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East Carolina baseball coach  
Billy Godwin has tried a number of adjust-
ments to get the most out of his personnel 
during the 2014 season.

Injuries and illness also have impacted the lineup.
Making freshman Charlie Yorgen the starter at sec-

ond base has worked well. Yorgen got the position for the 
Wake Forest game at Fleming Stadium in Wilson on March 12 
and has become a fixture.

He had started 24 of the Pirates’ 40 games at a two-
day break for Easter and was hitting .317, the third highest 
batting average among the Pirate regulars.

His work with the glove was a helpful factor, too.
“He brings a great deal of range, which is want you 

want in a second baseman,” said ECU coach Billy Godwin. 
“He turns the double play probably as well as anybody I’ve 
had. It’s really nice to see that because sometimes you don’t 
know when you have freshmen what they’re going to do when 
the lights comes on.

“Certainly, he’s embraced that. He’s played very well 
in that role.”

Yorgen has adjusted well from the high school level 
after playing at St. Christopher’s in Richmond, VA.

“I have to give a lot of credit to the coaches and the 
older guys,” Yorgen said. “Drew Reynolds, Zach Houchins, all 
them. They’ve shown me the way. They’ve shown everyone 
the way, starting from day one in the fall to the Purple-Gold 
World Series. Every step of the way, those older guys are there, 
trying to lead you.”

There’s obviously a step up involved in being able to 
hit college pitching.

“Pitchers very rarely miss their spots at this level,” 
Yorgen said. “In high school, you’re going to get a pitch to hit 
every single at-bat. When you come here, pitchers are locat-
ing three or four pitches consistently. That makes things a lot 
harder.”

Yorgen had played more games than he did in high 
school with a substantial portion of the season remaining.

“Playing pretty much every day has been a change for 
me,” he said. “I’ve played in 24 games so far. I think I only played 
in 22 my senior year in high school. That’s a big adjustment.”

Yorgen said he couldn’t pinpoint a time when he 
knew he could contribute to the Pirate program.

“I struggled in the fall trying to adjust,” he said. 
“Once I got my first start, I just settled down and realized I 
was just playing baseball. That first start really made me real-
ize, ‘OK, it’s baseball. There’s no reason to freak out. There’s no 
reason to try and do too much. Just play the game.’”

Yorgen had a couple of errors in a 5-4 loss to the  
Demon Deacons but he also had an RBI in his first college 
game, which featured a lengthy rain delay.

“Both were mental errors,” Yorgen said. “Just trying 
to do too much.”

Yorgen said he hurried one throw and made another 
throw when it was too late to get an out.

“After that, I just told myself you can’t do too much,” 
he said. “All the coaches told me I was trying to do too much, 

Youthful 
Yorgen 

Finds His 
Niche

By Al Myatt
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which was accurate.”
It’s been more fun since then.
“Playing every day,” he said. “Traveling around the 

country, going to Houston to play a powerhouse like Rice. 
Playing with guys like Zach Houchins, Jeff (Hoffman), Ben 
Fultz, Garrett Brooks. All these guys on the team are so tal-
ented. They’re so fun to be around. Every guy on the team has 
such a high skill level that it makes things really fun.”

N.C. State finished a close second in the recruiting 
process, which started with former ECU player and coach 
Nick Schnabel talking to Yorgen.

“East Carolina was actually the first school that start-
ed recruiting me,” Yorgen said. “It was the fall of my sopho-
more year. I was in contact with Coach Schnabel that whole 
fall and spring. During the summer going into my junior year, 
I kind of lost contact with him, just busy traveling and every-
thing.

“I started talking to other schools. Eventually, during 
the fall, I started talking to him. I took a couple of visits. It 
basically came down to ECU and N.C. State.

“At the end of the day, I liked the atmosphere, the 
facilities and coaching staff. I just felt it was the right place for 
me over any other school.”

Yorgen is planning to major in business management 
with a minor in sports studies. The idea of becoming a sports 
agent when his playing career is over appeals to him.

“I definitely want to stay connected to baseball and 
sports,” he said.

His roommate is Bryce Harman, who Yorgen has 
known since his early teenage years. The duo have had the 
common experience of contributing to the Pirate program as 
freshmen.

“The team is together all the time so when we have 
an off day, It’s almost weird when we’re not together,” Yorgen 
said. “The team is always together, hanging out, doing whatev-
er together. I really enjoy being around the team. It’s a bunch 
of great guys. ... Bryce has been my best friend since we started 
playing together when I was 13. Ever since then, we’ve played 
on every team together. He loves the game just as much as I 
do. 

“He loves talking about it. We watch baseball togeth-
er every night, talking about what we see and reflecting on the 
games we just had whether we went 0-for-4 with four strike-
outs or whether we went 4-for-4.

“We’re always taking about what we could have done, 
what we should have done. Everything. Keeping each other 
level-headed throughout.

“The entire season has really been a plus for both of 
us, I think.”

Yorgen has a lengthy list of things he wants to work 
on before his sophomore season.

“Everything,” he said. “There’s nothing in my game 
that I can’t improve on, that I shouldn’t improve on. Bigger, 
stronger, faster is a cliché saying but I truly believe in that. 
Defensively, hitting. Bigger, stronger, faster.”

Yorgen has a good first step defensively, reading the 
ball off the bat well. Being a left-handed hitter helps him uti-
lize his speed down the line. He throws right-handed.

His focus is basic within a nurturing environment.ECU Media Relations photo
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“I just go out and compete as 
hard as I can every day,” he said. “There’s 
always that factor of being nervous or be-
ing timid when you first get in there and 
once you’re not timid, you’re trying to do 
too much. 

“Developing, going through all 
these stages and now being comfortable 
in any situation, confident because of 
support from your coaches, your seniors, 
every single guy on the team. Everyone is 
there for each other. That just really helps 
me grow into being a contributor on this 
team. I just have to give thanks to all the 
other guys who have helped me along the 
way. I really, truly believe in that.”

Yorgen spent Easter in Rich-
mond, visiting his girl friend, Katherine 
Maloney, and his parents, Steve and Barb 
Yorgen.

He would soon rejoin the Pirates 
with some confidence and experience de-
veloped in his first year in the program.#

PIRATE SEATS
ENJOY THE BEST SEATS IN THE
HOUSE WITH A PIRATE SEAT!

RESERVE TODAY FOR ONLY $40!
(Price increases to $45 after the first home game.)

- Seats feature a three-inch padded cushion
- Never carry your seat cushion to the game again
- Clearly define your seating area
- Seat cushions are installed for the entire 2014 season

Log on to PirateSeats.com or call
(877) 421-6454 to reserve yours today!

Gameday rentals also available.

Two styles now available!

Right: Freshman second baseman Charlie  
Yorgen turns a double play against VCU. (W.A. Myatt  
photo)
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By Jeff Charles

Coach OA Q&A with

Gary Overton is a 
Pirate baseball legend. The 
Ahoskie native is the all time 
winningest coach at ECU with 
427 victories and is an ECU Hall of 
Famer. He’s made the transition from 
coach to athletic administration. He 
has many duties including his work 
as the baseball analyst on the Pirate 
IMG Sports Network and flagship 
station AM 1070 WNCT. Coach 
O, who has his 
doctorate from 
ECU resides 
in Greenville 
with his wife 
Candace and 
daughter Char-
lotte. We sat down 
and talked about his 
remarkable career.



8

Q. Where does your love for baseball come from? 

A. My father was a high school coach. I was always around the 
game. I started playing little league at age 9 and was influenced 
by great baseball players like Jim and Gaylord Perry from William-
ston and Catfish Hunter from Hertford. It was a real hot bed for 
baseball. 

