrapbook of every little broken record or NCAA qualification. By Bethany Bradsher
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But during the first week of February, Kobe and his team
encountered two highlights that even the most experienced coach
can’t dismiss. First, Kobe became only the sixth collegiate swim
coach in U.S. history – and only the second one still coaching – to
reach the 300-win plateau.
And just seven days after collecting his 300th win with
men’s and women’s home victories over William and Mary, Kobe
presided over the women’s team as they assembled an undefeated
season and became only the second sports team in Pirate history
to do so.
On February 1, after the ECU teams defeated the Tribe
decisively, Kobe’s swimmers gathered around him to celebrate
their coach and his extraordinary career so far. They presented
him a handmade card (featuring a photo of Kobe in 1982 when
he arrived at ECU) and started a loud “Kobe” chant joined by the
packed house of swimming fans in the stands.
Through that initial celebration, and as Kobe gave interviews to the media, his khaki pants and black coaching polo were
still dry, but he didn’t let his guard down, saying, “It’s not over
yet.” Sure enough, after some of Kobe’s friends came back into the

natatorium with a cake commemorating his accomplishments the
Pirate athletes picked him up and threw him into the pool that has
been the site of so many triumphs.
“It is kind of crazy,” he said the week before officially
reaching the 300 mark. “That’s a lot of wins. I don’t remember all
of them, but I think I probably enjoyed them all. I think the nicest
thing about it, is we have been a winning program, and year in
and year out we basically get the job done. And it’s fun.”
With those wins, Kobe joined an elite club that includes
Boston College’s Tom Groden (698 wins), North Carolina’s Frank
Comfort (578), Yales’ Bob Kiputh (528), Virginia’s Mark Bernardino (510) and current Georgia coach Jack Bauerle (505). Of
the five who have reached the milestone before Kobe, only Bauerle is still coaching.
The student-athletes of today have shorter hair and more
technology than those who gave Kobe his first wins in the early 80s, he said, but their work ethic, desire to win and determination in the classroom have changed very little over the years.
And above all else, he has managed to surround himself with outstanding people through those decades, and that has made the

difference between a mediocre program and one characterized by
winning.
“You can’t do any of this stuff without good swimmers
and without good coaches. I’ve had great assistants,” he said. “I’ve
had great swimmers and divers come in here, and we’re not stopping. We get better and better every year, and we’re anxious to get
to our new conference and put our footprint on that.”
The weekend after the festivities surrounding Kobe’s
accomplishments, his athletes were put squarely in the spotlight
when the women’s team defeated Campbell University for a perfect 11-0 season. The win made the squad only the second active
ECU program – along with football, which went 7-0 in 1941 – to
finish a season without a loss.
“We are ecstatic to set university history by going undefeated,” ECU Head Coach Rick Kobe said. “The depth of talent

we have is incredible. We have a lot of up front kids, but our second and third swimmers are not that far from those winning the
events.”
The icing on the cake came the following week, when the
ECU women swept the Conference USA weekly swimming and
diving awards. Junior Lauren Chew, who won the 500 freestyle
and placed second in the 200 free against Campbell, was named
C-USA Swimmer of the Week, and senior Colleen Jones, who
won both the one- and three-meter diving competitions, received
her second Diver of the Week honor in a month.
The victories put the women’s team in good stead heading into the crucial Conference USA Championships, which open
on Feb. 26 in Atlanta. The men’s team, which did not compete
against Campbell, finished the regular season 6-2.
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Pirate Club selects new officers,
committee directors
In February the Pirate Club selected new leaders to help
chart its course into a future that includes a new conference and
elevated expectations in every sport.
Carl Rogers from Wrightsville Beach was appointed
to a two-year term as executive president and Dan Nichols of
Greenville will serve with him as executive vice-president of
the ECU Educational Foundation.
The new officers, who were elected during the Pirate
Club’s Community Chapter Director’s Meeting, will help oversee an ambitious 2014 – the goals for the year include increasing membership to 17,800 and raising $7 million to help fund
scholarships for student-athletes at ECU.
“It’s a privilege and an honor to have the opportunity
to serve as Executive President of the Pirate Club,” Rogers said.
“The Board and I will do our very best to maximize this opportunity in support of Pirate athletics and our student-athletes.
We, as others involved in this effort, will be UNDAUNTED.”
Also on the agenda for the chapter director’s meeting
was the election of seven Executive Committee Directors from
throughout the state. The new appointments include Mike
Rogers from Cary, Billy Dunn from Winterville, Elane Denton
from Greenville, Perry Hudson from Dunn, Tim Martin from
Greenville, Robert Maynard from Raleigh and Michael Steadman from Fayetteville.
Five of the new executive board members will serve
traditional three-year terms, while Mike Rogers and Dunn,
who were selected to complete unexpired terms. Rogers will
replace Harry Smith, who resigned from the executive committee to accept a post on the North Carolina Board of Governors, and Dunn took over for Nichols after he was elected as