Q. When did ECU get your attention growing up? 

A. Sometime in the 60’s when the Pirates were really coming on 
in football with Coach Clarence Stasavich. More importantly the 
baseball program had already arrived. It was a strong Division 
One program. A team that had advanced to NCAA post season 
play on several occasions. The entire athletics program and school 
was beginning to make a real name for itself. 

Q. Why did you decide to attend ECU? 

A. The athletic program was a big part of it. It is really what swayed 
me here. 

Q. What was the university like when you enrolled here in 1970? 

A. It was rather small but growing. Thanks to Chancellor Leo Jen-
kins and his leadership ECU was really catching fire. The Pirates 
were in the Southern Conference. The baseball coach was Earl 
Smith. He gave me a chance to be the bullpen catcher and a bat-
ting practice pitcher. I played in a summer league during my days 
as a student here. 

Q. Did you ever think that someday you would become the 
head coach? 

A. No not at all. My goal was to become an assistant at the college 
level. Hal Baird gave me that chance. I worked hard in that role 
never thinking I would be the head coach. 

Q. What was it like the day you were named head coach?

A. I remember Brian Baily from WNCT television as the first media 
person to interview me. I told him I was grateful for the opportu-
nity given me by then Athletics Director Ken Karr. It was special 
because ECU is my alma mater. It was an exciting day. Dr. Karr left 
and Dave Hart took over and his support for me and the program 
was terrific. 

Q. What stands out about the great teams you had? 

A. The great players. We had an outstanding tradition established 
before I got here, our guys played hard, and then after me, Keith 
LeClair, Randy Mazey and Billy Goodwin had outstanding teams 
too and kept that winning tradition going. 

Q. Who were some of those great players? 

A. Several come to mind. Winfred Johnson was a first team All 
America. He had 70 plus home runs and 30 plus wins on the 
mound. The best athlete was Pat Watkins. He was a first round pick 
of the Cincinnati Reds and played with the Reds and some other 
clubs. Tommy Eason was a high draft pick and played profession-
ally. We had a whole bunch of terrific players from 1987-1993. 

Q. How has college baseball changed? 

A. It is better. The reason is the depth. There are more players that 
make a contribution and you need more players. The top pro-
grams have quality depth. Years ago we had 8 position players 
and 3 good pitchers and that was about it. 

Q. How have you seen the game grow in popularity? 

A. The exposure has grown by leaps and bounds. ESPN and televi-
sion in general has been big. There’s so much more emphasis now. 
College teams today are household words and those programs 
are profitable. There’s a whole lot more money in all aspects of the 
game including coaches salaries. 

Q. Life is full of ups and downs how tough was it when you 
were relieved of your duties? 

Above and previous page: Coach Gary Overton at ECU in the 1980s. (Archive 
photos courtesy of ECU Media Relations)
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A. It was difficult. I missed the daily interaction with players and other coaches. 
I missed the practices too. The daily grind was something I did for years and 
I enjoyed it. I had been in the same routine for years and now had to make 
adjustments. 

Q. Did you ever think about coaching somewhere else? 

A. I did. I was going to continue to coach or move into administration. I earned 
my doctorate and went back into the classroom and then had the opportunity 
to move into my present day role in the athletics department. Moving into ad-
ministration has been a wise choice. 

Q. Tell us about serving on the NCAA baseball selection committee, 
was it enjoyable? 

A. Very much so. I also served on the baseball rules committee. I did that for 
four years, my last year as Chair. I always aspired to be on the selection com-
mittee. It was a great experience going to Indianapolis each year. I learned so 
much about all the programs. It was enlightening. 

Q. Can you sum up the past forty plus years you’ve been a Pirate? 

A. It has been a privilege. First as a student, then as a coach and today an ad-
ministrator. It has been a rewarding experience filled with a lifetime of memo-
ries. I look forward to many more years and contributing any way I can to ECU 
and the athletics program.

Right: Coach Earl Smith was at the helm of Pirate baseball in the early ‘70s when Overton was 
given the opportunity to be the bullpen catcher and a batting practice pitcher for the Pirates 
in the Southern Conference.  (ECU Media Relations archive photo)

ADULTS (13 and over) - $5
YOUTH (12 and under) - $3

SATURDAY, MAY 3
UTEP @ 1 PM (DH)

SUNDAY, MAY 4*
UTEP @ Noon

*Senior Day:
Cheer on the Class of 2014
as we recognize their
contributions to the Pirates!

ADULTS (13 and over) - $6
YOUTH (12 and under) - $3

FRIDAY, MAY 2
FIU @ 6 PM

SATURDAY, MAY 3
FIU @ 6:30 PM

SUNDAY, MAY 4
FIU @ 1 PM

TUESDAY, MAY 13
High Point @ 6 PM

THURSDAY, MAY 15
UTSA @ 6 PM

FRIDAY, MAY 16*
UTSA @ 6 PM

SATURDAY, MAY 17
UTSA @ 11 AM

SOFTBALL
SCHEDULE & TICKETS

BASEBALL
SCHEDULE & TICKETS

For tickets & information,
call 800-DIAL-ECU or visit ECUPirates.com 



Pirates’ bullpen ace 
masters the art of 
delivering victories
By Brian Bailey

Williams
Just
Wins

ECU Media Relations photo



The late Al Davis, owner of the Oakland Raiders, made 
the saying famous. It was even the title of his biography that 
came out in 1991.

“Just win, baby. “
That’s the theme for East Carolina senior pitcher Ryan 

Williams in 2014. This year’s recipient of the prestigious “23” 
jersey to honor former Pirate coach Keith LeClair spent most of 
the baseball season as the nation’s leader in wins. 

He just wins, baby. 
Williams became the first Division I pitcher to win 10 

games this season when he picked up the victory over rival 
North Carolina in late April. He improved to 10-2 with that win. 
He also had five saves on his resume. 

Williams collected a win or a save in 15 of the Pirate’s 
first 25 victories this season.

“It’s all about these guys and this team,” said Williams 
when I made the reference to the Al Davis quote. “I just want to 
do whatever I can to help this Pirate team wins.”

Williams has been an absolute ace out of the Pirate 
bullpen. More than the wins, his other stats are also stunning. 
He had struck out 55 batters while walking just six batters in 
almost 70 innings of work. He ranked 10th nationally in strike-
out-to-walk ratio (9.2), allowing just 19 runs (13 earned) in 68.2 
innings.  

Add it all up and it’s a lights out 1.70 ERA.
“He does it in a workman’s like fashion,” said Pirate 

coach Billy Godwin. “He comes in and is efficient throwing 
strikes down in the zone.  His role has been so huge to our 
team.  I mean he’s already got 10 wins and that was a role that 
we talked about before the season. He has far exceeded every-
thing I thought he would in that role.”

Williams was so dominant to start the year he was 
named to the 50-man midseason watch list for the National 
Collegiate Baseball Writers Association Stopper-of-the-Year 
Award, which is given to the nation’s top collegiate reliever.

 The NCBWA’s All-America Committee will select the 
winner. This year’s recipient will be announced on Saturday, 
June 14, during the 2014 College World Series. 

Williams has already received perhaps his biggest 
honor by getting a chance to wear the “23” jersey. When he’s 
on the mound he knows he’s got the number on, but he says 
he really doesn’t think about it when he is pitching. 

“Not so much,” said Williams when asked how much he 
thought about the honor when he was pitching. “I just want to 
carry myself to honor Coach LeClair. It’s the way I like to take 
things.”

All of this for a guy who really didn’t know what kind of 
role he would have with this Pirate baseball team. 

“I came into the year and I wasn’t really sure what I was 
going to do,” Williams explained. (Pitching coach Dan) Roszel 
told me I had the chance to pitch every day and I could be on 
the mound to help the Pirates win a lot. I couldn’t be happier 
to do that this year.”