Carl Rogers (left) and Dan Nichols (right) were recently appointed
for two-year terms as the Pirate Club’s new executive president and
executive vice-president, respectively. (Pirate Club photos)

Executive Vice-President. Rogers and Dunn will serve on the
board for one and two years, respectively.
J. Batt, who came to Greenville in April as ECU’s senior associate athletics director and executive director of the
Pirate Club, said that the new slate of leaders has the credentials and skills necessary to guide the club to a new level of
excellence.
“I am incredibly excited about the leadership that
Carl, Danny and the other Executive Committee members will
bring to the Foundation,” Batt said. “With their guidance and
work, the Pirate Club will continue to support our outstanding
student-athletes at the very highest level.”
ECU Media Relations contributed to this report.
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Pirate Kids
Club Birthdays
MARCH
Brooke Adkins
Karson Armstrong
Taylor L. Bryan
Daniel Cooper
A’riana L. Crumpler
Camille Evelyn Deitz
Noah Donaldson
Logan M. Dunn
Tripp Dunn
Addison M. Espigh
Bryce C. Godwin
Hayden Harper
Anna Lillie Johnson
Daniel Lupton
Jake Merritt
Thomas Pittman
Andrew Kevin Ricks
Andrew James Smith
Lady Pirate Sullivan
Piratini Sullivan
Aaron Michael (A.J) Walker
Landon Cole Watkins
Melanie T. Watson
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Happy Birthday, Kids!

S p o n s o re d b y :

Send Us Your Announcements!
We want to know about you, your family, and news
in your life that we can share with other Pirate Club
members. Please e-mail information to:
bakermo@ecu.edu - Subject Line: Member’s Corner

WHAT WILL YOUR
LEGACY BE?
A gift from your retirement plan (IRA, 401(k) and
other qualified retirement plans) can enable you to
leave a perpetual legacy at ECU while capturing
multiple tax benefits
When you gift a percentage or specific dollar total from your
retirement plan to East Carolina University through the East
Carolina University Educational Foundation Inc. (Pirate
Club), you can help future students while gaining a tax
advantage.
By utilizing this specific asset, where often the greatest amount of your wealth resides, you can avoid/
reduce income and estate taxation. This asset is
among the most difficult to pass to heirs/beneficiaries because it is a deferred tax asset. For these
reasons, gifting this asset versus others with less
tax burden allows you to take better care of
your heirs while leaving a perpetual legacy at
ECU. This easy process can be done through
one simple piece of paperwork (Beneficiary
Designation Form) provided by your plan
provider.
For more information about this planned gift or joining the Leo
W. Jenkins Society, please call Mark S. Hessert at (252) 737-4543
or e-mail hessertm@ecu.edu. You may also find more information online at www.ecupirateclub.com, and click on the Planned
Giving tab listed under Endowments.
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CHAPTER PRESIDENTS, PIRATE REPS
RECOGNIZED AT AWARDS LUNCHEON
Margaret Mead was once quoted about the Power of Teamwork – “Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful, committed people can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has!”

This quote exemplifies the impact that our Chapter Presidents and Pirate Reps have had on another successful
year the Pirate Club experienced in 2013 by exceeding both 17,600 members and $6,750,000 in annual giving.
Prior to the Southern Miss game, an appreciation luncheon was held to thank and recognize Chapter Presidents
and award-winning Pirate Reps. Athletic Director Jeff Compher and Executive Director J. Batt each addressed the
group to thank them for the tremendous time and effort made volunteering on behalf of ECU Athletics.
The highlight of the day was the winning of the Pirate Rep of the Year Award by Johnny Joyner, Jr. of Pitt
County. This award is named the Meltzer/Hudson Award in honor of Mark Meltzer and Perry Hudson, recognizing the
impact their volunteerism has had on ECU Athletics. It is the highest volunteer award given by the ECU Pirate Club.
Joyner also won the Award in 2011.
Other notable highlights were the Beaufort County and Carteret County Chapters winning recognition as
Chapter of the Year and Scott West (Martin/Hertford/Bertie) and Chase Mauney (Student Pirate Club) receiving the
Chapter President of the Year Award.
The following listing recognizes all the award-winning Pirate Reps, Chapter Presidents and Pirate Club Chapters in 2013. On behalf of our coaches, staff and student-athletes, we thank you for the outstanding effort in 2013 and
look forward to an “Undaunted” 2014.
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The Super Pirate Award is the second level of achievement and was earned by only 20 (or 4%)
of Pirate Reps in 2013. Pictured are those Reps who attended the Awards Luncheon.