It’s worked out quite nicely, because all Ryan Williams 
does is win! #
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The effectiveness of the offense in East 
Carolina’s Purple-Gold spring football game was 
impressive. Coach Ruffin McNeill called a close 
to each half of play following a touchdown.

The 55 snaps before a Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium gathering 
of 5,867 produced 403 yards and five scores with no turnovers.

Five players threw passes as the Pirates completed 24 of 
35 for 245 yards with four TDs.

The ground game produced 158 yards on 20 attempts.
McNeill didn’t see the offense’s day as an indictment of 

the defensive unit.
“I’m pleased with our defense,” McNeill said. “That first 

unit is going to be really good. ... We’ll be fine there.”
Defensive coordinator Rick Smith saw ECU allow 24.8 

points per game in his first year back with the program. That aver-
age was down from 31.6 points allowed per game in 2012.

Four starters return on defense. Six of the top 10 tacklers 
are gone. Three of four starters have departed from the secondary.

“We’ll get six to eight players added to that first defense,” 
McNeill said. “That will give us about 22, 23 players we’ll look for. 
We’ll be fine.”

Safety Lamar Ivey (knee) and nose tackle Terry Williams 
(ankle) sat out of the spring game. Defensive lineman Chrishon 
Rose was limited in spring by his class schedule as he approached 
graduation in May.

Offense looks to be more explosive

East Carolina ranked eighth in the Football Bowl Subdi-
vision for scoring offense at 40.2 points per game in 2013 but one 

N O T E S ,  Q U O T E S  &  A N E C D O T E S

Ruff endorses defense
Riley lighting the fuse on offense

by Al Myatt
Above: Coach Ruffin McNeill (Photos courtesy of ECU Media Relations)
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of the goals of offensive coordinator Lincoln Riley during spring 
practice was for his unit to become more explosive.

“We made a bunch of routine plays last year,” Riley said.
The Pirates were tenth nationally in first downs at 26.6 

per game.
“We were fairly efficient,” Riley said. “But we feel like, 

through recruiting and through development of players, we felt 
like we could get a little bit more explosive. ... We’ve got some 
weapons and we’ve got some depth. ... If we can get where we need 
to be consistently, I think the explosion plays will come.”

Reserve running back Chris Love had a 71-yard scoring 
run in the Purple-Gold game.  

Position competition is a valuable tool in player develop-
ment.

“That challenges these guys and makes them continue to 
work,” Riley said. 

Coach McNeill liked what he saw from the offense in the 
spring.

“Lincoln has done a great job, as always, forming that 
group,” McNeill said. “Up front, (offensive line coach) Brandon 
Jones has done a great job of having eight linemen to go through 
the entire spring. They didn’t miss a snap.”

Junior college transfers Dontae Levingston and Quincy 
McKinney will be added to the offensive linemen rotation.

  

Depth among receivers

Shane Carden threw for 
4,133 yards and 33 touchdowns as a 
junior but the 2013 Conference USA 
MVP hasn’t been content to rest on 
his laurels as the Pirates prepare to 
join the American Athletic Confer-
ence.

“I’m continuing to get my 
arm stronger,” Carden said. “I’ve been 
working with the strength coach from 
the baseball team. I’ve been doing a lot 
of stuff for my shoulder, just getting 
that stronger.”

Carden has a fleet of receiv-
ers, led by Justin Hardy, who had 
114 catches for 1,284 yards and eight 
scores as a junior.

Isaiah Jones was second on 
the team in receptions as a true fresh-
man in 2013 with 62 for 604 yards 
with five TDs.

“The receiving corps has 
a lot of speed,” McNeill said. “They 
can stretch the field. There’s really 
a great work ethic with our outside 
and inside receivers. Bryce Williams 
has done a great job of coming along 
at tight end for us. Cam Worthy and 

DaQuan (Barnes), Davon Grayson, Curtis Burston. ... “
Carden hit his tight end, Williams, for a TD to close the 

first half in the spring tilt.
Jimmy Williams, an inside receiver who was hurt for 

the bulk of his freshman season, had a 45-yard scoring reception 
from back-up quarterback Kurt Benkert in the spring game.

Jimmy Williams played in two games in 2013 and made 
five catches for 66 yards.

“When he went down, he was just getting started,” 
Carden said.

Jimmy Williams had three catches for 54 yards in the 
spring game and one rush for 17 yards.

“Him being back in the spring and doing the things he’s 
been doing has been exciting,” Carden said. “He has the ability 
to make people miss. We gave him a little screen pass and he was 
making them miss left and right. He has the ability to elude defen-
sive players. He’s very fun to watch.”

Different year, different team

Carden said the Pirates haven’t gotten complacent after 
accumulating the second most wins in school history.

“It was never like we’re the team that went 10-3 and we’re 
all that,” Carden said. “We’ve definitely come out and put a state-
ment down, ‘Hey, that’s last year’s team and that’s over.’ We’re over 
that. It was a great year but this is next year. We’re in 2014. Last 
year’s done.

Right: Senior quarterback Shane Carden
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“The coaches have coached us like we’re the new team. This team 
is different. This team is much different. We have some of the same guys 
but the atmosphere and the mentality is different. Some things are better 
and there are some things we need to work on. We need to get better at 
the things we need to work on. This team has a chance to be a very good 
ball team.”   

Carden has sought to share the knowledge of his experience with 
Benkert, who moved into the back-up role last season when Cody Keith 
was shelved with a shoulder ailment. The Pirates were able to preserve 
Benkert’s redshirt, giving him four years of eligibility going forward.

“He’s a guy from day one who’s come in here and asked ques-
tions,” Carden said of his protege. “He wants to watch film. He’s enjoyed 
learning. I love teaching. He’s a ball player. He reminds me a little bit of 
myself from my early days. He’s  a good kid and he’s going to be a great 
quarterback.”

Harvey healthy, No. 1 kicker

Warren Harvey is expected to be ECU’s No. 1 placekicker in 2014 
although he had some struggles last season.

“We still have a lot of confidence in Warren,” said Kirk Doll, 
ECU’s special teams coordinator. “He’s set five school records. He had a 
dip there in the middle of the year. There are some things that people aren’t 
aware of but he doesn’t make excuses. We’re healthy. We have a very posi-
tive attitude. We’re doing some other things to make his consistency better.

“We’re always working to get better. The competition is good for 

This page, above: Senior placekicker Warren Harvey; Bottom right: Special 
teams coordinator Kirk Doll; Opposite page: Junior running back Chris Hairston
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him, too. The other guys out there did a nice job.”
Davis Plowman, a transfer from Texas A&M, gained 

some notoriety with a YouTube video of him kicking a football for 
a 50-yard field goal while blindfolded. The ball was spinning on 
the ground when Plowman booted it on the practice field.

Plowman was 3-for-3 on conversion kicks and made a 
19-yard field goal in a 58-24 home win over Tulsa last season. 
Plowman also averaged 62.6 yards on seven kickoffs, slightly lon-
ger than Harvey, who averaged 60.0 yards on 86 kickoffs with four 
going out of bounds.

“The competition will only make Warren and everybody 
else better,” Doll said.

Quick exit for Doll’s picks

Doll is a native of Wichita, KS. He had Wichita State and 
Kansas meeting in the championship game in his bracket for the 
NCAA basketball tournament.

Both of his home state teams were casualties in the first 
weekend of play.

“My mom (Dorothy) is still in Wichita,” Doll said. “She’s 
going to be 90 in August. Whatever Mom says, I still do.”

Hairston relishes position competition

Chris Hairston is vying for more playing time at the 
running back position. When Vintavious Cooper was sidelined 
at Middle Tennessee State last season, Hairston stepped in to 
rush for 94 yards on 18 carries. 

“I had to step up,” Hairston said. “I was ready. That’s 
what the coaches prepare us for so I just stepped in and did my 
thing, like I do in practice.”

Hairston will play his first season in the AAC as a ju-
nior.

“We’re excited about going to the new conference,” 
he said. “We’re working towards that. We’re going to be ready. 
We’re ready for (preseason) camp to come around and get at it 
even more.”

Purdie shows potential

Offensive accomplishments in Cody Purdie’s senior 
season at New Bern High School overshadowed his defensive 
contributions. He ran for 1,317 yards with 11 touchdowns as 
the Bears went 9-4. He stood out on defense as a junior with 
143 tackles at linebacker, including 10 sacks and 20 tackles for 
loss as New Bern went 15-0 and won the NCHSAA 4-A cham-
pionship.

Purdie enrolled at ECU in January and went through 
spring drills in the secondary. Some schools passed on him 
because of his size (5 feet-11 inches, 183 pounds) but he defi-
nitely has physical skills.

He saw limited action in the spring game but caught 
the attention of defensive coordinator Rick Smith.

“He made three plays today,” Smith said after the Pur-
ple-Gold matchup. “I’ve just got to keep working Purdie. I’m 

going to give him to Terrell Richardson and tell Terrell to coach 
him all summer. Purdie will have a chance to play next year be-
cause he is a great athlete. He will knock the fool out of you. He’s 
a good tackler. I’ve just got to get him lined up and when the ball’s 
snapped, he’s got to know where to go.

“Right now, I don’t know where he’s going to go.” 

Defense at disadvantage?

Smith said he didn’t find fault with defensive back Nate 
Mays for a hit in the end zone after a 30-yard scoring reception 
by DaQuan Barnes from Jason Connella closed the spring scrim-
mage.

“That’s football,” Smith said. “The official stands up there 
and gives us all the reasons why that’s a penalty but Nate is run-
ning for his life. He doesn’t know it’s in the end zone. It’s hard for 
a defensive back to know where the ball is sometimes. Is it in the 
end zone? Is it out of the end zone? He’s not looking at the ball. 
He’s looking at the receiver so you just tell him, ‘Next time be care-
ful.’ You don’t want to pull the reins back and have them afraid to 
hit somebody.

“They say he was defenseless because he’s catching the 
ball. What about the defensive back that’s rolling down to make a 
tackle and he gets hit? He’s defenseless but they don’t ever think 
about that.

I think all the rules are made for offense. Most coaches 
in America that coach defense think that. It’s not necessarily true 
but that’s what we think.”
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Stith transfer makes sense
There have been some departures from the East Carolina basketball pro-

gram that didn’t make near as much sense as the announcement that Brandan Stith 
was leaving ECU for Old Dominion after a productive freshman season.

His dad, Bryant Stith, became an assistant coach for the Monarchs after 
Stith had signed with the Pirates.

Bryant Stith, who played 10 seasons in the NBA after leaving Virginia as the 
Cavaliers all-time leading scorer, coached his sons, Brandan and B.J., at Brunswick 
(VA) High. Brandan Stith played on three straight state championship teams on the 
prep level. B.J. Stith, a guard, played at Oak Hill Academy last season. He is joining 
the program at Virginia this year as a freshman.

Brandan Stith led ECU in rebounding with 6.3 per game during a 17-17 
season in 2013-14. He scored 4.5 points per contest and also led the team in blocked 
shots with 39. He generated those numbers in just 19.5 minutes per game. His play-
ing time was occasionally limited by foul trouble and because he hasn’t become a 
great offensive threat at this point in his development. The Pirates were geared pri-
marily to finding shots for Akeem Richmond, Paris Roberts-Campbell and Caleb 
White last season.

Stith, who is 6 feet-7 inches and 215 pounds, will have to sit out the 2014-15 
season. One of his physical attributes is a seven-foot wingspan.

“Brandan was a pleasure to coach and we are very grateful for his contribu-
tions to our program this past season,” ECU coach Jeff Lebo said. “We wish him the 
best of luck as his continues his educational and basketball pursuits at ODU.”

Stith considers his father the most influential person in his life.
“He taught me to always work hard at everything you do, even if you don’t get the result you want,” said the Monarch in wait-

ing. “The fact that I know that I put everything I had into it helps put me at ease even if things don’t work out like I planned.”
His college career may have changed courses but his dad’s guidance is something with which Stith is familiar.

John Toler - Broker/Realtor 

ECU Class of ‘72

Thinking Beach Property?

Topsail Island
The Best Pirate Treasure on the Coast 

If you’re looking for a getaway at  
the beach or investment property,  

call me today. Prices are the lowest 
 they’ve been in a decade!

Call (800) 782-6216 or (910) 389-6117 [mobile]
jtoler@wardrealty.com • www.TopsailPirate.com

Ward Realty Corporation
“The Original Developers of Topsail Island” • www.wardrealty.com

Above: Freshman forward Brandan Stith
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2014 Spring
Football

Looking at the ‘phases’
By Kevin Monroe

RS freshman inside receiver Chris Love
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Coach Ruffin McNeill and his Pirate coaching 
staff have talked about breaking up the 2014 football 
season into four phases:  winter conditioning, spring 
football, summer training and game time in the 
fall. As the team approaches Phase III, let’s take a 
quick look back at Phase I, and then dive into an 
assessment of Phase II.

Phase I

The first phase began after the bowl game with Coach 
Connor’s winter conditioning program.  Phase I started with 11 
months until the next football season began, so Coach C had the 
opportunity to focus in on what each player needed to do to be 
ready for the season. 

Conditioning includes managing the player’s weight, 
their strength and their speed.  There is nobody in the business 
better than Coach Connors when it comes to getting athletes 
prepared for an upcoming season.  

When asked about how Phase I went for Coach Connors 
and the team, Coach McNeill said “This was one of the best 
off-seasons we’ve been around, even with the snow, delays and 
cancellations of school.”  

The athletes stayed focused and didn’t allow the weather 
distractions to keep them from their goal of getting bigger, faster, 
and stronger.  

Phase II

Spring football was huge for the coaching staff, because 
they got to put the team on the field in full pads and really teach 
them without them worrying about preparing for an upcoming 
opponent.  

Experiencing life as an East Carolina student-athlete, 
myself, in the late nineties, I attempted to juggle football and 
baseball.  

When Coach Steve Logan recruited, me he felt that 
spring football was so important for my development that he 
asked me to skip my first spring on the baseball diamond so that I 
could participate in spring football.  

Since I was on football scholarship and not baseball, I 
obliged his request and it really helped me develop from my first 
season to my second on the football field.  

Coach Ruffin has been quoted saying that spring football 
is for fundamental development. It’s where the coaches get a 
chance to develop the team’s core competencies.  

Spring football is also a time to reorganize the depth 
chart and replace the starters that moved on a year ago with 
graduation. The Pirates lost five starters last year on offense, and 
seven starters on defense.  

Replacing those starters is one thing, but replacing the 
backups is a whole different story. Adding depth on the offensive 
and defensive sides of the ball is crucial for the program.  

Having an All-America candidate like Shane Carden at 
quarterback is great, but the season could be over in the blink of 

Coach Ruffin McNeill Senior inside receiver Justin HardyJunior defensive back Josh Hawkins
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an eye if the Pirates don’t have a well-prepared backup ready to go 
if they need him. 

The only way to get that preparation and add that depth 
is to see these guys on the field in real-time situations.  

An athlete will get bigger, stronger, and faster in the 
weight room with Coach Connors. He will get smarter and more 
prepared by reading his playbook and watching film, but the 
coaches won’t really know if they can count on him until he straps 
on the pads and steps in between the white lines.  

Spring football gives them that opportunity.  

The Offense

Offensively the Pirates will have quality depth at the wide 
receiver, running back, and quarterback positions heading into 
this season.  

Losing running back Vintavious Cooper was a big deal, 
but the Pirates will try to replace him by committee.  