The Elite Pirate Award is the highest level of achievement and was earned by only six
Pirate Reps in 2013. Pictured are those Reps who attended the Awards Luncheon.

27

Johnny Joyner, Jr. of the Pitt County Chapter earned the 2013 Meltzer/Hudson Award. The
award recognizes the Pirate Rep of the Year and represents the highest volunteer award.
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Sue Francis (Beaufort County) earned the Hustle Award by recruiting the most new
members (11) in 2013.

The Iron Pirate Award was earned by 69 of 425 Pirate Reps in 2013. Pictured are those
Reps who earned this first level of achievement and attended the Awards Luncheon.

Beaufort County, represented by Chapter President Amy Ward, was recognized with a Chapter of the Year Award. The Beaufort County Chapter was one of only two Chapters that increased its membership last year, in addition to exceeding its dollar goal by over 11%.
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Carteret County earned the Chapter of the Year honor by exceeding its dollar goal by over
10% in 2013. Pictured is Chapter President, Brian Barbour.
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Student Pirate Club President, Chase Mauney, was recognized as Chapter President of
the Year. Under Chase’s leadership, the Student Pirate Club grew to 9,900 members, an
all-time record high.

Kevin Youngs (Pitt County) was honored with the Rookie Chapter President of the Year
Award. Under Youngs’ leadership, Pitt County established a new fund-raising goal in 2013.

Kevin Davidson (Cape Fear) and Brad Watson (Western Piedmont) were recognized with the
All-American Pirate Rep Award, given to the top three (3) volunteers, excluding the Pirate
Rep of the Year. Also recognized, but unable to attend, was Johnny Bland (Durham/Orange).
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2013 AWARD-WINNING
PIRATE REPRESENTATIVES
(Listed in Alphabetical Order)

Elite Pirate

Iron Pirate

John & Nicole Bland — Durham/Orange
Kevin Davidson — Cape Fear
Michael Grubb — Pitt County
Johnny Joyner, Jr. — Pitt County
Morris Small — Northeastern
Brad Watson — Western Piedmont

Charles & Tracey Allen — Pitt County
Robert L. Allen — Cape Fear
Joe & Nancy Askew — Pitt County
Thomas & Cheri Atkinson — Greensboro Area
Peter & Amber Balent — Pitt County
Jack & Maha Banning — Pitt County
Wesley Barnes — Pitt County
Norwood & Hilda Bradshaw Sr — Nash/Edgecombe
Paul Briney — Pitt County
Dennis M. Brown — Coastal SC
Wayne C. Brown — Roanoke Valley
Jim F. Buckman — Beaufort
W. Paul Burchette — Wake
Chris Carson — Richmond VA
Christopher L. Coggins — Charlotte Area
Michael T. Crawford — Wake
David Cribb — Pitt County
Jim Cronin — Wake
Andrew DiGiovanni — Wake
Garry & Monica Dudley — Richmond VA
Greg & Mary Lou Edge — Cumberland
Norman L. Edgerton — Wayne County
David Englert — Southeast VA
Troy T. Epps — Carteret County
Randy N. Evans — Charlotte Area
Wayne Freeman Jr. — Lee/Chatham/Moore
William Grobe — Pitt County
Doug Groome — Charlotte Area
Tim Hale — Wake
Derek and Laura Helms — Pitt County
Philip & Taylor Herendeen — Pitt County
Shawn M Hopkins — Pitt County
West & Melissa Hughes — Pitt County
Wyatt D. Jenkins — Cumberland
Tab Joyce — Alamance County

(3,500 points and above)

Super Pirate
(2,000-3,499 points)