They will have guys like Breon Allen, who played a ton 
last year, as well as Cory Hunter and Chris Hairston, who have 
each been chomping at the bit to get on the field.  

Newcomers Marquez Grayson and Chris Love are also 
names that Pirate fans need to remember.  

The receiving corps will be led by All-America candidate 
Justin Hardy and super sophomore Isaiah Jones.  They are just 
two of Carden’s weapons as the Pirates have more quality depth at 
receiver than they do any other position.  

If last season was any indication of what these guys 

are capable of, get ready to see fireworks from the likes of Cam 
Worthy, Davon Grayson, DaQuan Barnes, Jimmy Williams, 
Cedric Thompson and Bryce Williams, just to name a few.  

Shane Carden will be the guy at quarterback, but the 
coaches really like what they see out of freshman Kurt Benkert. 

He should push Shane this fall and make him and even 
better player than we have witnessed over the last two seasons. 

The offensive line will return some good players with lots 
of experience, but developing depth there was a huge focus going 
into spring ball. 

Ike Harris, Taylor Hudson, and C.J. Struyk are names 
you should know, but they will be the old heads in this group as 
several new linemen will need to step in and step up heading into 
fall practice. 

Stewart Hinson, Larry Williams, and J.T. Boyd are 
lineman you will become more familiar with over the next several 
months. The Pirates will be counting on them to replace guys like 
Adhem Elsawi, Will Simmons and Jordan Davis from a year ago

The Defense

Defensively the Pirates lost seven starters, including 
their top three safeties and their best cornerback.  

There are some good young athletes returning in the 
secondary, but they need to hone their skills and get more on-the-
field experience.  

This spring was good for players such as DaShuan 
Amos,  Josh Hawkins, Rocco Scarfone and Terrell Richardson.  

Senior inside receiver Justin Hardy Junior inside lineman Zeek Bigger Coach Jeff Connors
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Coach Ruffin thinks very highly of defensive coordinator and 
defensive backs coach Rick Smith.  “You’re not going to find a 
better secondary coach than Rick Smith.  He’s been around a lot of 
them, and he understands that position” said McNeill.  

The Pirates also lost linebackers Kyle Tudor and Jeremy 
Grove, who have been stalwarts of this defense for the last two to 
three seasons.  

There isn’t as much concern over those losses because 
linebackers Brandon Williams and Zeek Bigger played a ton last 
season, and they are ready to fill those starting roles come August.  

Up front the Pirates lost rush end Derrell Johnson, who 
had a hall of fame career at ECU, and defensive end Lee Pegues, 
but they return Terry Williams, Montese Overton — who could 
have a Derrell Johnson-type career — Chrishon Rose, and 
Johnathon White.  

Watch out for Freddy Pressley who could see significant 
action this fall.  Pressley is a former walk-on from Snow Hill’s 
Greene Central High School.  

Special Teams

The front seven is in great shape coming out of spring 
drills.  

The specialists will be mostly the same in 2014.  
The Pirates will be without All-Conference punter Trent 

Tignor and kick returner Lance Ray, but will return kicker Warren 
Harvey and punt returners Justin Hardy and Breon Allen.  

Punters Gregory Worth and Davis Plowman competed 

in the spring, and more competition will ensue in the fall before 
the Pirates will be ready to commit to a new punter to replace 
Tignor.  

The kick return duties will be an open competition, as 
well.

Summary

Spring ball ended on a high note, but the offensive and 
defensive units improved and added some much-needed depth.  
They both had some bright spots in the Purple-Gold game, and 
the outlook is very good on both sides of the ball.  

Now that Phase II is behind us, I can say I’m pleased with 
the progress we’ve made and the competitive spirit of this team.  
The Pirates had the second highest win total in school history 
going 10-3 and they have the returning talent to have another big 
year.  

This year’s schedule is much harder than last year’s, 
though. After a winnable game at home versus North Carolina 
Central, the Pirates go on the road to Columbia to play the 
Gamecocks, and then to Blacksburg to play Virginia Tech. 

They will know real early next season how good they 
actually are. 

All photos courtesy of ECU Media Relations.

Sophomore defensive back Terrell Richardson Coach Rick Smith
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Good things come in small packages. 
Vintavious Cooper, who stood 5 feet, 9 inch-
es, had a significant impact on East Carolina 
football.

It was a recurring scene for the diminutive Cooper to jet 
through holes created by mammoth offensive linemen and move 
the chains.

His running production helped keep opposing defens-
es from keying on the Pirates’ passing game as ECU compiled a 
combined 18-8 record during his two seasons in the program.

Cooper ran for 1,049 yards as a junior after transferring 
from Southwest Mississippi Community College where he was an 
option quarterback.

Cooper accumulated 1,244 rushing yards as a senior and 
was MVP of the Beef O’Brady’s Bowl after gaining 198 yards with 
two touchdowns in a 37-20 win over Ohio.

He also made significant contributions as a receiver with 
70 career grabs for 641 yards.

Cooper emerged as a junior when injuries sidelined Reg-
gie Bullock and Michael Dobson. There was sufficient depth at 
running back last season for Dobson to transition to safety.

Pirate fans liked to howl “Coooooop,” when he would 
make a play at Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium.

There are numbers for offensive coordinator Lincoln Ri-
ley and running backs coach Kirk Doll to work with even though 
Cooper isn’t around to tote the pigskin.

“We’ve got good depth there,” Riley said after the ground 
game totaled 158 yards on 20 rushes, an average of 7.9 yards per 
carry in the Purple-Gold spring game. “We’ve got some good 
leadership. I think Breon (Allen) and Chris (Hairston) both feel 
like they’ve been around for awhile, which they have.”

Allen, who is an inch shorter than Cooper at 5-8, had 62 
rushes for 311 yards and three scores in 2013. Like Cooper, he is 
a junior college transfer, a standout at Snow College in Ephraim, 
Utah, after originally committing to Pittsburgh. Allen helped 
Warner Christian in South Daytona, FL, to three straight Class 
1-B state championship games on the high school level. He also 
had nine catches for 130 yards for the Pirates last season.

Hairston (6-0, 197) had 49 rushes for 186 yards with 
three TDs in 2013. When Cooper was knocked out of the game 
at Middle Tennessee State, the Winston-Salem Parkland graduate 
stepped up with 18 carries for 94 yards in a 24-17 win.

“There’s a nice battle at the top going on with those guys,” 
Riley said. “They’ve both got to address some weaknesses in their 

‘Coop’ Gone, But 
Backs Abound

By Al Myatt
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games. For Chris, it’s running as physical as he can. He’s got that 
size and that speed that we haven’t had. ... He’s starting to run with 
a little bit of authority.

“With Breon, it’s just understanding the offense and be-
coming more of a complete back.”

Hairston, who has had to deal with some injuries at ECU, 
got six carries for 44 yards in the spring game. Allen’s four rushes 
gained 12 yards.

“Breon had some good, tough runs, which he’s always 
been good at,” Riley said.

The Pirates got to look at some more running backs in 
the spring. Redshirt freshman Marquez Grayson of Lexington had 
four carries for 22 yards in the Purple-Gold matchup. Another 
redshirt freshman, Chris Love, got free for a 71-yard scoring run.

“The young guys got going,” Riley said. “Grayson had 
some nice runs. He’s been off and on, but a little more on than off. 
When he’s good, he’s got some major skills, there’s no question. It 
was great to see Chris Love play pretty well, probably the best he’s 
done all spring. We knew he had some breakaway ability. When he 
gets out in the open field, he’s tough to handle.”

The immediate position battle appears to be shaping up 
between Allen and Hairston.

“It would probably be 1-A and 1-B right now,” Riley 
said of the competition between the two. “They’ve gone at it pret-
ty good. The young guys with an offseason and a little bit more 
maturity, I’m not sure they won’t challenge for it, too. We’ve got 
four right now who can all do some things. Getting Anthony Scott 
(February signee) in here and also getting Cory Hunter back, who 
was having a nice season before he got hurt last year will give us 
some major competition.

“If one guy’s not producing, we can go to the next, just 
like we’ve been able to do the last couple of years.”

Injuries have forced the Pirates to rely on depth at the 
running back spot.

“To be a great back, you’ve got to stay healthy,” Riley said. 
“You’re going to get hit. You’re going to get tackled. It’s a physical 
position.”

Hairston has worked to become more durable. He had a 
right knee injury in 2011 that kept him out of action. He missed 
spring ball in 2013 due to a left shoulder ailment.

“He’s really worked hard in the weight room so he can 
get his body to where he can handle that,” Riley said. “He’s put 
on a little bit of muscle. He’s taken some shots in spring and just 
popped right off of them. I think he’s making some steps there in 
the offseason. He’s ready to take it. I think in the past he was ready 
to be a role player, kind of growing up, but I think he’s ready to 
take it and be a major contributor. I think the biggest difference is 
between the ears right now.”

Doll saw promise from his position group in the spring.
“We had a lot of good days,” said the ECU alumnus and 

running backs coach. “Each guy from Breon Allen to Chris Hair-
ston to Marquez Grayson to Chris Love all have special talents. 
We’re hoping to continue to develop that. ... We’ve got some di-
versification in terms of size. We’ve got some guys who can run 
and some more physical types of guys as well so it just helps our 
offense.”

Hairston said he has developed his focus.
“What I’ve learned is get vertical,” he said. “Stick your 

foot in and get vertical. You’re going to get more yards doing that.”

Hairston said the key to earning a starting role is to work 
like he’s not the starter.

“I continue to work every day, like I’m not that guy,” he 
said. “Practice like I’m the worst and keep going hard every day. I 
want to be that guy. It’s going to be hard but I’m working towards 
it.”

Although Shane Carden threw for 4,139 yards and 33 
touchdowns last season, he knows the value of the ground attack.

“The running game really helped me,” said the ECU quar-
terback after the spring game. “Especially, my first couple of starts 
with Coop. I think the running backs with Breon and Grayson 
and Hairston, and even Chris Love, with his long run, the guys are 
hungry. They’re competing. They’re looking good.

“The offensive line has taken on the challenge of getting 
the running game going.”

The loss of offensive linemen Jordan Davis, Adam Elsawi 
and Will Simmons is another factor to be dealt with in the running 
game. Junior Tre Robertson, who started the last six games after 
an eye injury to Elsawi, senior Taylor Hudson and  sophomore J.T. 
Boyd have made progress in the spring. Hudson started two games 
at center in 2013. 

“They got a ton of reps in the spring,” Riley said. “They’ve 
handled it and pushed through. Maybe we started seeing some 
of the benefits of that. ... Individually, they have gotten so much 
better.

“We’ve been really happy with our young guys and the 
improvement they’ve made like Brandon Smith, Will Foxx, Larry 
Williams and Stewart Hinson.”

The running game looks capable of continuing to balance 
ECU’s proficiency in its passing attack. The Pirates can exploit de-
fenses which overplay either element of ECU’s offense. There is 
depth to deal with the required preparation for potential injuries 
among the backs as well as a range of abilities to fine tune the man-
ner in which the Pirates elect to move the ball.

Above: Vintavious Cooper (W.A. Myatt photo); Previous page: Photos of Chris Hair-
ston (left) and Breon Allen (right) courtesy of ECU Media Relations.  

#
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That big question from early February had to do with 
pitching, with the need for one of the new ECU pitchers to step 
up and give some relief to junior Sarah Christian, the pitcher who 
came into the preseason with the team on her back.

As the season wore on, the solution to that quandary 
emerged in the form of Caroline Umphlett, an Elizabeth City na-
tive who transferred to ECU from Brigham Young last summer. 
By her own admission, Umphlett had a slow start, but as the Con-
ference USA portion of the season got underway Umphlett found 
her stride.

“The season didn’t start off like I really wanted it to, but 
I still tried to do the best I could to help Sarah, because Sarah has 
definitely been our workhorse,” Umphlett said. “I feel like I finally 
started to come around, and I feel really strong in the circle right 
now, and dominant.”

From a mental perspective, Umphlett has benefited from 
the encouragement of teammates like Jordan Lewis, who has 
made it a habit of jogging to the mound from her position at first 
base and saying, “Get mean, Caroline.” Her confidence has blos-

When the season dawned, head soft-
ball coach had one glaring question and a 
handful of smaller — but crucial — questions 
that needed answers. As they neared the end 
of their regular-season schedule, the Lady  
Pirates might not have had all the answers, 
but they had enough to approach the postsea-
son brimming with confidence.

Right: Junior pitcher Caroline Umphlett

ON A ROLL
Softball team 
confident as 
2014 season 
winds up

By Bethany Bradsher
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somed, and the result has been an ensuing infusion of confidence 
for the entire team,” said head coach Beth Keylon-Randolph.

“It’s been so nice to have both Sarah and Caroline, if they 
can keep working together and have their off days on separate 
days,” Keylon-Randolph said. “I feel like that’s made a big impact 
and our kids realize that, so they know that second day, on the 
third day we’re still going to be in it.”

The squad’s smaller questions had to do with attitude, 
with buying in to their coach’s belief that they can go toe-to-toe 
with any opponent. With a deep batting order stacked with seven 
experienced seniors and Christian and Umphlett holding up the 
center, she has waited for all of the pieces to click into place.

“It’s been tremendous,” she said. “I feel like our team has 
grown and changed so much, because they’re starting to see the 
potential that we’ve been telling them is in there, and their confi-
dence has really improved. I think that they have finally believed 
that they can compete with anybody in the country.”

With 23 victories in late April and their eye on a deep 
postseason run, Lewis and her super senior teammates are try-
ing to help Keylon-Randolph answer a couple of final questions. 
By pouring into younger players and setting the bar high, they 
are trying to leave the program in excellent hands when it’s time 
for them to move on. Underclassmen like Casey Alcorn and Mer-
edith Mitchell, among others, have contributed at the plate and 
showed a flash of the future in that senior-heavy lineup.

But before they see where the next generation can take 
ECU, seniors like Lewis, Alex Fieldhouse and Kristi Oshiro want 
to answer the question for how much of a splash they can make 
this year. Lewis knows one thing for sure – she wants a companion 
for the 2011 Conference USA championship ring she earned as a 
freshman.

“I think we’re so on a roll,” Lewis said. “We just put up 
runs, and I can’t wait to go 6-0 for the rest of the conference and 
take that into the tournament and win the tournament. I want 
another ring. I want one for the other hand.”

Right: Junior pitcher Sarah Christian; Below: Coach Beth Keylon-Randolph 
(Photos courtesy of ECU Media Relations)
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HOME TURF REBORN 
Coach Curt Kraft was not only able to draw 
a crowd to ECU’s first home track meet in 
over a decade — he also led the men’s and 
women’s teams to successful performances

By Bethany Bradsher
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So you’re a Pirate athlete and you want an 
opportunity for your fellow students to cheer you on? 
That’s a piece of cake if you play basketball, softball, 
baseball, soccer or football, a little more complicated 
but possible if you golf, swim or play tennis. But for 
ECU’s 80-plus track and field athletes? Before April 
12, when head coach Curt Kraft and his staff hosted 
their first home meet in more than a decade, recruit-
ing a home crowd was impossibility.

When the big event, named the Bill Carson Invitational 
in memory of the late legendary ECU coach, was over, with both 
the men’s and women’s teams defeating UNC-Wilmington and 
UNC-Charlotte and coming in second to South Carolina, Kraft’s 
phone didn’t stop buzzing until very late that night. The texts were 
from his grateful ECU athletes.