William C. & Karen W. Byrd III — Pitt County
Scott M. & Jennifer Cole — Pitt County
Cheryl A. Curtis — Pitt County
Neil Dorsey — Pitt County
Corey & Cindy Duber — Carteret County
Henry C. Edmondson — Nash/Edgecombe
Bill & Sue Francis — Beaufort
Perry Hudson — Johnston/Harnett
John Curtis Humphrey — Bladen/Columbus/Robeson
Bill & Eva King — Pitt County
Walter D. LaRoque — Lenoir/Greene
Larry & Valentine Melton — Pitt County
Mark & Nancy Meltzer — Pitt County
Margaret Mitchell — Wake County
J. David & Tammy Payne — Pitt County
Jane Reel — Pitt County
Shane M. Robinson — Pitt County
John C. & Meredith Southern — Pitt County
Brady Wainwright — Pitt County
Jeff Wells — Richmond, VA
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(1,000-1,999 points)

2013 CHAPTER AWARDS
CHAPTER OF THE YEAR
Beaufort County Chapter
Carteret County Chapter
CHAPTER PRESIDENT OF THE YEAR

Iron Pirate (continued)
Christopher Blair Keeter — Wake
Brian Mann — Greensboro Area
Larry & Linda Messer — Pitt County
Dennis Mills — Martin/Hertford/Bertie
Lydia & Jack P. Morgan Jr — Pitt County
Cary ‘Skip’ Morris — Lenoir/Greene
James B. Newman — Wake
Kristen Oliver — Greensboro Area
E. Hayes Petteway — Bladen/Columbus/Robeson
Mike Phillips — Western Piedmont
Larry Philpott — Onslow/Jones
Daniel Paul Randall — Wake
Dalton & Donna Raynor — Pitt County
Paul Schwager — Pitt County
Philip & Stacy Simpson — Greensboro Area
Leroy Spivey — Washington/Tyrell/Hyde
Steve Strickland — Craven/Pamlico
Bob & Susan Sullivan — Western Piedmont
Henry L. Taylor II — Wake
Brian Keith Taylor — Greensboro Area
Josh & Laura Taylor — Wake
Randy & Linda Tripp — Pitt County
Thomas T. Tucker — Pitt County
Tom & Susie Varner — Wake
Walker Investment Company Inc. — Southeast VA
Walter & Marie Williams Foundation — Pitt County
Pamela Ward — Beaufort
Gary Warren — Western Piedmont
R. Mark Warren — Northeastern
Heather & Chris Webster — Lenoir/Greene
Jason Whichard — Richmond VA
Robert Spencer — Williams Wilson County
James M. Worrell — Pitt County

Scott West
Martin/Hertford/Bertie Chapter
Chase Mauney
Student Pirate Club
ROOKIE CHAPTER
PRESIDENT OF THE YEAR
Kevin Youngs
Pitt County Chapterr
PURPLE PRIDE AWARD
Dennis Brown
Coastal, SC Chapter
COMEBACK CHAPTER
Durham/Orange Chapter

2013 PIRATE REP AWARDS
HUSTLE AWARD
Sue Francis
Beaufort County Chapter
ALL-AMERICAN AWARD
John & Nicole Bland
Durham/Orange Chapter
Kevin Davidson
Cape Fear Chapter
Brad Watson
Western Piedmont Chapter
MELTZER/HUDSON AWARD
(PIRATE REP OF THE YEAR)
Johnny Joyner, Jr.

Pitt County Chapter
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HEATHER
MACY

The Pirates reached the 20-win plateau for the eighth time
in program history.
Head Coach Heather Macy led the Pirates to their first
back-to-back 20-win season since 1986.
The Pirates have put together a 13-0 record at Minges
Coliseum as they have extended their home winning streak
to 26 games.
Ma
Macy owns a 71-47 (.602) record in her four years at East
Carolina. Overall she is 186-86 (.684).
Macy has now recorded six 20-win seasons in her eight
years as a head coach.
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RICK
KOBE

One of just six coaches in NCAA history to win 500 dual
meets
Ranks second among active coaches with 500 career wins
Led ECU to eight conference titles
Seven-time conference coach of the year
Has coached 4 All-Americans and 176 all-conference
performers

Thinking Beach Property?

Topsail Island
The Best Pirate Treasure on the Coast
John Toler - Broker/Realtor
ECU Class of ‘72

If you’re looking for a getaway at
the beach or investment property,
call me today. Prices are the lowest
they’ve been in a decade!
Call (800) 782-6216 or (910) 389-6117 [mobile]
jtoler@wardrealty.com • www.TopsailPirate.com

Ward Realty Corporation

“The Original Developers of Topsail Island” • www.wardrealty.com

What if you could drive Pirate fans
directly to your website?

You can.
Advertisers in the digital edition of the
can have their ad linked to their website.
And as always, 50% of every advertising dollar goes to the Pirate Club.
Send an e-mail to info@lookoutpublishing.com, or call (252) 349-3280 for more information.