“It was just absolutely a wonderful experience, and the 

people that benefited from this were the student athletes,” said 
Kraft, in his ninth year at the helm of the program. “They were so 
happy, their families were here and their friends were here, their 
professors were here, brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts, grandmas 
and grandpas.

“And the response from our student-athletes was just 
overwhelming. I was getting texts until midnight that night, just 
thanking us for allowing this to happen. A volleyball lady wouldn’t 
say thank you for allowing us to have a volleyball match, or a soc-
cer lady say, ‘thank you for allowing us to have a soccer game.’ For 
them, it’s a given.”

Kraft credits the leadership of athletic director Jeff Com-
pher and the logistical courage of associate athletics director for 
internal operations J.J. McLamb and former ECU assistant track 
coach Charlie “Choo” Justice with pulling off the quad meet, 
which featured bleachers brought in from LaGrange, barbecue 
plates for sale, a row of porta-potties and, of course, a constantly 
changing landscape of athletes sprinting, jumping, throwing, pole 
vaulting and handing off batons.

“People refer to us as an organized three-ring circus, be-
cause there are just a lot of things going on,” 
Kraft said. “And that’s what makes it great. It 
was a lot of work, but it was well worth it. 
Now that we have a footprint for how it will 
go, it will be a lot easier the next time around.”

Now that the ECU community has 
experienced the excitement of a meet on Pi-
rate turf, Kraft and his team have no inten-
tion of moving backwards. Next year’s com-
petition will probably feature more teams, 
hopefully a couple from the ACC, and the ex-
pectation of even more spectators. Compher 
has already told Kraft that they will need to 
order more bleachers.

“This event was extremely import-
ant for our track program and ECU,” Com-
pher said. “We have a rich history of track 
and field success, and this home meet gave 
our track alumni a chance to come back and 
support the program. In addition, it gave our 
Pirate Fans a chance to see our teams in ac-
tion. This may be the first meet we have host-
ed in many years but it most certainly will 
not be the last.”

Senior hurdler Erin Tucker had 
been hearing whispers of the possibility of a 
home meet ever since the new facility opened 
in 2011, but she was afraid the reality might 
come too late for her. Instead, she got to claim 
a first-place finish in the 100-meter hurdles 
in front of friends who had asked for years 
when they could come watch her compete. 

“Normally, people will have their 
spotlights when they go to a meet near their 
home, where they are from, but being at a 
home meet, everybody got a little taste of 
the spotlight, because their friends and fam-
ily and the community came to support us,” 
Tucker said. “It was a big deal.”

Left: Senior hurdler Erin Tucker earned a first-
place finish in the Bill Carson Invitational. (ECU 
Media Relations photo)
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On a personal note, I was there to watch Tucker’s victory, and a few 
other events as well, and I got to visit with some of the kids in my Christ Cov-
enant School Running Club. I had invited them to come to get their first real 
taste of track and field, and several showed up to do just that.

With the Penn Relays coming up at the end of April and the Confer-
ence USA Championship Meet in mid-May in Houston, the men’s and women’s 
teams both have a C-USA title in their sights as the perfect way to exit the con-
ference. The women, particularly, feel that they have one more thing to prove 
after winning the indoor championship on March 1.

“They want to finish the thing, so to speak,“ Kraft said.

Clockwise from top: Sophomore Avion Jones; Senior Chase Miller; Junior Kayla 
Padgett;   Director of Athletics Jeff Compher, center, and Coach Kraft, right, present a 
plaque to Ruth Carson, the widow of former East Carolina men’s track and field coach Bill 
Carson. (ECU Media Relations photo)
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Q: What is your full name? 

A: Perry Lee Hudson

Q: Where were you born? 

A: The great city of Dunn, North Carolina, back in 1961.

Q: When did you graduate from Dunn High School? 

A: In 1979.

Q: What were the circumstances that you ended up at 
East Carolina?

Q: I had originally committed to Coach Russ Frazier to 
play baseball at Louisburg. I attended a Cincinnati Reds 
tryout that they used to have at Campbell every year. East  
Carolina became interested kind of late in the game with 
Coach Hal Baird and Coach (Gary) Overton. I got what 
would be considered today as an invited walk-on type of 
deal. I went to Greenville one time and that was all I need-
ed. I fell in love with the campus, fell in love with the people 
and the rest is history.

Q: What do you consider the highlight of your  
athletic career? 

A: Honestly, football is my favorite sport. My senior year, 
against East Wake, I threw for two or three touchdowns 
and rushed for over 100 yards, back in ‘78. In baseball, I led 
the team in hitting my junior and senior year and batted 
around .450, somewhere in that neighborhood, and made 
all-conference.

Q: What is your favorite place to eat in Greenville? 

A: Professor O’Cools. I just love it there.

Q: What’s your favorite TV show?

A: There’s actually two. “24” - with Jack Bauer. Years ago, 
I watched “West Wing” but there’s one that just went off, 
“Burn Notice.”

Q: What’s been your biggest thrill as a supporter of 
East Carolina athletics? 

A: The 1991 Peach Bowl game (37-34 win over N.C. State 
in Atlanta). It felt like it was about five degrees out there 
but we had a good comeback. The year of Hurricane Floyd 
coming through (1999) and beating Miami at Carter-Fin-
ley Stadium. There are certainly many I could point to. In 
baseball, the walkoff that Devin Harris had against South 

     Perry Hudson, who is  approach-
ing retirement as recreation direc-
tor for the City of Dunn, joined the 
board of directors of the Pirate Club 
this year. Hudson enrolled at East 
Carolina as a potential player in the 
baseball program, but he will tell 
you that his academics didn’t keep 
up with his athletic aspirations. His 
two daughters, Mandy and Court-
ney, are ECU graduates, and his 
son, Blaise, will enroll in the fall.  
Hudson has personally brought 
a virtual army of new members 
into the Educational Foundation 
through his efforts as a Pirate Club 
rep and President of the John-
ston-Harnett chapter. Hudson can 
be seen in the first row of section 18 
with his family at Dowdy-Ficklen 
Stadium actively supporting ECU 
at home football games.  

By W.A. Myatt



Carolina (regional final in Greenville in 2009). In basket-
ball, I remember wins over Louisville and Marquette when 
they had Dwayne Wade. That Marquette game, my best 
friend was right beside me and it was so loud I couldn’t 
even talk to him when Wade took the last shot. ... Right up 
to Coach (Skip) Holtz beating Houston in the (Conference 
USA) championship game in 2009. Going down on the field 
and celebrating with the players. That was very exciting. ... I 
could sit here and name about seven thousand.

Q: What caused you to become active in the Pirate 
Club? 

A: When I left school in the early 1980s, I thought the Pirate 
Club was big time donors who had names on the buildings. 
“Big Guy,” Matt Maloney, actually came down and met with 
a friend of mine, Rob Jones. Rob had called and asked if I 
wanted to go out to eat lunch with them. I think Rob was 
actually the chapter treasurer, or secretary, or something of 
that nature at that time. I asked Big Guy, what do you have 
to do? He said you just have to sign these people up. I told 
him right then I could sign 10 people up by the end of the 
week. ... I made right on my promise to him. The next thing 
I knew I was a Pirate Club rep. That’s been about 15 years 
ago I would say. It kind of blossomed from there. I kind of 
took it as a personal goal to help build the Pirate Club one 
member at a time. ... I’ve been the Johnston/Harnett Presi-
dent for at least 10 years now. My son, Blaise, has been play-
ing baseball but I hope to turn even more time to the Pirate 
Club since he’ll be attending East Carolina next year.

Q: How many people do you think you’ve gotten in 
the Pirate Club? 

A: I kind of challenged myself one year. I know in one year 
I signed up 101 new Pirate Club members. I’d always told 
them I’d sign up 100 one year. ... I know that I’ve signed 
up in excess of 500 new members over a nine- to 10-year 
period. ... Vonta Leach, Brian Rimpf, Leonard Henry — I 
got those guys on initially. A lot of them have seen the light 
on what it means to give back to the university that was so 
good to them.

Q: Who is the biggest donor you’ve brought in? 

A: Probably Vonta at this point. I don’t look at the numbers. 
I let the Pirate Club handle that. Brian Rimpf gives back 
quite a bit. I gather Leonard still does. Leonard has done 
really well in his community.

Q: What do you see as the biggest challenge facing 
the Pirate Club? 

A: We’ve got to get funded 100 percent, scholarship-wise. 

We should be fully funding all of our scholarships. That’s the 
challenge. We’re going at it aggressively now. We’re doing a 
better job of retaining members of the Student Pirate Club 
when they graduate. That’s a lot better than approaching 
someone when they’re 42 years old. They have a new app 
they’ve created where they can keep in touch. That’s a great 
implementation. ... We need to fully fund our scholarships. 
We’re close and we need to drive our membership base up.

Q: What do you see as your biggest accomplishments 
in recreation in Dunn? 

A: Probably being blessed to have the opportunity to work 
with so many young people and to see them go on and be 
successful in life in general. I’ve had some kids play in the 
NFL, one particularly, Clayton White, and Levance Mc-
Queen, played just a little bit. They’re success stories in the 
sports part but they’re the exception to the rule. What I try 
to preach to these kids, is the more important part is your 
studies in school. I don’t really have one accomplishment. 
I’ve always strived to be honest, fair and treat every child 
just like they were my own. ... We’ve got projects that we’ve 
built as a community and recreation department, the P.K. 
Vyas Recreation Center, the Nathan Harris Athletic Com-
plex at Tyler Park renovation. Those are bricks and mortar 
and things of that nature, but the lives that have been able 
to touch me, honestly. To have a young man or young wom-
en come back and tell me I helped guide them in the right 
direction when they didn’t have a father figure, has kind of 
been my reward.

Q: What is a typical football game day like for you?

A: Very exciting. We usually play about six home games a 
year. Besides our Memorial Day beach weekend trip, that’s 
the only time that we really get together as a family. Every 
game is a family reunion for us. One of my daughters lives 
in Greenville and teaches school (Mandy). The rest of my 
children (Courtney, Blaise and Gigi) and Amanda (wife) 
and anybody else is always invited to my tailgate. We treat it 
as a family reunion and then we go in and cheer the Pirates 
on to victory. My wife plans all the meals. I just kind of drive 
them up there and unload.

Q: What did it mean to you for your family to throw 
out the first pitches in the Dunn youth leagues this 
year? 

A: I wanted to honor them because there have been a lot of 
nights when I wasn’t home because of my job responsibili-
ties. Blaise threw out the first pitch in baseball and Court-
ney threw out the first pitch in softball. I’m blessed to still 
have my parents, too (Bud and Patsy).#
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The ECU Pirate Club would  
like to thank all the Participants, 

Sponsors, and Volunteers that  
made the 2014 Pirate Golf   
Classic a Successful Event.

Golf Classic Sponsors

Hole Sponsors

BB&T

Derek Perry Agency, Inc.

Greenville Mall

Johnny’s Tire

The Normann Financial Group

SCA Collections, Inc.

Shenandoah Graphics

Stadium Sports

Suddenlink

VantageSouth Bank

Welcome Federal  
Credit Union

Presenting Sponsor
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Morning Flight Results

1st Place Gross – 54
Dudley Fulton

Gary McMahan
Paul Simson
Bill Littreal

2nd Place Gross – 58
Steve Jones
Edwin Clark

Vern Davenport
Max Joyner

3rd Place Gross – 60
Tommy Price

J. W. Blair
Justin Miller

Patrick Roberson

1st Place Net – 54
Jeff Gibson

Spruill Alexander
Craig Stanley

Martin Anderson

2nd Place Net – 54
Joe Barefoot
Billy Barefoot

Mike Allen
Allen Sivers

3rd Place Net – 55
Dan Nichols

Phillip Herendeen
Will Franklin
Jeff Stallings

Closest to Pin
#3 - Eric Harris

#8 - Randy Davis
# 11 - V em Davenport

#17- Josh Garver

Straightest Drive
#2 - Jeff Gibson

Closest to Line
# 13 - Anthony Russo

Afternoon Flight Results

1st Place Gross
Eric Marana

Stephen West
Darryl Baker

Kevin Wooten

2nd Place Gross
Ronnie Taylor
Bennett Dunn
Carl Auguston

Will Silver

3rd Place Gross
Mike Cato

Tony McQueen
Tommy Cobb

Marty Hobgood

1st Place Net
Harry Cooke

Randy Daniels
Todd Whittaker

Denny Buchanon

2nd Place Net
Curtis Struyk

Dave Thomas, II
Dave Thomas, III

Andy Hopper

3rd Place Net
Derek Perry
Mark Pabst

Bobby Hutchinson
Griff Burgwyn

Closest to Pin
#3 - Mike Cato

#8- Maggie Weder
# 11 - Darryl Baker

# 17 - Stephen Pugh

Straightest Drive
#2- Stephen Pugh

Closest to Line
# 13 - Angela Stewart

2014 PIRATE GOLF CLASSIC
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The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) 
adopted legislation governing the conduct on intercollegiate 
athletics.  This legislation is designed to promote the basic 
principles to which each member institution must adhere to.  
The Association’s principle of institutional control rests with 
each individual institution for the responsibility of its athletics 
program.  This includes the actions of its staff members, rep-
resentatives of its athletics interests, or any other individual/
organization engaged in activities promoting the athletic inter-
ests of the institution.  As Pirate Club members, fans, and /or 
alumni (representatives of athletic interests), you are under 
East Carolina University’s (ECU) scope of responsibility of en-
suring ECU Athletics are operating within NCAA guidelines.  
Your loyal support to our athletic programs has been dem-
onstrated through your generous donations to the ECU Edu-
cational Foundation.  However, please be cognizant of what 
can and cannot be provided to both prospective and currently 
enrolled student-athletes.  Institutional employees and repre-
sentatives of athletic interests are precluded from providing 

student-athletes and/or their relatives and friends any benefit 
that is not expressly permitted under the NCAA legislation 
(e.g., monetary or tangible items of monetary value).

Examples of impermissible benefits include 
but are not limited to:

• Employment arrangement for a prospective student-
athlete’s relatives or friends;

• Giving gifts of clothing or equipment;
• Signing or co-signing of loans;
• Providing loans to a prospective student-athlete’s rela-

tives or friends;
• Providing cash or like items in any amount;
• Providing any tangible items, including merchandise;
• Free or reduced-cost services, rentals or purchases of any 

type;
• Free or reduced-cost housing;
• Paying for a prospect to attend summer camp;
• Providing a meal other than in your home on special 

infrequent occasions; and
• Providing scholarship assistance other than through 

the ECU Educational Foundation.

ECU and its Athletics Department are most apprecia-
tive of your continued adherence to the NCAA’s rules and reg-
ulations.  If you have any questions concerning extra benefits 
or other NCAA guidelines, please contact Jamie Johnson, As-
sociate Athletic Director for Compliance, at (252) 737-4533 or  
johnsonja@ecu.edu. 

  Mason Davis

 Kaelynn Dunn

 Maggie Johnson

 Mary Margaret Ricks 

Happy Birthday, Kids!

Pirate Kids Club May Birthdays

 Raymond George Rowland IV

Gage Eli Smith

 Teagan Smith

 Isaac Sutton  

Lucas Alexander Swartz

Brayden Adams

 Avery Allen

 Nathan J. Bynum

 Adam Byrd

COMPLIANCE 
CORNER
BENEFITS
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